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Arkansas' Largest 
Amateur Radio Club
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        2026 Field Day Review 
 

  Announcing ς  
        Summer 2026  
        Technician License Class 
 

  Announcing ς  
         Summer 2026  
         General License Class 
 
  Non-ARRL members ς Join today 

 
  Club Station Task Force 

         Holds Phase-2 Meeting 
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                     Became the Voice  
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  BVRC Field Day 2026 ς  
                           The Best Yet ! 
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Serving members in northwest Arkansas,  
southwest Missouri, & northeast Oklahoma  

http://www.bellavistaradioclub.org/
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SLOW  SCAN  TV  NET 

Mondays @ 7 pm on the  
WX5NAS Skywarn Link System 

Bentonville ð 146.865, -offset, pl 103.5  

Springdale ð 147.315, +offset, pl 97.4  

Fayetteville ð 147.315, +offset, pl 110.9  

Huntsville ð 443.625, +5 MHz, pl 97.4  

Green Forest ð 145.310, -offset, pl 103.5 

ñThe Slow Scan Showò 
 
Fridays @ 7 pm on the 
BVRC Dual Linked Repeaters 

Wednesdays @ 7 pm on the 
BVRC Dual Linked Repeaters 

HAM  101  NET HAM 101  NET 

LEGACY  NET 
         N5BVA/Bella Vista                   
         147.255, +offset, pl 162.2     
    

 
                                     N5BVA/Springdale 
                                    444.100, +5 MHz, pl 162.2 
 

3830  ROUN DTABLE 

3.830 MHz 
 

Sunday Afternoons 
4:00 pm during CST 
4:30 pm during CDT 

         N5BVA/Bella Vista                   
         147.255, +offset, pl 162.2     
    

 
                                     N5BVA/Springdale 
                                    444.100, +5 MHz, pl 162.2 
 



   

 

       

Thursday, August 6, 202 6 @ 7pm 
Arkansas Law Enforcement Training Academy 

3424 S. Downum Road 
Springdale, AR 
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HAM 101 Workshop, 6pm preceding monthly meeting ð  BVRC member Brandon 

Gage ð W5BNL will be the instructor for this monthõs Workshop, and will be 

teaching on another never-before-presented program, òSeek You ð SSTVó.  

Brandon is the founder of BVRCõs weekly Slow Scan TV net, The Slow Scan Show.  

He will be sharing on how fun and easy it is to get involved with this older but still 

immensely popular mode.  The Slow Scan Show has been growing and gaining 

followers.  After you see Brandonõs presentation, youõll see why and youõll want 

to give this fun mode a try! 

BVRC August meeting, 7pm ð BVRC welcomes back member Mark Whatley ð 

K5XH for our August program.  Markõs presentation will be on the topic òThe 

Magic of SDRó.  SDR stands for Software-Defined Radio.  It is a radio 

communication system where components traditionally implemented in hardware 

are instead implemented via software on a general-purpose processor.  SDRs are 

widely used in military communications, amateur radio, and wireless research.  

The SDR is rapidly becoming the future of amateur radios.  If youõre unfamiliar 

with SDRs, donõt miss out on this program.  Mark has hosted several programs 

for the club in the past, and he never disappoints. 

 
 SEE YOU THEN! 



 

AUGUST 202 6                              The SIGNAL                                PAGE  5                                                     
 

 

Jan Hagan ï WB5JAN 
wb5jan@arrl.net  

 

Vice President 
Kathy Bromley ï WQ5T 
wq5t@arrl.net    

 

Secretary  
Sharron Edmondson ï KC5SKY 
grannysharr@gmail.com  

 

Treasurer  
Marc Whittlesey - WØKYZ 
almarc11@yahoo.com  

 

Technical Officer 
Tem Moore ï N5KWL 
temmoore@gmail.com  

 

N5BVA Trustee 
Roger Dickey ï KJ4QIS 
dickeyr@gmail.com 
 

Board Member At Large && 
Public Information Officer 
Tom Northfell ï W5XNA 
w5xna@arrl.net  

 

                

                 
  
             Education & Elmer  911 Committee 
                         Chair:  Vinson Carter ï WV5C 
                                  vinsoncarter@gmail.com  

 
                                         Nets Committee 
                           Chair:  Stephen Ponder ï N5ZE  
                                                  stponder@gmail.com   

 
                                Membership Committee 
                       Chair:  Tom Northfell ï W5XNA 
                                                                      w5xna@arrl.net  

 
Social Media & & 

Community Outreach Committee  
                                 Chair:  Alex Smith ï KI5EQK
                                                              ki5eqk@gmail.com  

                                                
                                    EMCOMM COMMITTEE 

                Chair:  Drake Rush ï KJ5MXM   
drakerush1@hotmail.com 

 
         W5NX Trustee & Club Station Mgr. 

                Jay Bromley ï W5JAY   
jayw5jay@outlook.com

\                                                                     
                                                    Webmaster 
                                           Roger Dickey ï KJ5QIS    
                                                              dickeyr@gmail.com  

 
                               VE Testing Committee 
                                      Chair:  Don Banta ï K5DB 
                                                arsk5db@gmail.com 

 
                                      Newsletter Editor  
                                           Don Banta ï K5DB                                 
                                                            arsk5db@gmail.com   
 

 

mailto:wb5jan@arrl.net
mailto:wq5t@arrl.net
mailto:grannysharr@gmail.com
mailto:almarc11@yahoo.com
mailto:temmoore@gmail.com
mailto:dickeyr@gmail.com
mailto:w5xna@arrl.net
mailto:vinsoncarter@gmail.com
mailto:stponder@gmail.com
mailto:w5xna@arrl.net
mailto:ki5eqk@gmail.com
mailto:drakerush1@hotmail.com
mailto:jayw5jay@outlook.com
mailto:dickeyr@gmail.com
mailto:arsk5db@gmail.com
mailto:arsk5db@gmail.com
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OK,, just what does the ARRL do for me ? 
 

I am often asked by new members and amateur radio operators about exactly 

what the American Radio Relay League does.  Of course, many have heard of 

the ARRL but other than knowing that it is an organization that costs money 

to join, many are unclear just what they get for their money.  

 

That prompted me to think about that.   Just what do we get for our money 

with the ARRL ? 

 

Turns out, more than most of us ever realize.  

 

First and foremost, the ARRL is the one national organization that vigilantly 

monitors and lobbies for an amateur operatorõs most primary and precious 

resource é our right to operate exclusively on our designated bands of the 

radio spectrum. Increasingly, there are pressures from industry in the private 

sector to slice away sections of the amateur band spectrum for commercial 

use.  It is ARRLõs strong national lobbying effort with congress and federal 

agencies to protect the right of amateur radio operators to use of our 

designated radio bands that keep these efforts at bay.  This work by the ARRL 

of course takes resources to keep these efforts effective.  

 

Secondly, the ARRL serves as the organizational leader for many of our 

amateur radioõs most cherished activities and traditions.  Our clubõs largest 

operating event of the year, òField Dayó, as well as our òRookie Roundupó are 

among the many activities and contests organized and sponsored by the 
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largest operating event of the year  ð Field Day  ð as well as  other events our 

members participate in such as  Rookie Roundup , November Sweepstakes , the 

International DX CW  and  Phone Contests , and School Club Roundup, in 

addition to the many  other  activities and contests , are  organized and 

sponsored by the League.  

 

Finally, the ARRL provides an effective resource for accurate news and 

information about all facets of the wide scope of our hobby, from traditional 

operations and equipment to the most cutting  edge technologies and 

hardware.  

 
The League also includes many human  interest stories about individuals and 
clubs throughout the national amateur community.   Indeed, our own BVRC 
club has been featured in articles in the ARRLõs national magazine, òQSTó twice 
in the past two years , including this yearõs May edition that featured BVRC as 
one of the twelve clubs highlighted as part of the ARRLõs 2026 òYear of the 
Clubó initiative. 
 
So, what does the ARRL do for me and my fellow amateur operators?   Without 
sounding overly dramatic, I believe I can say the League makes our amateur 
radio hobby sustainable and possible, both now and in the future.  
 
73,  
Jan ð WB5JAN 
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2026

BVRC members were treated to a big and exciting surprise for the July meeting.  Our home classrooms in 
the old ALETA building are currently undergoing a facelift with remodeling procedures, and until that project 
is completed we will be meeting in the brand new ADLEST (Arkansas Department of Law Enforcement 
Standards & Training) building, adjacent to the ALETA building.  This was the case for the July meeting. 
 
Unfortunately, our feature guest speaker, Dave Casler ï KEØOG, was unable to attend due to a last-minute 
family emergency. 
 
However, the night was not lost as our stellar Field Day Chair Tom Northfell ï W5XNA took to the podium 
with a great review of this yearôs Field Day event. 

Tom (standing in far back of room on right) has been FD chair for several years now, and thanks to his 
leadership coupled with the invaluable volunteerism and talent of our awesome members, this yearôs Field 
Day was the best in the history of the club, with bigger and better Field Days to come. 
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Our evening meal of hamburgers and hot dogs along with all the trimmings and desserts was once again 
served up by our outstanding Hospitality team.  It was all hands on deck the day before on Friday as the club 
once again experienced a fabulous turnout of volunteers for the antenna raisings.  And last but certainly not 
least, our station operators outdid themselves by amassing the best FD score the club has ever accumulated, 
with a club record busting 2,805 QSOs. 
 
Here is a breakdown of the fantastic job the club did in the 2026 Field Day contest: 
 
  Total QSOs:  2,805 

  Total points:  9,770 

  CW QSOs:  1,518 

  Phone QSOs:       750 

  Digital QSOs:        537 

  ARRL sections:           83      (85 maximum. Almost a sweep. 

                            We only missed Alaska and Canadian Territories) 

  DX countries:         21 

  U.S. states:                      49 

 
Of course, Field Day is much more than a contest, but it is still fun to consider scores and compare years. ï 
BVRC was edged-out of its 1st Place national standing in the 3A-Commercial category from 2024 last year 
by a scant 147 points.  Hopefully this outstanding score will be sufficient to bring the first-place prize back to 
the club.  But either way....... 
 
 

CONGRATULATIONS  BVRC ON A  

MONUMENTAL JOB WELL DONE!!!  
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BVRC Membership Chair, Past President, and  
ARRL Certified Instructor, Tom-W5XNA 
has announced the convening of the 

2026 Summer BVRC Technician License Class: 
 
CLASS DATES:  Saturday, August 22 and Saturday, August 29, 2026 
 
CLASS LOCATION:  Elkins Public Library (Community Room) 
                         160 Doolin Drive 

      Elkins, AR  72727 
 
CLASS DURATION:  9:00 am ö 3:00 pm, August 22 
         9:00 am ö 4:30 pm, August 29  
                        (exam session follows end of 2nd class) 
 

TO REGISTER FOR THE CLASS, CLICK HERE  

 

FOR ANY ADDITIONAL CLASS INFORMATION,  

 

CONTACT BERNIE ð K5XS  
k5xs@aol.com    

 
 

https://bellavistaradioclub.org/event/technician-license-class-august-2026/
mailto:k5xs@aol.com
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ARRL Certified Instructor, Stephen ï N5ZE 
has announced the convening of the 

2026 Summer BVRC General License Class: 
 
CLASS DATES:  Saturday, August 1 and Saturday, August 8, 2026 
 
CLASS LOCATION:  Arkansas Law Enforcement Training Academy (ALETA) 
                           3424 S. Downum Road 

    Springdale, AR 
 
CLASS DURATION:  9:00 am ï 3:00 pm, August 1 
        9:00 am ï 4:30 pm, August 8 
                            (exam session follows end of 2nd class) 
 
 

TO REGISTER FOR THE CLASS, CLICK HERE  

 

FOR ANY ADDITIONAL CLASS INFORMATION,  

 

CONTACT STEPHEN -N5ZE  
stponder@gmail.com    

 
 

https://bellavistaradioclub.org/event/general-license-class-august-2026/
mailto:stponder@gmail.com
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From Don Banta ï

Jim Hodges ö KJ5QXV ö New Technician! 

Kyle McDaniel ö KJ5RFL ö New Technician! 

Mirabella Boyer ö KJ5RFQ ö New Technician! 

David Peavy ö KJ5REN ö New Technician! 

Bob Riggle ö N5RIG ö New General! 

Robert Presley ö KFØWAX ö New General! 

Derek Hughes ö KC5VWO ö New Amateur Extra! 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Next monthõs exam sessions  
 
ƍ August 8 , 2 pm ð Bella Vista Public  Library, 11 Dickens Place, Bella Vista  
ƍ August 8 , 10 am  ð Shiloh Museum of Ozark History , 118 W. Johnson Ave. , Springdale  

 

Congratulations!

If you wish to test, you must register for an exam session. 
To register, and for additional instructions, 

go to the ΨTESTINGΩ tab on the BVRC website: 
 

https://bellavistaradioclub.org/testing/  

https://bellavistaradioclub.org/testing/
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BVRC is proud to be an American Radio Relay League (ARRL) Special Service Club which 
requires at least 50% of BVRC members to also be members of the ARRL.   However, we 
have members who have not yet joined.  In case you are unaware, the yearly 
membership fee for the ARRL is $59.00 (just $4.90/month).  Among many, many other 
benefits, this membership includes a subscription to QST, the iconic flagship publication 
of amateur radio, which each month includes great articles about all facets of our 
hobby.  The first issue of QST was published in December 1915. 
 
Whether you've been licensed for forty years or earned your Technician license last month, 
you've probably heard someone mention the American Radio Relay League (ARRL).  Perhaps 
you've wondered if membership is really worth it.  After all, amateur radio offers countless 
ways to participate without belonging to any national organization. 
 

The truth is that the ARRL isn't just another 
club. It serves as the national association for 
amateur radio in the United States, 
advocating for the interests of all licensed 
operators while providing education, 
technical resources, emergency 
communications support, and a sense of 
community that benefits the entire hobby. 
Even operators who never become members 
benefit from the League's work. 
 
One of the most important reasons to 
support support the ARRL is its role in protecting the radio spectrum. 

 
Every frequency allocation enjoyed by amateur operators today exists because someone 
worked to obtain it and continues to defend it.  Commercial interests, government agencies, 
and emerging technologies constantly seek additional spectrum for their own purposes. 
Without a strong voice representing amateur radio, portions of our bands could gradually 
disappear. 
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Recently, Joel Harrison ς W5ZN, past ARRL President, past President of the Arkansas DX 
Association, and current Secretary of the International Amateur Radio Union (IARU) recently 
made this statement to ADXA members, but can be applied to all of us: 
 
ά¸ƻǳǊ !ww[ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5·// award program.  There is no 
other  organization in the  United  States  ς NONE ς  that promotes and defends the amateur 
radio service at the FCC, in Congress, and many other agencies and organizations.  
Internationally, ARRL is a vital member of the International Amateur Radio Union team 
defending amateur radio at the International Telecommunications Union and at World 
Radiocommunication Conferences that have the authority to take the radio spectrum, shuffle 
it like a deck of cards, and hand it out to whoever they see fit.  
 
Let me state this one more time ς there is no other organization in the United States that does 
this ς NONE!   If amateur radio is important to you, then ARRL should be just as important.  
hƘΣ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ !ww[ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ have been made?   Well, 
I served on the ARRL board for 22 years and four years as ARRL President, and it may come as 
ŀ ǎƘƻŎƪ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΗ  Collectively, though, the ARRL board 
reaches decisions based on member input and has maintained a strong amateur radio service 
ŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ ммл ȅŜŀǊǎΦέ 

ARRL Headquarters ð Newington, CT 

The ARRL regularly represents 
amateur radio before the Federal 
Communications Commission 
(FCC), Congress, and international 
telecommunications organizations. 
It reviews proposed regulations, 
files comments on behalf of 
amateurs, and works with 
lawmakers to preserve the 
spectrum needed for 
experimentation, emergency 
communications, education, and 
public service. 
 
While individual operators can 
certainly express their opinions, a 
unified organization representing 
tens of thousands of members 
carries far greater 
influence.become members 
benefit from the League's work. 
 
One of the most important reasons 
to support 

Learning in amateur radio never stops. 
 
After earning a Technician license, many operators pursue General and Amateur Extra 
privileges.  Others become interested in digital communications, satellites, antenna design, 
contesting, weak-signal operation, emergency communications, microwave experimentation, 
or homebrewing equipment. 

ARRL publications provide reliable technical information covering nearly every aspect of the 
hobby.  Books, operating manuals, licensing guides, and technical references have helped 
generations of hams improve their skills. 
 
One of the most respected resources remains QST, the League's monthly magazine.  Filled 
with equipment reviews, construction projects, technical articles, operating tips, contest 
information, and amateur radio news, it continues to be a valuable educational tool for 
operators of every experience level. 
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ARRL Headquarters Station ð W1AW 

When disasters strike, amateur 
radio has repeatedly 
demonstrated its value. 
 
Hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, 
wildfires, earthquakes, and other 
emergencies can disrupt 
commercial communications 
systems.  Amateur radio 
operators often provide backup 
communications for emergency 
management agencies, hospitals, 
shelters, and relief organizations. 
 
The ARRL supports emergency 
communications through the 
Amateur Radio 

communications through the Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES®), providing 
organizational structure, training materials, and coordination resources for volunteers 
nationwide.  Although emergency communications represent only one aspect of amateur 
radio, they remain an important public service that showcases the unique capabilities of 
licensed operators. 
 
One reason amateur radio has remained relevant for more than a century is its emphasis on 
experimentation. 
 
Many innovations in communications technology began with curious amateurs willing to 
build antennas, modify equipment, design circuits, or explore new operating modes. 
 
The ARRL encourages this spirit of innovation through technical publications, laboratory 
testing, educational programs, and engineering resources. Equipment reviews published by 
the League are respected because they include objective laboratory measurements alongside 
practical operating evaluations. 
 
For operators interested in understanding how equipment actually performsτnot simply 
what manufacturers advertiseτthese resources are invaluable. 

The ARRL is our voice in 
Washington. 
 
Federal regulations affecting 
amateur radio change over time. 
 
Whether the issue involves 
antenna restrictions, RF exposure 
rules, licensing requirements, 
interference concerns, or 
spectrum management, amateur 
operators need knowledgeable 
representation. 
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representation.  The ARRL employs experienced regulatory specialists who monitor 
developments, prepare technical comments, and advocate for policies that benefit the 
amateur community. 
 
Without a coordinated national organization, individual operators would find it much more 
difficult to influence regulatory decisions. 
 
Every experienced amateur remembers someone who helped them get started. 
 
Perhaps it was an Elmer who explained propagation, loaned equipment, or helped build a 
first antenna. Maybe it was a local radio club that administered an exam or introduced 
contesting. 
 
The ARRL supports youth programs, school radio clubs, teacher resources, licensing 
initiatives, and educational outreach that encourage new operators to join the hobby. 
 
The future of amateur radio depends upon attracting new generations of experimenters, 
communicators, and public-service volunteers. 

The ARRL supports youth programs, school 
radio clubs, teacher resources, licensing 
initiatives, and educational outreach that 
encourage new operators to join the 
hobby. 
 
The future of amateur radio depends upon 
attracting new generations of 
experimenters, communicators, and 
public-service volunteers. 

 
It's easy to focus on the tangible benefits of ARRL membership: 
 

 QST magazine + 3 other publications, On The Air, QEX, and NCJ  

 Technical publications  

 Educational resources   

 Operating awards 

 Contest support  

 Product discounts  

 Regulatory updates  

 Specialized programs 

 Special weekly bulletins 

 ¢ƘŜ !ww[ hǳǘƎƻƛƴƎ v{[ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

 !ƭƛŀǎ !ww[ Ŝ-mail service 

 CǊŜŜ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǊŜƴŜǿŀƭ ƻǊ ƳƻŘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ 

 !ƳŀǘŜǳǊ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ǘŜǎǘƛƴƎ 

 9ƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 

 /ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ 

 /ƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
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These benefits certainly provide value.  However, perhaps the greatest benefit is helping 
sustain the organization that works every day on behalf of amateur radio. 
 
Membership dues help fund advocacy, education, spectrum defense, technical research, 
youth outreach, and emergency communications programs that benefit the entire amateur 
community. 
 
Many of us invest thousands of dollars in radios, antennas, towers, feed line, test equipment, 
computers, and accessories. 
 
Compared to those investments, annual ARRL membership represents a relatively modest 
contribution toward protecting the future of the hobby itself. 
 
No organization is perfect, and members may occasionally disagree with individual decisions 
or policies.  Healthy discussion is part of any member-driven association.  Yet participation 
gives members the opportunity to influence the organization's direction while supporting its 
broader mission. 

Portion of W1AW antennas 

Amateur radio has always been more than making 
contacts.  It is about experimentation, education, 
public service, international goodwill, and lifelong 
learning.  Organizations like the American Radio 
Relay League help ensure that future generations 
will continue to enjoy those same opportunities. 
 
Whether your passion is DXing, contesting, Parks 
on the Air, Summits on the Air, emergency 
communications, digital modes, satellites, CW, 
homebrewing, or simply chatting with friends on 
the local repeater, the work performed by the ARRL 
supports the environment that makes those 
activities possible. 

 
If you've been considering membership but haven't 
yet joined, now may be a good time to take another 
look.  Supporting the League is, in many ways, an 
investment not just in an organizationτbut in the 
continued strength, vitality, and future of amateur 
radio itself. 

investment not just in an organizationτbut in the continued strength, vitality, and future of 
amateur radio itself.  LŦ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ !ww[ ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƳƛǎǎƛƴƎ ƻǳǘΦ 
 

To view all the membership options:   
https://www.arrl.org/membership#dues  
 
To apply for a new membership or renew your current membership: 
https://www.arrl.org/membership     
 

(If you join the ARRL, please notify BVRC Treasurer Marc-WØKYZ at e-mail almarc11yahoo.com.  Thanks!)   

https://www.arrl.org/membership#dues
https://www.arrl.org/membership
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WELCOME  

New BVRC 

Members!  

Denise Snow ï KEØKRH ï Bella Vista  

Dale Green ï AF6OE ï Fayetteville 

Tim Rulo ï KJ5QQO ï Bella Vista 

Michael Burns ï KJ5QFZ ï Pocola, OK 

Anthony Hudson ï KJ5CKK ï Lincoln 

Logan Cowie ï KJ5QXC ï Fayetteville  

Derek Hughes ï KC5VWO ï Huntsville 

Mirabella Boyer ï KJ5RFQ ï Siloam Springs 

David Peavy ï KJ5REN ï Centerton 

Kyle McDaniel ï KJ5RFL ï Jasper, AR 

 

BVRC Club Station Task Force Conducts Phase-2 Meeting 
The BVRC Club Station Task Force met on Sunday afternoon, July 5, for discussion of Phase-2 of the station.  The Phase-
1 completion included installations of the tower, rotator, antennas, feedlines, radio, computer, monitor, and 
accessories.  Phase-2 topics and plans for the station included an update on current station status, plans for the 
possible physical setup changes within the ALETA facility due to design changes of the station room during remodeling, 
constructing remote station operation capability, and plans to establish a core team of station coaches. 

Plans for Phase-2 include the following: 
Installation of the Kenwood TS-590 
transceiver, thus equipping the station 
with two HF radios. ς The 6-meter antenna 
to be connected. ς Configuration of the 
station following the arrival of a new 
ALETA 2-person console.  The new console 
will enable ALETA to interact and 
collaborate with BVRC, with amateur radio 
communication on one side of the console 
and ALETA on the other side operating A-
WIN. ς Antenna switching, additional coax 
drops, power outages, lightning strikes, & 
other station related items were 
discussed. 

Stan gave a remote demonstration of his contest station in the Cayman islands, showing the radio, rotator, and 
computer can be operated easily by remote.  The task force consists of (L to R in above photo) Gregg Harrison-K5GKH, 
Jan Hagan-WB5JAN, Roger Dickey-KJ4QIS, Tom Northfell-W5XNA, Sharron Edmondson-KC5SKY, Marc Whittlesey-
WØKYZ, Kathy Bromley-WQ5T, Jay Bromley-W5JAY, Stan Stockton-K5GO, and (taking the photo) Don Banta-K5DB.  
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http://www.joplinhamfest.org

http://www.joplinhamfest.org/
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Long before podcasts, livestreams, and instant messaging connected communities across the globe, there was 
a steady, unmistakable signal rising from Newington, Connecticut. To generations of amateur radio operators, 
hearing the call sign W1AW meant more than receiving a transmission ŕ it meant connecting with the heart of 
amateur radio.  

Known officially as the ARRL Hiram Percy Maxim Memorial Station  - located adjacent to ARRL Headquarters in 
Newington, CT -  W1W has spent nearly nine decades informing, educating, and inspiring radio amateurs 
worldwide.   It is a working station, a living museum, a training facility, and a symbol of the enduring spirit of 
amateur radio.  

 The story of W1AW begins during one of the most difficult 
periods in the history of the American Radio Relay League 
(ARRL). In February 1936, ARRL co-founder and longtime 
president Hiram Percy Maxim Ŗ known affectionately 
throughout the amateur radio commu nity as "The Old Man" Ŗ
died unexpectedly at the age of 66. Just weeks later, 
catastrophic flooding along the Connecticut River destroyed 
the League's headquarters station, W1MK located at HartfordŚs 
Brainard Field, leaving virtually nothing behind.  
 
The Board of Directors decided that a new station be built on 
a more suitable site in memory of President Maxim. In 
December 1936, the FCC-- in the first action of its kind --
assigned President MaximŚs former personal call, W1AW, to 
ARRL in memoriam.  A 7 -acre site was purchased in the sleepy 
town of Newington, about 5 miles southwest of Brainard Field.  
 
The Maxim Memorial Station  W1AW was dedicated on 
September 2, 1938.  The dedication ceremony was broadcast 
nationally by radio.  The new building sat alone while the town 
grew up around it.  Then, in 1963, the new  ARRL 
Headquarters building was added to the site.  W1AW 
underwent a major  interior 

From Don-K5DB 
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Headquarters building was added to the site.  W1AW underwent a major interior  renovation in 1988 -89, and 
the roof was replaced in 1996.  Exterior brick and concrete were repaired in 2000 and again in 2021.  Thanks to 
careful attention to the building's historical significance, the exterior looks much as it did at its 1938 dedicatio n. 
 
More Than a Building 
At first glance, the modest brick building hardly resembles one of amateur radio's most famous stations.  Its 
traditional architecture reflects the era in which it was built.  
 
Inside, however, visitors discover a fascinating blend of history and technology.  Historic transmitters stand 
alongside modern equipment capable of operating on multiple amateur bands simultaneously.  Memorabilia 
from the earliest days of the ARRL Ŗincludi ng artifacts belonging to Hiram Percy Maxim Ŗremind visitors that 
today's sophisticated digital stations grew from humble beginnings of spark transmitters and hand -built 
equipment.  Three professionally equipped operating studios allow licensed visitors to make contacts using one 
of the world's most recognized amateur radio call signs. For many hams, operating W1AW is a lifelong ambition.  

Studio 1 

Studio 2 

Studio 3 Hiram Percy Maxim desk 

The World's Classroom 
Perhaps no service has had a greater influence on amateur 
radio education than W1AW's Morse code practice 
transmissions.  For decades, aspiring operators tuned in to 
improve their code proficiency, gradually increasing their 
copying speed as they prepared for licensing examinations.  
 
Even after Morse code testing was eliminated from U.S. 
licensing requirements, the practice sessions remained 
popular among enthusiasts who appreciate CW as both a 
practical operating mode and a cherished tradition.  
 
In addition to code practice, W1AW continues to transmit 
news bulletins, technical information, and digital bulletins 
on a regular schedule across multiple amateur bands.   
These broadcasts provide operators with timely information 
while simultaneously demonstrating operating excellence 
and technical standards.  
 
W1AW has always represented more than operating skill.  
 
Visitors quickly discover that every aspect of the station 
reflects careful engineering and thoughtful  design.   
Modern antenna systems, multiple operating positions, 
emergency power capability, and carefully maintained radio 
equipment demonstrate best practices that countless 
amateurs have incorporated into their own stations.  
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The station also serves as an ambassador for amateur radio. School groups, newly licensed operators, 
international visitors, and experienced DXers all walk through its doors with the same sense of anticipation.  Few 
leave without a deeper appreciation for both t he technical and human dimensions of the hobby.  
 
Although many know W1AW for its educational broadcasts, the station also plays a significant role  during 
emergencies.  When disasters disrupt normal communications, W1AW can increase the frequency of its bulletins, 
providing critical information to amateur operators across the country.  This capability reflects one of amateur 
radio's oldest traditions : serving the public when conventional communication systems are compromised.  Its 
reliability has made W1AW one of the most respected voices on the amateur bands.  

North Tower 

South Tower 

Satellite 
Tower 

For many radio amateurs, visiting W1AW is 
comparable to visiting a historic observatory or 
aviation museum. Operators who have heard its 
familiar call sign for years finally experience the station 
firsthand, often making contacts from its operating 
positio ns and leaving with a commemorative QSL card 
or lasting memories of working from amateur radio's 
flagship station.  
 
The station's location beside ARRL Headquarters also 
offers visitors a broader perspective on the League's 
role in education, advocacy, publications, and technical 
development.  
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The massive transmitter bank of 
W1AW used for code practice and 

bulletin transmissions 

Then, thereŚs ŗOld BetsyŘ........................ 
 
"Old Betsy" is a historic rotary spark -gap transmitter 
that once belonged to Hiram Percy Maxim, the co -
founder of the ARRL and the original owner of the 
W1AW station call sign.  
 
Key facts about Old Betsy:  
 
¶ It is a non -synchronous rotary spark -gap 

transmitter.  A motor spins four electrodes at 
approximately 2,500 RPM past stationary 
electrodes, creating sparks that generate 
broad-spectrum radio energy.  This was an 
early method for sending Morse code before 
modern CW circuitry existed.  

 
¶ Maxim originally installed the transmitter in the 

basement of his Hartford, Connecticut, home in 
the 1920s.  It was moved to the W1AW lobby, 
where it was used for demonstrations until 
1989.  

 
¶ After sitting silent for nearly 24 years due to 

damage, W1AW Station Manager Joe Carcia 
restored Old Betsy to working order in 2013.  
He repaired the high -voltage capacitor, cleaned 
the motor, and installed a safe low -voltage 
keying system. òOld Betsyó 
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I have worked W1AW many times during contests, special events, or for just a short QSO. 
 
But the most exciting QSO I ever had with  the station was when BVRCŚs own Elmer 911 Coordinator Vinson 
Carter-WV5C was a guest operator at the station during his attendance  at headquarters  of an ARRL InstructorŚs 
training  class and workshop : 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                       If you would like to hear the QSO, click here. 
 
 
 
 
 
The Legacy Lives On 

 
Technology has transformed amateur radio since W1AW first took to the air in 1938. Spark transmitters gave 
way to vacuum tubes, which yielded to transistors, software -defined radios, digital signal processing, satellite 
communications, and internet -linked operating modes.  

 
Yet despite these dramatic advances, W1AW remains remarkably true to its original mission.  

 
It continues to educate.  

 
It continues to communicate.  

 
It continues to inspire.  

 
Every bulletin, every Morse code practice session, every visitor contact, and every special event remind operators 
that amateur radio is not merely about equipment or frequencies Ŗit is about people connected through 
curiosity, service, and a shared passion  for communication.  

 
Nearly ninety years after its dedication, W1AW is still doing exactly what Hiram Percy Maxim envisioned: bringing 
radio amateurs together, one signal at a time.  
 
 
 

One of my W1AW QSL cards from a QSO in 2022 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fe5UVnvAqz0

