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THE  

Arkansas ' Largest 
Amateur Radio Club

 June meeting ς Field Day station filtering 
 

 DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ CƛŜƭŘ 5ŀȅ ǇǊƻŎƭŀƳŀǘƛƻƴ 
 

 {ŀƭǳǘŜ ǘƻ .±w/Ωǎ ±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ 9ȄŀƳƛƴŜǊǎ 
 

 Community Outreach Team ς  
              Treat Trot / Summer Sizzler Race 
 

 K5A Special Event Station 
 

 BVRC W1AW/5 Operation 
 

 Handling Messages Through 
                              The National Traffic System 
 

 9·t9wLa9b¢9wΩ{ /hwb9w ς  
         Restoring a  
               Sparton 1951 AM/FM Radio, Part 2 
 

 SPACE RADIO:  Voyager 1 & 2 
 

 New Technician Question Pool Released 
    

 DXCC DEN:  Chad 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

  

 
 

Website:   www.bellavistaradioclub.org  
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Serving members in northwest Arkansas,  
southwest Missouri, & northeast Oklahoma  

http://www.bellavistaradioclub.org/


 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

JULY 202 6                                The SIGNAL                                  PAGE  3                                                      
 

HAM  101  NET 

LEGACY  NET 

SLOW  SCAN  TV  NET 

3830  ROUN DTABLE 

SOCIAL  JUNCTION  NET 

Mondays @ 7 pm on the  
WX5NAS Skywarn Link System 

Bentonville ð 146.865, -offset, pl 103.5  
Springdale ð 147.315, +offset, pl 97.4  
Fayetteville ð 147.315, +offset, pl 110.9  
Huntsville ð 443.625, +5 MHz, pl 97.4  
Green Forest ð 145.310, -offset, pl 103.5 

Wednesdays @ 7 pm on the 
BVRC Dual Linked Repeaters 

N5BVA/Bella Vista                   
147.255, +offset, pl 162.2        

 

                                     N5BVA/Springdale 
                                    444.100, +5 MHz, pl 162.2 
 

ñThe Slow Scan Showò 
 
Fridays @ 7 pm on the 
BVRC Dual Linked Repeaters 

Sundays @ 7 pm on the 
WX5NAS Skywarn Link System 

Sunday Afternoons 
4:00 pm during CST 
4:30 pm during CDT 

3.830 MHz 
 

Bentonville ð 146.865, -offset, pl 103.5  
Springdale ð 147.315, +offset, pl 97.4  
Fayetteville ð 147.315, +offset, pl 110.9  
Huntsville ð 443.625, +5 MHz, pl 97.4  
Green Forest ð 145.310, -offset, pl 103.5 

N5BVA/Bella Vista                   
147.255, +offset, pl 162.2        

 

                                     N5BVA/Springdale 
                                     444.100, +5 MHz, pl 162.2 
 



   

 

       

Thursday, July 2 , 202 6 @ 7pm 
Arkansas Law Enforcement Training Academy 

3424 S. Downum Road 
Springdale, AR 
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HAM 101 Workshop, 6pm preceding monthly meeting ð BVRC Signal Editor Don 

Banta ð K5DB will be conducting this monthõs workshop on the topic òThe ARRL 

ð What Is It?  What Does It Do?ó.  Don presents this workshop every 2-3 years for 

the newcomers that have become a part of the club, but may not know the full 

story behind the American Radio Relay League.  If you are not a member of the 

ARRL but are interested in gaining more information about the national 

organization of hams in the U.S., be sure and attend this workshop. 

BVRC July meeting, 7pm ð A special treat is in store for club members for the July 

meeting as BVRC welcomes special guest speaker Dave Casler ð KEØOG.  Dave 

resides in Ridgeway, CO and has been a ham and ARRL member for over 40 years.  

He is also the author of the excellent òAsk Daveó column in each monthly issue 

of QST.  Dave has a wealth of technical knowledge in all aspects of our hobby and 

for the July meeting will be spotlighting the topic òWhen You Have Nothing Tall ð 

Mast Ideasó. 

 
Donõt miss this great program with Dave! 
 
 

 SEE YOU THEN! 
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Jan Hagan ï WB5JAN 
wb5jan@arrl.net  

 

Vice President 
Kathy Bromley ï WQ5T 
wq5t@arrl.net    

 

Secretary  
Sharron Edmondson ï KC5SKY 
grannysharr@gmail.com  

 

Treasurer  
Marc Whittlesey - WØKYZ 
almarc11@yahoo.com  

 

Technical Officer 
Tem Moore ï N5KWL 
temmoore@gmail.com  

 

N5BVA Trustee 
Roger Dickey ï KJ4QIS 
dickeyr@gmail.com 
 

Board Member At Large && 
Public Information Officer 
Tom Northfell ï W5XNA 
w5xna@arrl.net  

 

                

                 
  
         Education & Elmer  911 Committee 
                      Chair:  Vinson Carter ï WV5C 
                                  vinsoncarter@gmail.com  

 
                                         Nets Committee 
                           Chair:  Stephen Ponder ï N5ZE  
                                                  stponder@gmail.com   

 
                                Membership Committee 
                       Chair:  Tom Northfell ï W5XNA 
                                                                      w5xna@arrl.net  

 
Social Media & & 

Community Outreach Committee  
                                 Chair:  Alex Smith ï KI5EQK
                                                              ki5eqk@gmail.com  

                                                
                                    EMCOMM COMMITTEE 

                Chair:  Drake Rush ï KJ5MXM   
drakerush1@hotmail.com 

 
        W5NX Trustee & Club Station Mgr. 

                Jay Bromley ï W5JAY   
jayw5jay@outlook.com

\                                                                     
                                        Webmaster 
                                           Roger Dickey ï KJ5QIS    
                                                              dickeyr@gmail.com  

 
                               VE Testing Committee 
                                      Chair:  Don Banta ï K5DB 
                                                arsk5db@gmail.com 

 
                                      Newsletter Editor  

                                Don Banta ï K5DB                                 
                                                            arsk5db@gmail.com   
 

 

mailto:wb5jan@arrl.net
mailto:wq5t@arrl.net
mailto:grannysharr@gmail.com
mailto:almarc11@yahoo.com
mailto:temmoore@gmail.com
mailto:dickeyr@gmail.com
mailto:w5xna@arrl.net
mailto:vinsoncarter@gmail.com
mailto:stponder@gmail.com
mailto:w5xna@arrl.net
mailto:ki5eqk@gmail.com
mailto:drakerush1@hotmail.com
mailto:jayw5jay@outlook.com
mailto:dickeyr@gmail.com
mailto:arsk5db@gmail.com
mailto:arsk5db@gmail.com
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Time to get out of the house and enjoy the 

outdoors. Or, go on a road trip. Or, combine 

both and plan a portable operation with your 

favorite hobby while enjoying a nature- based 

adventure!  

 

Of course, the easiest outdoor adventure to 

enjoy our hobby is to join your fellow BVRC 

*j*lj/0 k1 <&j)" ;k6c  8 "k6 ,# a#,,"] 

#j)),40%&-] #/j.2j+!&j0 k+" #2+b !k+ !j/1k&+)6 

reinvigorate your enjoyment of  our amateur 

radio hobby. Newer amateurs can watch 

with fascination the vast technical prowess 

k+" ,-j/k1&+$ 0(&))0 ,# *k+6 ,# ,2/ !)2l_0 

Elmers during this special day. Those 

farther along their path through amateur 

radio will undoubtedly learn something 

that will increase their skills and 

knowledge. Of co urse, everyone will enjoy 

the camaraderie our Field Day meals bring. 

All while enjoying a beautiful outdoor 

setting.  

 
 
 

 

President

 
radio hobby.  Newer amateurs can watch with fascination the vast technical prowess 

k+" ,-j/k1&+$ 0(&))0 ,# *k+6 ,# ,2/ !)2l_0 i)*j/0 "2/&+$ 1%&0 0-j!&k) "k6c  J%,0j 

farther along their path through amateur radio will undoubtedly learn something that 

will increase their  skills and knowledge.  Of course, everyone will enjoy the camaraderie 

our Field Day meals bring.   All while enjoying a beautiful outdoor setting.  
 
Perhaps after Field Day you will be inspired to enjoy more outdoor adventures with 

your amateur radio gear.  If you have HF privileges, consider a Parks on the Air 

activation at one of our beautiful local POTA park locations.   If you operate vhf/uhf 

and/or ten meters with your Technician class license, travel to a nearby mountain 

location like Mount Sequoya h in Fayetteville ,  or Eureka Springs ,  or even Mount 

Magazine and work the most distant repeater you can reach and log how far away 

you can make a contact with a fellow amateur through that repeater. Use your ten -

meter rig to see if a DX contact is possible.  
 

The point is to get out, enjoy nature, enjoy a road trip,  and enjoy amateur radio  in 

some of greatest beauty the Natural State has to offer!   Get out there!  

 
Also, on the following page is a proclamation from Governor  Sarah Huckabee Sanders 

of Arkansas of which BVRC can be proud , that I obtained from her office.  
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T he Governor 's Proclamation of Amateur Radio Week in Arkansas during the last 

week of June  2026, corresponds to ARRL Field Day on June 27th and 28th.  
 
I am very pleased with how the proclamation discusses amateur radio overall, amateur 

radio 's impact in Arkansas , and specifically calls out BVRC.  
 
The statewide and national attention BVRC has received is a direct reflection of  what  

all our members do that makes BVRC a welcoming, supportive , and community -

oriented club we can all be proud of.  

73, 

Jan Ù WB5JAN  
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June Meeting Features Program 

On Field Day Station Filters 

Due to the remodeling of classrooms in the ALETA building where BVRC normally holds its monthly meetings, 
our outstanding hosts allowed the June meeting to be held in the classrooms of the brand new and awesome 
ADLEST building, adjacent to the ALETA building.  A huge thanks to Gregg Harrison-K5GKH and Supervisor 
Clint Scrivner for affording the club the opportunity to meet in the new facility! 
 
And, once again, it was a packed house.  This month, BVRC members were treated to an excellent, 
interesting, and important program on ñField Day Intrastation Interference Preventionò, which was presented 
by distinguished member Jon Williams-K5DVT.  Jon plays an integral ñbehind the scenesò part of BVRC, as 
well as being the owner and maintainer of the NW Arkansas Skywarn Link System, of which two of the five 
BVRC weekly nets meet on. 
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Jon ï K5DVT  

Before Jonôs presentation, Field Day Chair Tom 
Northfell-W5XNA shared an excellent review of this 
yearôs 2026 Field Day preparations, and the different 
duties and equipment needed for this yearôs event.  
This year promises to be the biggest and best BVRC 
Field Day ever.  THANKS TOM FOR THE GREAT 
JOB YOU EACH YEAR AS OUR FD CHAIR. 
 
To prevent intrastation interference during an event 
such as Field Day, the tool needed to accomplish this 
is a band-pass filter for each station.  To simplify the 
understanding of band-pass filters, Jon illustrated 
there are 4 types of filters: 
 
Low Pass ï Blocks the high frequencies 
                    Passes the low frequencies 
 
High Pass ð Block the low frequencies 
                     Passes the high frequencies 
 
Band Pass ð Passes a broader ñwindowò of  
                                      frequencies 
  Rejects all other frequencies that 
                                      are ñout of bandò 
 
Band Stop ð Blocks a broader ñwindowò of  
                                      frequenciesò 
                      Passes all other frequencies 
 
The main filter used at Field Day operating sites 
employing multi-transmitters is the band-pass filter. 

Sample internal 
view of a 
band-pass filter  

This year for the high bands (20, 15, 10 meters) ï and a HUGE thanks for Stan Stockton-K5GO and Bill 
Kennamer-K5FUV ï BVRC will incorporate not only band-pass filters for each of the 3 main stations on CW, 
phone, and digital, but will also combine the three stationsô transmission lines through a triplexer.  What this 
will do is enable all three stations to use the same antenna at the same time on different bands, hence 
eliminating intrastation interference totally.  This is an astronomical plus for the club, and will contribute to a 
much more efficient and enjoyable Field Day for everyone operating.  Thanks Jon for another great program!   
Also, a big thanks to Michael-W5KMK for his great job in Juneõs HAM 101 Workshop where he 
discussed Part 2 of FT8 operation, where many of the more in-depth options and settings in the WSJT-
X and JT Alert software were explored.  
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BVRC Membership Chair, Past President, and  
ARRL Licensed Instructor, Tom-W5XNA 

has announced the convening of the 
2026 Summer BVRC Technician License Class: 

 
CLASS DATES:  Saturday, August 22 and Saturday, August 29, 2026 
 
CLASS LOCATION:  Elkins Public Library (Community Room) 
                         160 Doolin Drive 

      Elkins, AR  72727 
 
CLASS DURATION:  9:00 am ö 3:00 pm, August 22 
         9:00 am ö 4:30 pm, August 29  
                        (exam session follows end of 2nd class) 
 
 

FOR FULL INFORMATION  ON THE CLASS , 

(HOW TO REGISTER, MATERIALS  NEEDED , ETC.)  

 

CONTACT TOM -W5XNA AT  
w5xna@arrl.net   

 
 

mailto:w5xna@arrl.net
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In Memoriam 
4WL]PYNP f3`^_P]g >Z]]Zb 

AD5AM 
 

1949 - 2026 

Buster became a Silent Key on May 24 at the age of 77.  He was a resident of Rogers. He 
was preceded in death by his wife, Linda-KD5ANL, in March of this year.  Buster was a ham 
for 30 years, being first licensed in 1996.  He was a regular check-in on the BVRC nets and 
the Arkansas Razorback Net.  He will be missed.  RIP Buster. 

Once a month (and extra exam sessions for our license classes), year after year, .±w/Ωǎ ǘŜŀƳ ƻŦ 
Volunteer Examiners exert their time and effort to conduct license testing for exam candidates.  
They go about their VE duties without any accolades or recognition, nor do they seek any.  They 
do it for the love of the hobby and the furtherance of the club.  During this busy year of club 
activities, The Signal pauses to acknowledge and thank these awesome individuals: 

BELLA VISTA VE TEAM 
Team Lead:  Robert Hill ö K5NZV 
Scott Cook ö N5SRC 
Jessie Costulis ö KG5YJW 
Brandon Gage ö W5BNL 
Tom Harris ö W5BNR 
Joe Hott ö W5AEN 
Dale Locander ö W5DSL 
Cade Petersen ö KC7MDT 
Mark Whittlesey ö WØKYZ 
Ryan Wolfe ö KEØCZQ 
Zack Wolfe - KEØCZP 

SPRINGDALE VE TEAM 
Team Lead:  Don Banta ö K5DB 

Jay Bromley ö W5JAY 
Kathy Bromley ö WQ5T 
Vinson Carter ö WV5C 

Bill Cassidy ö KJ5EKK 
David Gilbert ö KB5SEZ 

Michael Kemper ö W5KMK 
Tom Northfell ö W5XNA 
Stephen Ponder ö N5ZE 
Nate Stevens ö KF5RPK 

Richard Thibodeaux ö K5OTH 
Mark Whatley ö K5XH 
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The BVRC Community Outreach 
Team continued their outstanding 
communication assistance service  
to NW Arkansas on Sunday, June 
21, at the "Treat Trot and Summer 
3ÉÚÚÌÅÒȱ ÒÁÃÅȢ  4ÈÅ ÅÖÅÎÔ ×ÁÓ ÈÅÌÄ ÁÔ 
Hunt Elementary School in 
Springdale.  The COT had to be 
early birds for this one, as the race 
began at 6:00 am. 
 
Team leader Alex Smith ɀ KI5EQK, 
new EmComm Coordinator Drake 
Rush ɀ KJ5MXM, and all the 
Community Outreach Team, WE 
APPRECIATE YOU! 
 

Alex ð KI5EQK, Brad ð KJ5CWR, 
Bob ð KB5YFH, and Drake ð KJ5MXM 

Team members from left to right:  Alex Smith-KI5EQK, Brad Ponder-KJ5CWR, Steven Judd-Turtle, Indigo Johnson-
KJ5OJB, Chris Johnson, KE4EIF, Bob Quinn-KB5YFH, Dan Hayes-KJ5HCO, and Terry Heimel ð KJ5PPJ 

Racers press on during event 
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Strays......... 

CW buffs:  Want to see it in action? ï Click here. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QL3ZmiJXFwQ
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Derek Hughes ð KC5VWO ð New General! 
Jerrold Haley ð KJ5QEN ð New Technician! 
Susan Anders ð KJ5QFQ ð New Technician! 
Katie Brinkley ð KJ5QFR ð New Technician! 
Jessica Stevens ð KJ5QGJ ð New Technician! 

Christian Westbrook ð KJ5QMV ð New Technician! 
 
 

 
 

 
Next monthõs exam sessions  
NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE FOR THE 2 PM SESSION  & DATE CHANGE FOR 10 PM SESSION  
 
ƍ J uly  11 , 2 pm ð Coldwell Banker Building, 3113 N. Walton Blvd., Bentonville   
ƍ J uly  18 , 10 am  ð Shiloh Museum of Ozark History , 118 W. Johnson Ave. , Springdale  

 

Congratulations!

If you wish to test, you must register for an exam session. 
To register, and for additional instructions, 

go to the ΨTESTINGΩ tab on the BVRC website: 
 

https://bellavistaradioclub.org/testing/  

https://bellavistaradioclub.org/testing/
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Camaraderie, teamwork, and honing operational skills were on full display over the weekend of 
June 13 & 14, as  BVRC newcomers to the great hobby of amateur radio and the club got their 
first taste of operating a special event station.  
 
Every 5 years, BVRC sponsors K5A, a Special Event Station commemorating when Arkansas was 
admitted to the union on June 15, 1836.  This year marked the 190 -year milestone of that 
historic occasion . 
 
Those who signed -up for the event were able to řraise the barŚ for themselves by sharpening 
their operating skills , learning how to use a computer logging program, discover new non -
NATO/military phonetics that are used quite often on the HF bands (ŗAmericaŘ instead of 
ŗAlpha, ŗRadioŘ instead of ŗRomeoŘ, ŗSugarŘ instead of ŗSierraŘ, ŗGermanyŘ instead of ŗGolfŘ, 
ŗYokohamaŘ instead of ŗYankeeŘ, etc.), separating calls in pileups, smooth operating, getting 
accustomed to copying strange callsigns when a DX station would answer the proverbial ŗCQŘ, 
and many other techniques for this type o f operation.  And of course, everyone experienced 
the biggest factors of the event ŕ FUN and EXCITEMENT. 
 
The fun factor was on display during the entire weekend with the participants enjoying working 
with each other and having a lot of laughs along the way  to 750 contacts!!!   
 
And occasionally, hoots and hollers could be heard as the excitement factor manifested itself 
when a QSO was successfully completed with a DX station.  Collectively, at the club station and 
our at -home operators worked 46 countries!  
 
With all due respects to our older members present, it was a thrill to see so many young adults 
and teenagers participating in this event.  All of the participants stated their pleasure and 
enjoyment of the experience and look forward to Field Day and othe r BVRC operating events. 
 
And, a BIG thanks to all our at -home BVRC members who worked the station during the event!  
 
Enjoy some of the photos of our great 2026 K5A BVRC club station team:  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JULY 202 6                                The SIGNAL                                  PAGE  16                                                     
 

Indigo Johnson-KJ5OJB at the mic, with Jase Rogers-
KJ5OJE, Canaan Johnson-KJ5EMJ and visitor Cirrus 
looking on and preparing to also operate during the event 

Usually operating on CW, BVRC 
Vice-President Kathy Bromley-

WQ5T racks-up some SSB QSOs 

Father-Son duo Shawn Rogers-KJ5MDW at the mic with 
son Jase-KJ5OJE handing the logging duties 

Jerry Biazo-W5JDB  
logs another QSO 

BVRC Club Station Manager  
Jay Bromley-W5JAY and BVRC 
President Jan Hagan-WB5JAN 
converse during the K5A event 
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Another Father/Son team was 
Chris Johnson-KE4EIF with son  

Canaan-KJ4EMJ logging...great job guys! 

Ryan Biazo-K5HEX makes another 
ham happy with a K5A contact 

Along with the father/son teams, we had a great 
husband/wife team, Brandon and Lanna Gage ð W5BNL & N5ALG, 

who did an outstanding job tallying those QSOs 

Brent Hedrick-KJ5OIL with Don Banta-K5DB logging. 
Brent recently acquired his Amateur Extra license and 
did an exceptional job with his first time on SSB HF! 
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Along with our Saturday and Sunday club station operation, BVRC had several of our veteran 
operators assisting with the K5A Special Event Station activation from their home domicile 
stations.  A HUGE thanks to these individuals for their outstanding operating ! HereŚs some of 
them: 

K5A Statistics: 
U.S. states:  50 
Canadian provinces:  7 
DX countries:  49 
QSOs:  2,874 

Robert ï K5NZV  

Don ï K5DB  Nick ï WA5BDU  

Michael ï W5KMK  


