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Monthly Meetings: T*! Thursdays @ 7 p.m.
Arkansas Law Enforcement Training Academy (ALETA)

3424 S. Downum Road, Springdale AR
(HAM 101 Workshop for Newcomers @ 6pm preceding meeting)

Club Calls: N5BVA / W5NX

(Repeater Nets) (Contesting, Operating, Special Events)

BVRC Twin Linked Repeaters:
Bella Vista: 147.255 +600 khz offset, pl 162.2
;\_zggringdale: 444.100 + 5 MHz offset, pl 162.2 ,

\\

Webs:t

7@
V¥ Veerises |

Serving members in northwest Arkansas,
southwest Missouri, & northeast Oklahoma



http://www.bellavistaradioclub.org/
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WIEEKINEBVRGINERS

Bentonvilled 146.865pffset, pl 103.5
Springdaleé 147.315, +offset, pl 97.4
Mondays @ 7 pm on the Fayettevillé 147.315, +offset, pl 110.9
WXSNAS Skywarn Llnk Systen Huntsvilled 443.625, +5 MHz, pl 97.4
Green Foresi145.310pffset, pl 103.5
I

LEGACY NET

BVRC Dual Linked Repeaters N5BVA/Springdale

N5BVA/Bella Vista
Wednesdays @ 7 pm on the 147.255, +offset, pl 162.2
444.100. +5 MHz. pl 162.2
I

3830 ROUNDTABLE

Sunday Afternoons

4:00pm during CST 3.830 MHz
4:30 pm during CDT

I

SOCIAL JUNCTION NE

Bentonvilled 146.865pffset, pl 103.5
Springdaleé 147.315, +offset, pl 97.4
Sundays @ 7 pm on the Fayettevill® 147.315, +offset, pl 110.
I

WX5NAS Skywarn Link Systel  Huntsville3443.625, +5 MHz, pl 97.4
Green Foregi 145.310pffset, pl 103.5

SLOW SCAN TV NET

- NSBVA/Bella Vista
hThe Slow Scan 147.255, +offset, pl 162.2

Fridays @ 7 pm on the N5BVA/Springdale
BVRC Dual Linked Repeaters 444.100, +5 MHz, pl 162.
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NEWT
MONTHLY MEETINE

Thursday, May 72026 @ 7pm
Arkansas Law Enforcement Training Academy
3424 S. Downum Road

Sprinadale, AR

May Meeting Information

HAM 101 Workshop, 6pm preceding monthly mé&WgC Social Media Ch
and Community Outreach Team leader Alex-BBREQK will be our instruct
for the May HAM 101 Workshop. Alex will be addressing a very interesti
oTactical Awareness Kit fHs workBhogwil
include defining what ATAK is, why it's a powerful tool for hams to use |

planning, and a demonstration of some of its most useful features to tf
(See announcement later in this issue.)

BVROMaymeeting, 7prd BVRGvelcomes member Justin GoggakdJCG to our Mageeting
with his presentation of o0Operating the

The ISM radio band (Industrial, Scientific, and Medical) refers to portions of the radio
reserved internationally for ntslecommunications purposes, specifically to accomme
devices that generate and use radio frequency (RF) energy faraindesentific, medical, ¢
domestic applications like RF heating, microwave ovens, and medical diathermy.

While originally intended for higbwer applications, these bands are now widely used for
range, lowpower wireless communication systems because they are typically unlicensed,
devices to operate without government permission.

Most of us use the ISM band daMg you read this, multiple devices in your home are
operating on the bandAr e you fully wutil i zi hngginé Hegone
communications without the need for internet, phone, license, or any power source othe
sun. Justin willdelve into LoRa and how it extracts messages from the below the noise flo
ultralowpowered devicesloin us as Justin shares this unique and informational topic .

SEE YOU THEN!
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From the desk of
A Y

As many of you know, | have been sharing with you that the May
2026 edition of the ARRL national magazine, QST, would feature the
Bella Vista Radio Club as the featured "club spotlight” for the month.

The ARRL has designated 2026 as theyear of the cluba In doing
so, QST magazinas spotlighting an outstanding club in each of the
twelve issues of the magazine during the 2026 year. BVRC was
selected as one the clubs to be featured from the 2800 ARRL
affiliated amateur radjio clubs throughout the United States .

It is because of you & our members 6 that BVRC provides the
support, the activities, the knowledge, the resources, and the
welcoming spirit that made our club worthy of being selected as one

of the clubs spotlighted during 2026. Congratulations to all of you

for making BVRC the outstanding club it is today.

| am pleased that BVRC has been granted permission to reprint the
QST articleon the following page of our own nationally recognized
newsletter, The Signal. | hope that you will not hesitate to share this
article with those who might be interested in learning about our
wonderful amateur radio hobby and about how our club can be part
of their journey through the hobby.

73,
Jand WB5JAN
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Mait Smith, msmith@arrl.org

Club Spotlight

o .
ICOM Official Sponsor of ARRL Year of the Club

Founded: 1993

Voting Licensed Amateur Members: 313
Members: 325

Section: Arkansas

Operating on a moving train is just
one of the unique events repre-
sentative of the types of activities
the Bella Vista Radio Club (BVRC)
offers its members. The club set

up a mobile station, the N5T Train
Mobile, on the excursion train that
runs through Arkansas, operating
SSB and CW on 20 and 40 meters
throughout the frip on a Yaesu
FT-991A transceiver. Organized and
conducted by Joe Dunn, WAS5JD,
the event offered a rare, fun leaming
opportunity typical of the club.

The Bella Vista Radio Club began
as the Bella Vista Repeater Group
in 1993, later changing its name

to reflect its expanded interest in

all areas of the hobby. Today, the
club has more than 300 members.
QOutreach programs designed to
attract new amateurs have created a
significant increase in club member-
ship over the past 5 years.

The BVRC Culture

The club touts what it calls the
“BVRC culture,” whose core values
and key commitments include being
welcoming, supportive, active, fun,
and caring, as well as providing

Sponsored by lcom | www.icomamerica.com

= -— P

Bella Vista Radio Club

ARRL Affiliation Date: Jul. 19, 2018
Meetings: Monthly

Website: www.bellavistaradioclub.org
Focus: Mentoring, education

support to their members’ growth

in all facets of the amateur radio
hobby. The club provides licensing
classes, a multi-location Volunteer
Examiner testing program, a dedi-
cated HAM 101 net, and monthly
HAM 101 workshops. Every meeting
begins with each member intro-
ducing themselves, all part of the
club’s welcoming nature.

The club’s goals are to promote

and educate the local community
about amateur radio, assist first
responders, train and maintain

the readiness of local operators,
promote diverse activities within the
amateur radio community, and main-
tain an active local amateur radio
club and repeater system.

Club President Jan Hagan,
WBS5JAN, says many members
talk about the BVRC as part of their
extended family. He describes their
year-end banquet as “feeling [like]
a big family gathering during the
holiday season.”

An Active Club
The club meets monthly at the
Arkansas Law Enforcement Training

Reprinted with the Permission of the ARRL iora

Academy (ALETA), with presenta-
tions covering topics relevant to both
new and experienced hams, such
as the Intemational Amateur Radio
Union, contesting from a teenager’s
point of view, and more.

A highlight of the club’s activities,
according to Hagan, is the combina-
tion camping and portable opera-
tions events. These include a POTA
campout at Mount Magazine and a
stay at Beaver Dam Campground.

The club also has a big ARRL Field
Day presence. For the last several
years, the city of Bella Vista has
declared the week of ARRL Field
Day as amateur radio week. Each
year, the club creates a short docu-
mentary about their activities that is
available at www.youtube.com/
@BellaVistaRadloClub.

One of the Bella Vista Radio Club's
biggest recent undertakings has
been setting up its own club station.
More than 20 members of the BVRC
with specialized skills worked to
construct the tower, build custom
HF beam antennas, run coax and
control lines, and set up the station
at the ALETA facility. On January

4, 2026, the W5NX station made
its first contact. Now the club has a
station available to its members for
education, contesting, emergency
operations, and more.

The Future

As the club continues to grow,
Hagan is excited about its future,
saying, “If our club stays true to our
mission and culture of providing

a welcoming place of support for
those new to the hobby, we will
develop new, young leaders who will
continue to move the club forward
no matter where the future technolo-
gies take the hobby.”

7 May 2026 13
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It was another packed house for the BVRC April 2026 meeting on Thursday evening, Apri
program by BVRC member Brian\W#&isU E K , ANew Life for OId
extremely informative and interesting predenatisure.

Hrst licensed in IQ@riamas maintained his original call sign since that time. His is a veteral
tours in Vietnam. One of Briands passi onsc
of his time in amateur radio in collecting, restorimy a&imdage amateur radio equipBrean. share
photos of his shack, workbench, and the various vintage transmitters and receivers that he
owns. From the pictures Brian displayed, he has a veritable classic radio museullidifiesémn
types of Collins, Heathkit, Johnson, Hammarlund, and other makes of radios were included
you are interested in those photos of his outstanding radio collection, Brian said you are we
an email (he is gooth QRZ.com) and request a .pdf file of the presentation that he will be g

you.
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Brian began his program answering the q
A Wh y an ol der radi
especially for newcomers getting started in tr
and on a budget:

PRICE You can usually find really good barg:
ol der radi os at ham
aroundd toward the e
might be willing to reduce the price on their
get it sold and not have to take it back hilor
them.

Brian 7 WASUEK
FACTORY RETURN NOT REQUIRED new radios, if a problem occurs resulting in the nee:
of the unit, most of the time it requires special parts and special tools to affect repair and th:
shipping the unit back to the fadtoey, you are faced with hefty shipping charges both ways tc
with the high bench repair cost. With older radios, you can easily secure a user manual
contains the schematic and fix it yourself. No need to deal with the factory

EASE OF REPAIR®Ider radios are easy to repair. Normalltasisally suffice with possibly son
equipment.

PARTS AVAILABILITWIth most of the parts of new radios coming from China, sometimes it |
to obtain repair parts and at other times a long waiting period for parts can occur. With olde
are usually simple (tubes, dapsaiesistors, etc.) and easy to find on the internet.

THE 6 COOL OlHeAradio®tRad are completely restored are definite conversation piec
dependable performers.

Brian then covered the tools needed for res
and repair of vintage radios, the proper c
techniques, affordable HF transceivers (
ranging in price from-$800), proper steps in
restoration process, a safety checklist of wh
with the radio before powering it up for the f
(Brian calls it ATh

presentation with information on quality venc
parts can be secured from.

Brian, thanks so very much for an excellent
This was the first of its kind for BVRC and a
members were totally charmed with it!

BVRC President Jan -WB5JAN presents ) _
Brian with the BVRC Certificate of Hoping you might

be

Appreciation for his great program sometime? (Hi, hi)
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BVRC VE REPORT /
From Don Banfta — KEDB i <
BVRC VE Coordinator g
April 2026

2 o
TABy151ED A2

CongratulEations!

Brent Hedrick | KJ50IL| New Amateur Extra!
Alan Flynn | KJ5LZN| New Amateur Extra!
Oso Wood | KD5JPK | New General!
Ben Albee | KI5SPPXI New Technician!
Rodney Holt | KJISPPWIi New Technician!

Next monthés exam sessions
Qo May 9 , 10 am 3 Shiloh Museum, 118 W. Johnson Ave, Springdale
o May 9 ,2pm J Bella Vista Public Library, 11 Dickens Place, Bella Vista
If you wish to test, you must register for an exam session.

To register, and for additional instructions,
go to the TESTING tab on the BVRC website:

https://bellavistaradioclub.org/testing/
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AMATEUR RADIO

X

* A NATIONAL RESOURCE

=EUD DAY 210
LTI

The biggest ham radio event of the year is just around the corr
Mark your calendar and join us for food, fun, fellowshi
operating, & handson experience in settingip portable ham
stations. Volunteers are neededor set-up, teardown, food,
drinks, snacksaccessoriegetc. If you would like to help, contac

TomW5XNA at:
wbxna@airrl.net

5hbQ¢ alllf{ h; ;¢
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| ikeBella VistaRadio Club is proucl tolannounce
thiekRadios for Young Rookies” program!!!

This initiative celebrates local youth who have successfully passed their amateur
radio Technician License exam, awarding them their very own handheld radios to
begin their journey in the world's greatest hobby.

~This program will provide a new vhf/luhf amateur radio _ to young prospective
amateurs under the age of 18 who take and pass their = Technician class license
through BVRC's VE program and become BVRC members. This program, Radios for
Young Rookies, is designed to provide encouragement for young people to get their
license and to provide them with the means to begin operating as soon as t hey are
licensed.

oBy providing the equipment they need t
just rewarding theirhardwork fAwe dr e hel ping them build
to become the next generation of C Oommu
stated BVRC President, Jan Hagan d WB5JAN.

It is anticipated that the gateway through which most young people will gain their
license is through BVRC's weekend Technician license classes taught by BVRC chief
instructor, Tom Northfell dW5XNA.

If you know of a child who would like to study to pass their amateur radio
Technician license, please contact Tom regarding enrollment requirements for the
upcoming class being held in May for two Saturdays, May 23rd and 30th.

5xna@arrl.net
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HAM 101.:

Featuring Alex Smith
on Tactical Awareness Kit

-Event Planning
-Team Coordination
-Asset Tracking & Management

BVRC Meeting
May 7th 6pm
@ A.L.E.T.A.
Springdale AR
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Along with the main station, other POTA stations abounded on the Beaver Dam Site Lakse
April 11 as club call W5NX was WELL represented on the ham bands during the BVRC PO

Eight different POTA stations were on the air featuring vertied laaid \wade antenndsal for POT
operationlt was a very successfidniwith many newcomers getting their first taste of the exc
activating a pavk HRn the POTA program.

A margarita bar was setup Friday evening before the main Saturday event, with a great c
and great ham feIIowshlp

BVRC member RVs and tents dotted the campgrc
some treating event attendees to some homemade
guaranteed to satisfy the most discriminating palate!

Before the main POTA 101 event began the following
at noon, around 10 am-KoDB treated Badd5CWR
BrandotW5BNL, and StepidBZE as they trave
nort hwest about 10 mi |l e
Eyebrow State Natural Area wherateel tifeem to a trif
operator / triple park activationthsitngsty mobile stati
I n his pickup. Devil 0s
Management Area and Kirk Dupps Beaver Lake WM
‘ it af ditdh.or eeThe t hrsaheypagse
the mic to one another giving calling stations not only three partal| bigrnpee€)SO. Needless
say, the pileup was | arge and all threebo




MAY 2026 The SIGNAL PAGE 15

Everyone had a blast, as most BVRC memncbergarvhen they attend special club events sucl
one. Enjoy the following pictorial of all the happenings at BVRC POTA 101 Day! :

N

WS5BNL(l), KISCWRY), ahd
\SZH foregroundyluringtheir v <
“triple POTA park activatiorw 3

N\

The t wdWVA3ID and ¥5ABMWith the The POTA antenna setup
nifty vertical of WB5JAN in the backgrour of Dalew5DSL
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RoberK5NZV
mans the main digital FT8 station

RPN

R

POTA 101 Day preparations for JoeWAS5JD makes a SSB contact
the big Saturday evening feast with BrerKJ5OIL logging

3 JoeWS5AEN
at the émeter station

BradKk J 5 C WR
Don K5DB, who
saluted the Artemis Il
splashdown with
his attire
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KathyWQ5T and Cafd5KTE
at oneof the SSB stations

A BVRC first! o
BrandoAW5BNL and XYL LaAN&ALG DaleW5DSL
at theSlow Scan Tstation makes an FT8 contact in his new ter

| Another of the dandy

| POTA antennas seen all
over the campground.
This one from CarlI5KTE

MarkW?GCY operates one of the
additional FT8 stations
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llmnunnimn
Special Event S\a\\s\

BN

Commemorating tinaB@rsa
of Arkansas Statehood

uuuuuu
Special Event Station ¢

K5A QSL card that will be used for the even
well as given to each BVRC member particij

Arkansas became a state on June 15, 1836. This year marks the 190 t
anniversary of Arkansasd joining the U
BVRC club station W5NX will be on the air at the ALETA building with

the Special Event callsign K5A during the weekend of Saturday, June
13 and Sunday June 14. Operating hours will be in the following
segments for both days , with 4 operators the first two segments, and

3 operators for the final segment (11 total operators):
9am -1pm , 1pm -5pm , 5pm -8pm.

Provided propagation is good, the pileups will be large with Special Event Station
enthusiasts attempting to work K5A. This big event will present an excellent
opportunity for any interested club member (and especially newcomers)  to enjoy
and experience HF operation ( and al so a Owarm upo6 for F

I f youdre int
Don-K5 DB wi t h t

e r-up sotopedate this exsitinggaventhgend an e -mail to
he date(s) and segment (s) yo

arsk5db@gmail.com
Sign-up and join us! Only 11 slots available!
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It was an exciting Sunday afternoon at the
BVRC club station W5NX, as 11 newcomers
representing future generations of ham
radio operators, demonstrated their
operating prowess in the 2026 ARRL Phone

. ROORIE ROUNDUP ¢
e N ,4§
from 2026 and three years previou s,

Rookie Roundup event.

The afternoon was filled with excitement
(as some of these beginners were getting
behind the mic for the first time) suspense,
and lots of laughs. An outstanding time
was enjoyed by all with a desire to do it
again next year.

This was a historic moment in BVRC
history , as this was the first time Rookie
Roundup was conducted from the new
W5NX club station. In previous years, the

cl ubds wonder f ul coa
rookies into their home shacks to
participate in the event, which was a great
success, but being able to ¢ ongregate and
fellowship together at the club station was

a definite plus as well.

However, BVRC coaches were still needed
and several of them were on hand with the
rookies to advise them on how to operate
and log. A big thanks to them for their
help and assistance: Vinson Carter -WV5C,
James Wood-N5ZMX, Stephen Ponder -N5ZE
(coach and rookie!), and Don Banta -K5DB.

The rookies operated as W5NX inthe multi -
operator category. As the afternoon
progressed, it was great to hear several

§ t%‘lr
ROok“e RO

A'w”m-

(&

g pyy et Year ¥
% 2 026'!

Indigo
KJ50JB

Isabelle
KI5ZXG




