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MonthiyIMeetings: 1°* Thursdaysi@:7 p.m.
Arkansas Law EnfericementiiraininglAcademy(ALETA)

3424 §. DownumiRoad®Springdale AR
(HAM 101 Workshop!foriNewcomersi@i6pm preceding meeting)

Club Calis: N5BVA// WSNX

(Repeater Nets) (ContestingiOperating, Special Events)

BVRC T win_ Linked Repeaters:
Bella Vista: 147:255 +600'khz offset, pli162.2
Springdale: " 444100 +'5 MHz offset, pl 162.2

Website:

7@
T fhalacasos]

Serving members in northwest Arkansas,
southwest Missouri, & northeast Oklahoma



http://www.bellavistaradioclub.org/
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WEEKLY BVRC NETS

HAM 101 NET

Bentonvilled 146.865pffset, pl 103.5

I\/Iondays @ 7 pm on the Springdaleé 147.315, +offset, pl 97.4
. Fayettevill® 147.315, +offset, pl 110
WX5NAS Skywarn Link Systen i ntsville3 443.625, +5 MHz. pl 97.4

Green Foresi 145.3100ffset, pl

EGACY NET

N5BVA/Bella Vista
Wednesdays @ 7 pm on the 147.255, +offset, pl 162.2

BVRC Dual Linked Repeaters N5BVA/Springdale

830 ROUNDTABLE

Sunday Afternoons

4:00pm during CST 3.830 MHz
4:30 pm during CDT

SOCIAL JUNCTION NE

Bentonvilled 146.865pffset, pl 103.5

Springdaleé 147.315, +offset, pl 97.4
Sundays @ 7 pm On_the Fayettevill® 147.315, +offset, pl 110
WX5NAS Skywarn Link Systel  Huntsvilled443.625, +5 MHz, pl 97.4

Green Forei 145.310pffset, pl

| -

08

SLOW SCAN TV NET
S|

(AThe OW S cC a N5BVA/Bella Vista

) 147.255, +offset, pl 162.2
F”days @ 7 pmon the N5BVA/Springdale

BVRC Dual Linked Repeaters 444.100, +5 MHz, pl 162
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NEWT B
MONTHLY MEETINE

Thursday, March5, 2026 @ 7pm
Arkansas Law Enforcement Training Academy
3424 S. Downum Road

Sprinadale, AR

March Meeting Information

HAM 101 Workshop, 6pm preceding monthly mé&tevgcomers are in fi
another hande n tr eat as this mont ho:
OOhmoé2d amm t h BVRCOs Hos [Eixtpealrii tr
Cornerauthor, Dr. Bill DurhathkK G5 Z C | . The firs¢s
enabled attendees to learn how to measure resistances usiAgeteris.
This will be an advanced follaprand will be very educational and fun. |
by popul ar de ma thd workdhogh 6t mi ss

BVRCMarchmeeting, 7pmrdAl s o back by popul

meeting will be especiabigneficiafor BVRGhewcomers.Be sure and joil
us f or 0 As KrhisTnieetingEwill imeeentively devoted to a Q
session with a very experienced panel of BVRC opevnatdrang each
operator being one of the club
hobby.d Do you have ham radio questiomsMennas and feedlines, rad
and equipmentechnicalgrounding, operating, POTA, mobile instafiafi
shack seup, DXing, digital modes, logging,contestiagd more.e.

Hereds your c¢chance to glean 1n
panel of EImerMentors fielgdand render great answersyiour questions.

Newcomers T bring your questions!

SEE YOU THEN!
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BOARID fe APPOINTIED
IVIVEAIVIBIEARES OFFICERS

President Education & Elmer 911 Committee
Jan Hagan 1 WB5JAN Chair: Vinson Carter 1 WV5C
wb5jan@arrl.net vinsoncarter@gmail.cor

Vice President . Nets Committee
Kathy Bromley 1 WQS5T Chair: Dana Widboom 1 KISTGY

dcwidboom@gmail.con
wq5St@arrl.net @g

Membership Co mmittee
Secretary Chair: Tom Northfell 1 W5XNA
Sharron Edmondson 1 KC5SKY wbxna@arrl.net

grannysharr@gmail.com

Social Media &
Treasurer Community Outreach Committee

Marc Wh|tt|esey - WOKYZ Chair: Alex Smith 1 K|5EQK
almarc11@yahoo.com kiSegk@gmail.com

: - WS5NX Trustee & Club Station Magr.
Technical Officer Jay Bromley 1 W5JAY

temmoore@gmail.com

Webmaster

NSBVA Trustee Roger Dickey 1 KJ5QIS
Roger Dickey 1 KJ4QIS dickeyr@gmail.ct
dickeyr@gmail.com

VE Testing Committee
Chair. DonBanta 1 K5DB

Board Member At Large & arsk5db@gmail.co

Public Information Officer

Tom Northfell 41 W5XNA Newsletter Editor
wbSxna@arrl.net Don Banta 1 K5DB
arskSdb@gmail.cc
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Although there are a few versions of how the term Elmer came about, one of the
most prevailing is that the term was coined in a 1971 magazine article by Rod
Newkirk, who wrote about his own mentor, Elmer P. Frohardt Jr. of Madison,
Wisconsin.

An Al Overview from Google gives us a pretty decent description of what an
Elmer is and what an Elmer does:

An "Elmer" in ham radio is an experienced, knowledgeable operator who acts
as a personal mentor to a newcomer or someone looking to advance their
skills. Coined in 1971, the term refers to someone who provides guidance,
technical advice, and encouragement to help beginners navigate the hobby,
from getting licensed to setting up stations.

Key aspects of an Elmer include:

R @Ag¢ EGeeéé 0-os-dneé lielp, @isweting quesiions, and
explaining complex radio concepts.

Rzhéé&ée EgO g &aadsstarcawith dsde@idling antennas,
operating radios, and troubleshooting equipment.

RgEe&aeAO ~e@ gOEaAa ¢cEeadaéeAAgaO éA g«
by Rod Newkirk (W9BRD) to describe the "unsung fathers of Amateur Radio".

RUSUAaBEEAGUO ~eéeG G ged Al geijo &l
often described as a crucial, traditional part of the amateur radio community.

BEE ¢hE "~ AEic¢c i1dahl axxgéAa Ag ! z8-~!
2 £ 2 =

¢ & = iuhIDG 8tuaxEG ijéean |1 x GxEWNéAa
members. No question will be too simple or, for that matter, too complex as our
members are all ondifferent points along their amateur radio journey.
We hope to see you there!

73 z Jan, WB5JAN
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It was yet another packed meetinf roam B
February meeting, this month featuring out
presentation and review of Field Day 202t
was held | ast June

location of Metfield Skills Park in Bella Vist:

BVRC Field Day Coordinator and past prt
gave an outstanding presentation comple
statistics and vide
operation.

For the newcomers to the club, Tom share
what Field Day is and does: ARRL Field :
basically ham radito Tom T W5XNA

weekend in June, more than 40,000 hams 1

out North Amergaet up temporary transmitting stat
skill, and service to our communities and to our nation. It combines public service, emergel
community outreach, and technical skills allénexvesmg Field Day has been an annual event si
and remains the most popular event in amateur radio.

i - RATRIE
, = i - N il tx
| 2 | B 2 = |
) o
It 1 v

3
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BVRC has done an excellent job in the FD standings the past three ygarshplaatgnlin the 3
category in 2023 and 2024. The club cetmetire2hation in 2025 with the CW station scoring 1,4
the Phone station with 345 QSOs, and the Digital doing a fine job with 304 QSOs.

Mark youcalendar now for Field Day 2026, Ju282¥hen BVRC will once again return with c
W5NX, along with the fun and excitement of station setup and operating, a great evening m
areat ham fellowshio.

The HAM 101 Workshop for February featured BVRC member Micha&I\WBKId&Lr, with his topi
ofhings Youdve Al way sSBuMWanetAfaid tésiorourParentsd. A b o u t

Since acquiring his Technician, General, and Amateur Extra license in theMiakad& Yeaesy
interested in FT8 operation shortly after upgrading to General and Amateur Extra and has h
experiences with the mode. He will be sharing some of those experiences along with tips
successful FT8 operator.

Michael covered several handy tips on what type of software is needed to operate the mode
along with a brief synopsis on how to download the basic software needed, and the basic lay
of what the software appears like arogguuter monitor.

As Micheal conducted his presentation, |
BVRC6s new club st [EPd
real time to show the basic operational pr [Feees
of FT8.

Michael plans on a fellpwVorkshop later t
vear with AWorkina
will illustrate, with a live demonstration using the club station, some of the more advanced ¢
software, how to use them, and how they can be beneficial in FT8 operation.

THANKS FOR A GREAT FEBRUARY WORKSHOP, MICHAEL..... WE APPRECIATE YOL
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A reminder for everyone wanting to keep their BVRC memberships current for the coamdc
have not yet done sine deadline for dues is MaBh The dues are $15.00 per year ($1.25 a m
If you have any immediate licensed family members living with you at your home domicile

include them as a Family Memberahimo extra chargeYou can renew your membership using
of these options:

v Personal check or money ordeth®e
BVRCIreasurerMarad WIKYZ via
regular mail, payable to:
Marc Whittlesey
1 Radcliffe Drive
Bella Vista, AR 72714

v Via the BVRC websitétttps://bellavistaradioclub.org/memberskipewal/

v Via Venmo: 1,3‘1‘{1 i
R
ri@h’;:‘f e

T%a ot
uu“‘f_k kA
venmo

o Pay in person at a BVRC monthly meeting

Al so not e: I f you are 73 years of age or old
Membership. Contact Marc at the above e -mail address and advise him that you have
reached your 73rd birthday . From that time forward, your membership in BVRC is

FREE . You will also receive a handsome BVRC Lifetime Member certificate suitable for
framing.

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!



https://bellavistaradioclub.org/membership-renewal/
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BYRC VE REPORT/ |
FROM DON BANTA =/ LSS
BYRC VE @@@R@DNZAF@@’
FEBRUARY 2000 |

Con /;utulutions!

John McWilliams @AJ5AH QNew Amateur Extra!
Justin Redmah QKJISNVW gNew General!
Hank Barron QKJ50JO @New Technician!

Mike Neimeyer QKJ50HV QNew Technician!
Christian Crandell gKJ50IK @New Technician!
Michael Crandell QKJ50IR @New Technician!
Brent Hedrick @KJ50IL QNew Technician!
;Brocl; sing QKJ50JC gNew Technician!
Viviana Johnson @QKJ50JB @New Technician! /
Jase Rogers QKJ50JE gNew Technician!
Kellie Ross QKJ501V gNew Technician!
Bob Wade oKJ50LM oNew Technician!

Next monthés exam sessions
0 March 14, 10am 9 Shiloh Museum, 118 W. Johnson Ave, Springdale
9 March 14, 2pm 3 Bella Vista Public Library, 11 Dickens Place, Bella Vista

If you wish to test, you must register for an exam session.
To register, and for additional instructions,
go to the TESTING tab on the BVRC website:

https://bellavistaradioclub.org/testing/



https://bellavistaradioclub.org/testing/
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The first major Bella V
area Radio Club event
| 2026 is drawing near
BVRC POTRO1Day. The
event will take plafrtem
- Friday, April 10 Sunday
April 12.

Nc.Nq

& Operation will be on the
bands. All club memk
are invited to participate
you have Genemlhighe
licenseprivilegesyou car

make contacts using your persoral €aitlay and Sunday.

On Saturday, April ftdm 12:00 pim6:00 pmBVRC will operate solely as club station
and any club member, regardless of license class, will be able to make contacts :
control operator present (similar to Field Day operation). We wilBeasaetivatke Wild
Management ArésOTA # UR262.

Here is the main event information

When:Friday, April 1&unday, April 12, 2026
(BVRC Membership POTA 101 Day, Saturda¥) April 11

Where:Beaver Dam Site Lake Campground:

Check In:For those wishing to camp, check in is at 4:00 pm on F
campground Kiosk. You must first reserve a S
https://www.recreation.gov/camping/campgrounds/23&Re&servatior
are still available for the event dates.

BVRC Membership POTA 101 CEaturday, April 11, from Noon tc
pm, featuring a Potluck meal at 4:00 pm.



https://www.recreation.gov/camping/campgrounds/234651

MARCH 2026

The SIGNAL

PAGE 12

Pea Ridge

ARKANSAS

GalEway

35) 6 AveCa
“LI Lost Briige
[ Village
Little Flock (53)
{ 2 Bentonville v {03)
3000 Southeast . /
14th Street
(z-) rie Cree i)
< . 13) Bland
G3) v ) ¥ 2 (\7) oy

ARKANSAS ARKANSAS

Directions to the Campground:

1) From49 take exit 86 for US 62 E/Arkansas 102/SE 14th St head EAST 3.1 mi.
2) Turn left to stay or82% for 24.3 mi.

3) Turn right onto Hwy 187 for 3.2 mi
4) After crossing the Beaver Dam, turn right onto Beaver Park Rd
5) Check in at Kiosk and bear right to access the island campsites

& Arkansas Game & Fish
k- Iy Regional Office @
&£ s 866-263-2506
3 g
2
o2 x‘c,m;—f‘f 33 Dam Site River, =
\‘tz‘;’% N‘:SE, Pay Station E mmv" - P
v [ L -
9 7
HE RS
Power i gw-vlooll
e Feg House Trail Head
&= Highway 6. — - 7 P
fa) B ] g = e = 2 m E “
= i AVER DAM o, AN
e ~ 550 (%] / BEAVER “Cﬂ\vﬂ‘\
- & — ' _f1e7)
D . e SEwt
B 5l [ A rd
H e o (_
=
=¥ afll - \ \ =/ / ® g,&'::&::‘
Dam Site Lake Park \ S | RTEO,
479-253-5828 ety
348 Dam Site Lake Road \ # o
Eureka Springs AR 72631 ~ n\o ®
swtusice nsieceston A s _‘E\ Beaver l ake ®
£
g AR a8 | = @® ®)
€ e 2 18) ‘S >
2 < | > Q\ ¢
2 & O \® %
L O
MDD 4 cgd\0 ¢
a (= o SR D
552 ®
{f O )
o
A 30 Reserve your site at Recreation.gov 2%)
Life Jacket or toll free 1-877-444-6777 ® . S @
/7 GPS Info. (Latitude, Longitude): @ @ o
/ 93°53'17.484"W 36°25'7.158"N > gw.alg;‘
D Mapnotto o (—) Campsite (30 AMP) O Campsite (50 AMP) O (F;%s‘e\v'ﬁb}ée Campsite . E:auzy;’sﬂ%i;w Campsite ' am Site Lake Park
@ Fee Booth ) Pay Station Trash Dumpster Playground E Swimming U.s Army Corps
s Boat Launch £ Drinking Water Courtesy Dock m Vault Toilet — —Day Use Area of Engineers
> Little Rock District
Dump Station Picnic Pavilion ~ ¥¢ Picnic Site Showers o s
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10%Activation Day 5
ril’ 6:00 pm

UREPOTA 10%AC
ature pril*t1th, 2026 Noon to

Site LakeCampground

0
‘v§

~ Y.
U V‘";k_‘- ’» : ‘C:a

§UIONG XA gR2E qRY UK
NI DecqlOGYqie#Ht OI R
Gl RUKOTTqd6OHqs I
Gup
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CHY MmN ctBtqR2¢ qRY C
t GURRc¢cOG! IOT 3t RNUL
J2J3U0qto nYl 1O UDs O «
NUARSURARCUWIGRANUOY
G¢l UoaYl JIOEHY 2 q
nml YGOYeal HOA §iNJHDERI{
2t RUDKYeal IOARG2 HIOWD
Al YGenNe qRYUIWRYt IORL
b Q¢ hdomeiaedl Ye Ol
GRNG qloJ+ G q IOt Y 103
YntoyAgN toceaUqll t G

f qlORt tOc Tt YOI Ut RNU
scUqloqVYHOTYRU&JIUD
mPJGdYst 6RGIOYNHOCE IO

73¢c21 Ox ¢t IIn
I f you are interested, please RSVP to participa
f You can RSVP your awendanceWBSJAN@ar roke.f oA pereiml
2026
T Those who RSVP wil/l be sent a concermation em
I f you RSVP to awend amlmrdingp: join in the fun
1APotluck dish to pass to add to the Angus ¢
side dish or dessert)
2Warm cl othes for a cool spring day and even
3ol ding | awn or camping chairs and a smal/l 1

We hope [0 see 4bu i lhe igtand!



mailto:WB5JAN@arrl.net
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Activating POTA (Parks On The Air) parks is widely
described as highly fun and rewarding, combining
outdoor enjoyment with amateur radio operation.
Many first -time activators report an exhilarating
experience and having 0 an absol utThe
combination of being in nature, setting up a
portable station, and connecting with fellow hams
across the globe creates a unique sense of
adventure. POTA activations have become ultra
numerous and large scale worldwide.

Some of the key reasons for POTA activations
being so fun and enjoyable are:

1 Nature and outdoor experience: Operating
from scenic parks allows you to enjoy the
outdoors, hike to your site, and appreciate
the environment.

T Soci al and interactiVve
other hams through quick exchanges,
pileups, and even casual chats fi especially
satisfying when you're spotted and contacts
start flowing in.

9 Skill-building and challenge: Setting up
antennas, tuning equipment, and adapting
to band conditions offers hands  -on learning
and problem -solving.
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1 Flexibilty and personal pace: You can
operate as fast or slow as you like f some
focus on maximizing contacts, while others
prefer quiet, relaxed operation or even just

enjoying the scenery.

f Community and camaraderie: Many
activators enjoy sharing their experiences
online, and hunters often appreciate the
effort, making it a fun, shared hobby.

Asone POTAactivator put it: oDondt overt hi nfun;iyducantakedhsgshto n
your own pace and just have a good ti me. 6 Tihmanya
activators find themselves planning trips just to activate new parks.

To activate a POTA (Parks on the Air) park, follow these key steps:

1. Choose a Park: Use the POTA map to find a
boundaries and any restrictions (e.g., no tree antennas or ground stakes) using official park
websites or Google Maps.

2. Prepare Your Gear: Bring a portable radio (HF preferred, but VHF/UHF allowed), power source
(e.g., LiIFePO4 battery), coaxial cable, and a simple, easy  -to-deploy antenna (e.g., dipole, end  -fed
wire). Ensure all equipment and you are inside the park bound ary during operation.

3. Set Up and Spot: Once in the park, set up your station (e.g., at a picnic table or bench), choose

a quiet frequency (avoid even -numbered frequencies), and call CQ POTA using SSB or CW. Then,
spot yourself on POTA. app by clotkbdbDngothenotdace
frequency, and mode.

4. Make 10 QSOs: You must complete at least 10 valid contacts (QSOs) on the same UTC day to
successfully activate the park. Use simple exchanges (callsign and signal report ) and consider
saying your park number every few contacts to help hunters.

5. Log and Submit: After your activation, log all QSOs in a valid ADIF format. You can use paper,

a notebook, or apps like HAMRS, Smart Logger, or World Radio League. Upload your ADIF file to
pota.app under OMy Log Upl oads o6 wmsbdemirgtheyfilename (egy | |
K5ABC@US0000 -20260205.adi).

6. Follow the Rules: B:rks on the Air’

Follow the law and the Golden Rule.
Leave notrace i remove all gear, lines, and trash.
Be courteous to park visitors and staff.

Do not use repeaters A only simplex modes count.
Avoid operating during restricted times (e.g., hunting season, night closures).

Pro Tips:
Use social media (Facebook, Slack) or schedule your activation in advance to attract more hunters ,
along with the POTA planned activation page.

Consider operating QRP (low power) on your first activation to reduce pileups.

Check the POTA Activator Guide  for detailed setup and safety tips.

For a wealth of additional information, purchase the brand new ARRL Parks on the Air book:
https://home.arrl.org/action/Store/Product -Details/productld/2013464221



https://docs.pota.app/docs/activator_reference/activator_guide-english.html
https://home.arrl.org/action/Store/Product-Details/productId/2013464221
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Wielcome i 5uss
CMBErS
Matt Harwell o K5NTT o Magnolia, AR
Mark Hoffman o W7GCY & Rogers
Mike Cole 6 W5TMC 0 Sallisaw, OK
Van Allen d W5VAN 0 Rogers
Kenny Williamson d Siloam Springs
Bradley Hoetger & Rogers
Brent Hedrick 0 Fayetteville
Christian Crandell 6 KJ50IK d Farmington
Michael Crandell & KJ50IR & Farmington
Brent Hedrick 0 KJ50IL o Fayetteville
Mike Neimeyer 6 KJ50HV 0 Rogers
Brock Hessing 6 KJ50JCd Bella Vista
Viviana Johnson & KJ50JB & Bentonville
Jase Rogers d KJ50JEO Pea Ridge
Keilie Ross d KJ501V @& Fayetteville
Hank Barron 6 KJ50JO 6 Bella Vista
Bob Wade 6 KJ50LM - Gravette
Mark Graff o AF6V - Fayetteville

ﬁ ARV Hamfest ‘ Home - Flea Market - Dealers + Activities - Prizes - Travel Info v

Arkansas ny%ﬂuay Arkansas River Valley
ne Hamfes

A

Narch 72026 Dardanelle Community l€enter

urday Marchg, 2

Dardanelle Community Center
2059-2099 State Highway 22
Dardanelle, Arkansas
GPS coordinates  3523566N 09307514 W
Doors open at 8:00 AM

Admission $10.00

Hamfest websitehttps://sites.google.com/viewkhamfest/home



https://sites.google.com/view/arv-hamfest/home
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p,En T‘ME‘H'T' R"S aroumf I:Irnet:ﬁ:ltenna

My ham radio experience started with FT8.
was a comfortable place to begin since the sc
Rt WIJt t JUqR¢cGa! Ws!l Raaqll
have to talk to anyone. After a while | bega
realize that | should work on the actual talking
f qkt WUY Wt IBHRClIctyibHetsGace athd
easiest place to get over the apprehension
getting on the air with real peop@ne of our local
2-meternets was my first choicgout | needed ar
antenna among other things.searched the wel
for sone antenna designs and put together wl
looked like a good design.

antenna pole. 2-meter ground plane
antennas are rather simple and do r

some mechanical stability is requiredt
and it did not take long to fabricate a sc
works although it got replaced by a di

band antenna and now hangs in the shoy
a decoration(photo at left)

The target of this article is to show how to build a similar and s
antenna but using only a drill press and ordinary-hawid. The antenn:
is shown in the picturat upper leftalong with & predecessor. | built the
new one using the dimensions of the predecesggroto at right)

T 17t= W+ W=wWw+ Wwd H;ALIJGF'QVIJ HIJWY n W
¢ EYGUWWOoO=k WHI ¢ ARUNDWI YT
1 A S0239 socket and

few pieces of PVC pipe

)l

Brazing rod (not welding rod) is a copper alloy and typically is sold in 3 ft pieces.

fell apart when | tried to raise it up on | SSGE

require much in the way of materials, t | #%
the time my shop was fairly well equippe S

antenna. It worked very well and it sti

GuWwnl Y

It is availabiesiditaralpply

stores like Welsco near Sams in Fayettevilldid not try Harbor Freigfithe PVC components are only needed if
plan to leave the antennas outside.
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9YUt ql efqRYUWRt Wt RGGGUWE UT Wt q
NZwWid YORWGRIVHWDWHIDHACC 2t JWf Ws R{
easily with a hacksaw with a coarse blade. | cleaned up the plate
a file and sandpaper. Next, sevérales in the brass plate are neede
The first hole, centered on the brass plate, needs to be large enot
the SO239 socket to fit through. SO239 sockets are standard ar
GYUUWl YhueRI T WRt Wt GRNGEqG! Wiy N
available with turnedlown shacks to fit into typical homebkop drill
presses or hand drills. | highly recommend holding the plate in a»
some type while drilling. Brass, although normally fairly easy to
can grab in the hole when drilling.rattail file is the tool of choice t
increase the hole diameter to fit the sockes.

The socket is designed to be held in place with 4 mac
screws. | chose 40 size screws, round head. Drilling the holes
be a bit tricky because of the tolerances required. My solution i
simple and | use it ofterRlace the socket in the plate and use a sn
clamp tohold it in place. Get a drill bit that fits though the mounti
holes on the socket snugly but not over si2gll one hole and use
screw and nut to hold the socket in place along with the clabpl
a seond hole opposite the first and add another screw and
Tighten both screws, remove the clamp and drill the two rema
holes.

Four additional holes are required for the radials. The brazing
3/32 and the holes need to be the same. The holes are center
each side of the plate. This is not critical but will improve the loc
the finished product if all four are welld Uq 131 13T HOW WN
deep.

NSIWI ¢T RechOt Wel IDWNY HOPREITWE O alid

long. You can cut the rod with ordinary wire cutt@tse rods shoulc [

fit easily into the founoles, but burrs and other imperfections cz
make the fit tightf We t J1 W ¢ Ul G¢ GIJI WY ULlq
sliding fit.

The radials can be soldered into the plate with ordinary soMeu
may need to use a Benzomatic torch to get the plate hot enough 1
YOGl Ul WagVYWndYsoOWW?2 YUkqWnY!l NI
S0239. Keep the heat to a minimum because heating the rod
soften them. Solder one rod in place and thenl ¢be plate,
otherwise the other rods may fall out because the solder melt:

chose to use silver solder because it is stronger and | always k
supply in the shop. You can get iBamazon or possibly Hobby Lobk [§

| also held the plate by one corner in a large vice to serve as a he
as | moved from one rod to the next.

The antenna rod will not fit into the hole in the SO239 center pin. f
CW Gcl0WGRNIHNWY nWHI ¢t t Wage HRUT &=

5¢ct WEAHY2qWNo YwWRUWI R GUqJl ALWF
lengthwise with a model makers sawd then stretched it open to 1
onto the SO239 center piMhe brass antenna piece fit snuggly ins
the far end of the tubing, and the assembly readily accepted the ¢
with some flux.Be careful not to use too much pressure on the
because iwill back off into the socket.3
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Reassemble, bend the radials down at about a 450 angle
the antenna is finished. You can simply hang the ant
from the ceiling and attach a piece ofdtm coax as the
transmission line. If the distance is short aryobth coax
will work.

If you want to use the antenna outside you need to adi
NoVYwlWAé WrRec GWc UI WHY2 GGl L
keep it waterproof and provide a means of mounting
antenna to a mast. The first picture shows the cap or
antenna. The cap isltgd much like the brass plate but r
GYUWUt WnY! Wagdé Wl ¢T R¢ Gt HOWLWN
and the SO239 to the brass plate. The screw tops are ¢
top and the nuts are attached inside the cap. Getting the
on the screws is a bit challgimg but doable. | used a skd
on PL259 connector on the feedline but with patienc
screw-on version will go on.

To go a step further, you can add a plastic lid from a ¢
mixed nuts or coffee. It is slid over the antenna rod throt
hole just large enough to allow the brass rod to pass. T
on the lid provides a nice drip edge to direct the water
awayfrom the antenna connections. Some RTV or silic
caulk can also be applied to the groove between the b
plate and PVCap,but this might be overkill.

The antenna showed a SWR of 1.2 over the 2 M band.

If you want to get a bit fancy with the insiesignyou could
drill the holes for the SO239 with a #43 drill and tap the h
for 440 screws. Then use short flat head screws that m:
the tapered holes in the flange of the S0O239, no
required.

¢ Arsbaby cousirof this antennasame desigrfpr useon
the 440 MHband
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By Don 8 K5DB

For me, this year marks the 10th anniversary of what was the most fun and rewarding year
Juve ever experi entTeayears ago im20Es}the ARRL calabaorated with
the National Park Service during the OQT u ¢ c@ntednial celebration and created the
year-long event from 0000 UTC on January 1 to 2359 UTC on December 31 National Parks
On The Air (NPOTA).

During this oneyear event,

amateur radio operators were
encouraged to activate over 400

Natlonal Parks official National Park Service (NPS)
ON THE AlR administrative units and affiliated
areas across the United States.

S T HA T T Each NPS unit was given apark

designation # that was used in the
QSO exchanges.

This event included all National Park Service units which were NATIONAL
National Parks,National Battlefields, National Military Parks PARK
National Historic Parks, National Historic Sites, Nationg SERVICE
Lakeshores, National Memorials, National Monument: 77 L

National Parkways, National Preserves, National Reserve
National Recreation Areas, National Rivers, National Wild anc
Scenic Rivers and Riverways, National Historic and Sceni
Trails, and National Seashores.
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Arkansas has 8 NPS units in the state: Buffalo National River, Pea Ridge National Militar
Park, Fort Smith National Historic SiteLittle Rock Central High School National Historic Site,
President William Jefferson Clinton Birthplace National Historic Site, Arkansas Post Nation
Memorial, Cherokee Trail of Tears National Trail, and Hot Springs National Park.

It was my pleasure and privilege to activate 7 of the 8 Arkansas units. | did not activate Hot
Springs National Park as it wasalready being heavily activated. | also had opportunities to
activate NPS unitsin Missouri and Kansas. In total, | activated 13 NPS units that year. This
was a fairly modest number of activations compared to other stations, but it was still ultra-
rewarding and a blast. Had | been retired then as | am now, | would have tried for the Honor
Roll Award. Some of my activations were solo and some included me being a part of groups
with some of my dearest ham friends some who are now unfortunately Silent Keys® They
are memories | will cherish forever. Some of the activations were portable stations and some
| activated solo from my mobile HF station in my (at that time) trusty little Chevy S -10 pickup.

The main rules for NPOTA were:

There were 2 participation categories: A )
wllgeIJAchGu HAaG j¢cCc Gxg he ééEgAqu ‘

~ - -

e
w. cAGXxEGU HAaG ijj¢cé Aggxaég gé& [ e6AgAl g
Eligibility: NPOTA was open to all licensed amateur radio operators. QSOs had to be made
amateur bands (excluding 60 meters), with no crosband or repeater QSOs counting except
for satellite and ISS contacts.

There were 2 types of NPOTA Awardertificates

w! i gélJAgeE !'ijjAEOU BECE Ag 0xAGg ¢Ax 1JAQ

Ww. cAGxE ! fAEOU BEE I ¢AgAigeAa Ag 0xAGqg

waAgééAAl sAEgG HEAEGE védau BEE ijEEgéA:;
operations in 2016.

W B éStarActivator: Special recognition for exceptional outreach (e.g., media publicity,

youth involvement, green power use).

Validation Requirements: o . o ) .
w!l gélJAgGgCEG ¢AO g€ | x eécLGél AdGdL eExGx,
centers), make at least 10 QSOs, and upload logs to Logbook of The World
(LoTW). o o
waei haxAgAgeeA Geéogx asz sAGGeecEg GgAasg
requested for verification.

Pne of the greatest Gdgiftsiu OQPUB gave 't
the conclusion of NPOTA 20166 Thousands of hams did not want to see park activating and

park chasing (hunting) come to an end. Because of the huge success of the Ndional Parks

On The Air event, it inspired the creation of Parks on the Air (POTA) as a permanent, global
program.
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In early 2017 shortly after the conclusion of National
Parks On The Air, a group of volunteers, inspired by
the work of the ARRL NPOTA program, formally
launched Parks on the Air (POTA) as a separate,
permanent international program. It evolved from
the U.S:based NPOTA and the earlier World Wide
Flora and Fauna (WWFF) program, particularly its
U.S. branch, KFF (K for USA). The split from WWFF
KFF became official after park designations diverged,
startingatKFF5 558 - mar ki ng QPU
an independent entity.

A nonprofit organization was founded in 2018 to
sustain POTA permanently. The program expandec
rapidly, growing to over 49 000 active hunters and 29,000 activators by June 2025. In early
2024, POTA updated its reference codes to align with ISO standards, such as changing
K-0001 to US-0001 and K-0110 (Guam) to GU0001, improving global consistency.

POTA now includes national, state, and provincial parks, forests, wildlife areas, and trails acros
over 100 countries, from the Caribbean to India and Europe. It promotes portable amateur
radio operations, outdoor exploration, and community engagement, wh participants known
as activators (those operating from parks) and hunters (those contacting the activators).

My first 2016 NPOTAactivation was easy 6 Cherokee Trail of Tears National Trail. It passes
right through much of NW Arkansas and, of course, through Springdale. | only had to drive
about 4 miles to old Fitzgerald Station just off AR-265 going north out of town to park on
the trail for a mobile activation. This was late January, so the trail had not been activated
that much as yet, and the pileup was huge. It was during this activation that | told myself,
0Zou need to have some SVEhBHWS program, aatimating gsemany i
OQT wunits during 3127 as is feasible for

The toughest activation for me that year was William Jefferson Clinton Birthplace National
Historic Site in Hope, AR. This park was a solo activation. After receiving permission to
setup on the site grounds, | raised my 80-meter Windom on my trusty military surplus mast
along with my screen tent and station. This took about 2 hours and cut into my operating
time- but you have to accept these type ¢
most of the day, several of the stations laughing at hearing the semi-constant train horns
during many of my transmissions/ Uhe | ot
beside a major train track freight lane.

A group of us also activated Buffalo National River twice the first time from Pruitt, AR.




MARCH 2026 The SIGNAL PAGE 23

The weather for the first
activaton wasnut
hospitable Drizzle and temp
in the 50s made it semi-
miserable, but we did make
a lot of QSOs. Pruitt is only
about a 20-minute drive
south of Harrison (my old |
stomping grounds where | *
was born and raised) and |
was elated that my ham
cousins came down and
joined us. The two NPS
rangers were also very e
congenial (shown in the photo above with myself and Vic6 N5CS) and thought our operation
very educational and interesting. One of them made a couple of QSOs which added
excitement to her day. As with all my activations whether solo or with a group, we always
ran phone and CW (FT8 did not exist at this time).

Another fun activation was at Fort Smith NHS. BIillAE5CP, PauK5YH, ViecN5CS, Scott

K5SAA, and several other including myself had a great time and the pileups were large. Fort
Smith NHS is a beautiful facility with excellently kept grounds and a great overlook of the

Arkansas River, looking across to the westfrom Belle

Point. Fort Smith was a Union stronghold during the
latter part of the Civil War.

By the spring of 1865, the Civil War in the area around

Fort Smith had become a bitter guerrilla conflict that

¥ would actually continue for years to come as outlaw

bands roamedthe mountains of both Arkansas and the

Indian Nations of what is now Oklahoma, preying on

innocents and battling against the law. It would take

Gl angi ng Kud g eaild allsaseafarce Qfc
deputy marshals to finally bring this phase of history

to an end.

Left to Right: Paul DixéK5YH (SK)
Vic Rozeboor@N5CS, and Scott
Andersord K5SAA
at Fort Smith National Historic Site
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The furthest from the house that my NPOTA travels took me in 2016, was activating Arkansag
Post National Memorial eastsoutheast of Pine Bluff, near the confluence of the Arkansas and
Mississippi Rivers. Joining me on this activation was Billy Hyatd AESCP.

Arkansas Post National Memorial
(5 ) [ :| marksthe first European settlement
ngsF;::'-AA,,mi’_\,sprlngdale - L /| located along the Mississippi River,

N/ in the Mississippi Alluvial Plain, and
B in presentday Arkansas County,
& /| Arkansas. In 1686, Henri de Tonti
V[ | (Tontitown is named after him.)
wempnis=| €stablished it on behalf of Louis XIV
1 of France for the purpose of trading
with the Quapaw Nation.

VY ) Ouachita _r'v'f."‘/ —
—4—._ < National Forest ARKANSAS
] 3 SN : Vet

The facility is beautiful and kept in
B ared st tip-top shape. The visitor center is

 sokenson | S [0 NS N?Tff’"a”f"em"f'a"\ outstanding along with the exhibits.
O _— Although the original buildings of

340 years ago are long gone, you can still see some of the foundations where they stood.
Billy and | made around 600 QSOs that day and had a great time with the activation. An
interesting point for this activation was that we were in the park shortly after Canada goose
hatching season. There were hundreds of baby gosllngs aII over the place still W|th down)
feathers, waddling after their mothers. < : ‘ : H

On a funny note, as Billy and | setup the
stations, | kept hearing what sounded like
several bigmotorcyclesin the distance. Later
the park superintendent came by to observe
our operation. He told us he once had a
Technician license but had let it expire. But, : :
after seeing our fun and excitementin making [ ' Arkansas Post -
QSOs, he saidhe would seriously think about | [ EEENETETI 1 Memorial
getting back in the hobby. While he was

there | asked him if there was a motorcycle §
racetrack nearby. He asked why | was posing E

that question, and when | told him about AES5CP and K5DB at
hearing the motorcycles, his grin was big: Arkansas Post NM
GUhos e matarcgctesl ¥ / t heyure male alligators and

sincerely hoped they stayed where they were.

Oow- you may | augh at me about this- but
youud think it was anything but that/ Xh
alligators the sound of their voice coming through the TV speaker is nothing like hearing it in
person )or should J say Gin alligatorda*/
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Earlier | stated | traveled outside Arkansas to activate other NPS units. One of those locations
was when | swung through Harrison, AR topick up Johnd W50X. John was my original
FI mer ONent or - the Gbi g br otjdckaooniest and spearakaventt
phone operator/ Xhen he got his | icense -i
in-law and XYL hold General licenses, and his two daughters and two grandsons are all Amateu
Extras. He and his brother were the owners of Jone Brothers Jeep in Harrison for over 40
years. He and | have accumulated manyfirst-place awards in various ARRL contests over the
decades. | had to say goodbye to him just recently. He passed away on January 31, and

had the honor of pallbearer at his funeral a week later. My world will now never be the same

Bnyway- J picked him up- N
Creek National Battlefield in Springfield, MO. We took| . VISITOR CENTER
along some lunch and drinks for the all-day activation, |8 WILSON'S CREEK o7
as we were operating mobile in the parking lot and fE% 2 e A
wished to be there all day without driving somewhere for : S
lunch. John had a great time as he operated about 80% [% =
of the time with me logging for him. That day we made |
over 800 QSOs in about 9 hours. What a blast. (Great
memories for me.)

Another outside ArkansasNational Park unit activation K5 DB an W5 0X at
presented itself that year, when the XYL asked if we
could go up to Emporia, KS to visit her sister. In
checking the park locator map, | saw Tallgrass Prairie
National Preserveabout half an hour west of Emporia. |
told her- GZou and your sf
a great time///Jum going |-
act i v arheilbands/wére great that day, with Europe
booming into the pickup on 20 meters CW. | also
activated Fort Scott National Historic Site on the way
back home. eI

For my efforts in 2016 of activating 13 NPS parks (only 13 because of time and distance
limitations due to work), | acquired the ARRL NPOTA Activator Award (below left).

| was so very thankful that the POTA program was born
from the NPOTA 2016 event. | have continued to
activate Federal® and now state 6 park units and still
enjoy this fun and rewarding part of our hobby, as
several other BVRC members also do.

u-‘, s i -‘«," s ¥
2016 Activator Award

ARRL proudly certifies that
Don Banta, KS5DB

You can have this much fun yourself! See the article
int hi s mont hus Tignal on

get started. | have utterly enjoyed my adventures
activating parks with | if
more of an Activator than a Hunter, but if both roles
end up appealing to you, go for it! Gowor k @ e nr
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This month’s _ﬁ?@[@@ ceUminys “—*
Baker and Howland Islands *

After featuring two informational DXing articles for January and February, we now return to vi
out of the ordinaiyXCC entities to more well acquaint our readers with the locales they may «
whenon the air. Our last featured entity was Navass&KRlamdthe December 2025 issue. Wk
featured several United States scientific and wildlife éefixybsch Navassa is ése we thought w
would continue this trend for the March 2026vusguyet another wildlife conseuantity: Baker ar
Howland Islands.

Like Jarvis and Palmyra Islands, Baker and Howland are grouped together as one entity du
Criteria rule #2b, sub parts i add¥ new entity results in the case of an island under any of the |
conditionsi) The island is separated from its Parent, and any other islands that make up the
that contains the Parent, by 350 kilom@&ramilesdr more Measurement of islands in a group be
with measurement from the island containing the capit@ahbtjtgpne entityf this type may be attact
to any Parenti) The island is separated from its Parent by 350 kil¢@fEtarslespr more, and fror
any other island attached to that Parent in the same or a different island group by 80(4&ifo
miles)or mored
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The distance between Baker Island [N

Howland Island is approximately
kilometers (43 mileshhereforghey are
too close together to be counted
separate entities.

Despite being separate islands, the
closely linked historically a
operationally:

1 They were both the focus of a f
1937 attempt by aviator Ame
Earhart to circumnavigate
globe.

' L Pacific Dcean
‘

f;i;-&\, ®
B 2 :
‘ ~

Howland |Is.

Howland Is.
-
Baker |Is.
Baker Is.

Location of Baker & Howland Islands

1 Inthe 1930s, the U.S. government sent young colonists to both islands to establish set

3 Remnants of settleents
and light houseg

1 The U.S. military bombed both islands shortly after Pearl Harbor in 1941.

Thus, the shared callsign (Kgdggraphical relation
each othenistorical significance, and unified U.S. fe
management are the primary reasons they are tre:
one DXCC entity.

Baker Island and Howland Island are two reserve
atolls in the Equatorial Pacific. Both islands are
wildlife refugeggeneral public not allowduke larger of
which is Howland Islantihey are both part of the lar
political territory of the United States Minor Ou
Islands and they are also both part of the larger geoc
grouping of the Phoenix Islarigiach is a National Wild
Refuge managed by a division of Interior, the U.S. F
Wildlife Service.

As was pointed out earlidowland Island was the a
that Amelia Earhart and Fred Noonan were trying t
in 1937 when they disappeared.

They lie approximately 1900 miles southwest of Hav

Based on nautical time, the Howland and Baker isla
the last part of the U.S. to bring in the New Year, be
only territory of the U.S. in the UIXime zone, the la
zone before crossing the International Date Line. T
24 hours behind the Wake Island Time Zone wvice
UTC+12 time zone, the first zone after crossir
International Date Line.
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The colonization of Jarvis, Howland, and Baker islands by a few Hawaiians and military per
was followed a year later by the claim of possession by Franklin D. Roosevelt in May 1936.

As is the case with each U.S. wildlife refuge we have featured in this column in past Signa
and Howland Island are under the administration of the United States Fish and Wilc
Admittance to either island is highly restrictedegndes authorization from the USFWS. Aci
that authorization is extremely difficult and complex.

In the past 580 years, there have been informal solo operations granted by the USFV
DXpedition team operations have been scarce: 1969, 1988, 1993, 1998, 2002, and 2018.

The colonization of Jarvis, Howland,

Baker islands by a few Hawaiians HO\\’%\:QJ&LAND |
military personnel in 1935 was follow VILDLIFE REFUGE -

year later by the claim of possessio
Franklin D. Roosevelt in May 1936.

As is the case with each U.S. wildlife r SR
we have featured in this column in [ESEes
Signal issues, Baker and Howland Islar
under the administration of the Un
States Fish and Wildlife Service. Admi

The most recent DXpedition to Baket
Howland Islands (KH1) took place ir.
July 2018, led by the Dateline DX Assoc
(DDXA). The team, operatirtig call sigr
KH1/KH7Z successfully activated Be
Island from June 27 to July 5, 2018, me
over 16,000 unique contacts and loc
more than 60,000 QSOs. The expeditic
approved by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife ¢
under strict environmental conditic
including lmsecurity protocols, zenpact
operations, and a -fldy total missio
windav with only 10 days dedicated to r
operation.

They put 8 stations on the air. :
My Baker Island QSL card
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KH1/KH7Z Operation site photos:




