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Monthly Meetings: 1°' Thursdays @ 7 p.m.
Arkansas Law Enforcement Trainingi/Academy (ALETA)

3424 S. Downum Road, Springdale AR
(HAM 101 Workshop for Newcomers @ 6pm. preceding meeting)

ClubXCallls:NNS5BVAVAW 5NX

INets)) ((Contesting: ISpeciallEvents))

B\VRCwinjinke€diRepeaters:
BelllalVista:md72)5 58600 khZloffset, pl162>2

Splhingdale:Nd4d¥100EANVIHz ofifs et pl; ﬂag

o |

WE S [ amabellavistaradioclubiorg

7@
o Ablbacasasl

Serving members in northwest Arkansas,
southwest Missouri, & northeast Oklahoma



http://www.bellavistaradioclub.org/
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WEEKLY BVRC NETS

HAM 101 NET

Bentonvilled 146.865pffset, pl 103.5

I\/Iondays @ 7 pm on the Springdaleé 147.315, +offset, pl 97.4
. Fayettevill® 147.315, +offset, pl 110
WX5NAS Skywarn Link Systen i ntsville3 443.625, +5 MHz. pl 97.4

Green Foresi 145.3100ffset, pl

EGACY NET

N5BVA/Bella Vista
Wednesdays @ 7 pm on the 147.255, +offset, pl 162.2

BVRC Dual Linked Repeaters N5BVA/Springdale

830 ROUNDTABLE

Sunday Afternoons

4:00pm during CST 3.830 MHz
4:30 pm during CDT

SOCIAL JUNCTION NE

Bentonvilled 146.865pffset, pl 103.5

Springdaleé 147.315, +offset, pl 97.4
Sundays @ 7 pm On_the Fayettevill® 147.315, +offset, pl 110
WX5NAS Skywarn Link Systel  Huntsvilled443.625, +5 MHz, pl 97.4

Green Forei 145.310pffset, pl

| -

08

SLOW SCAN TV NET
S|

(AThe OW S cC a N5BVA/Bella Vista

) 147.255, +offset, pl 162.2
F”days @ 7 pmon the N5BVA/Springdale

BVRC Dual Linked Repeaters 444.100, +5 MHz, pl 162
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NEWT B
MONTHLY MEETINE

Thursday, February 5 2026 @ 7pm
Arkansas Law Enforcement Training Academy
3424 S. Downum Road

Sprinadale, AR

February Meeting Information

HAM 101 Workshop, 6pm preceding monthly méelihgg month, the
February workshomoder at or wi | | b e 0WNRIK
Mi chael 0s t OMorkicg thew i'Dlark Side'e With FT8
What vyo 0 v deen wanting to know but didn't dare
ask your parents.Michael became interested in FT8 operation shortlh

upgrading to General and Amateur Extra and has had very re\
experiences with the mode. He will be sharing some of those expe
along with tips on how to be a successful FT8 operatsurddand join u:
for a very informativeankshop!

BVRO-ebruaryneeting, 7préd The February program will feature BVRC
President, Membership chair, and Field Day Coordinator Tom Nc
W5 X NA. Tom wi | | be in the pro
Field Day. Tom will be sharing all the highlights and statistics from
was another fun and successful FD operation.

SEE YOU THEN!
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President

Jan HaganWB5JAN
wb5jan@arrl.net

Vice President
Kathy Broml&WQ5T
wqSt@arrl.net

Secretary
Sharron Edmond8dC5SKY
grannysharr@gmail.com

Treasurer
Marc Whittlesey WOKYZ
almarcll@yahoo.com

Technical Officer
Tem Mooré NSKWL
temmoore@gmail.com

NSBVATrustee
Roger Dické&KJ4QIS
dickeyr@gmail.com

Member Atarge &

Public Information Officer
Tom Northfed W5XNA
wSxna@arrl.net

The SIGNAL

IANRR@TINSHED),
OERICGERS

Education Bmer911 Gumittee
Chair:Vinson CarterWV5C
vinsoncarter@gmail.c

Nes Canmittee
Chair:Dana Widbo@KI5TGY

dewidboom@qgmail.c

Membership iGmittee
Chair:Tom Northfed W5XNA

wbSxna@airrl.n

Social Media

Community Outreach Com
Chair: Alex Smitld KISEQK

kiSegk@gmail.cc

W5NX Tustee
Jay BromleyW5JAY

jaywbjay@outlook.c

Webmaste
Roger DickéyJ40QI1S
dickeyr@gmail.cc

VE Testing Commit
Chair: Don BadtK5DB

arsk5db@gmail.cc

Newsletter Edit
Don Ban@aK50B
arskSdb@gmail.cc
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from the Pesh

During our upcoming February,
2026 meeting, our outstanding
BVRC Field Day Coordinator,
Tom Northfell, W5XNA, will
present a recap of our 2025 Field
Day activities, including our total
points standing as announced by
the ARRL. This will be sure to be
an interesting presentation for our
club members and is sure to bring
back many memories of our

BVRC Field Day at Metﬁeld Skills Park in Bella V|sta last June

Since that time, our club has had a growth of many new members, many of whom have not experienced a
Field Day activity and may not be exactly sure what Field Day is all about. With that in mind, | thought it
might be useful to our newer members as well as our seasoned veterans to read the definition below of
what Field Day is from the ARRL itself.

|l hope you enjoy Tombdés presentation and | hope
making BVRC6s Field Day operations as successful
73,
Jan 1 WB5JAN

AAX O RIJGT 1O? ¢ | IORt 1Oq 6 LikoHpIRR U 1800012 HOW Y O HOE ¥ @2 Wdlle IOYi W ! IOR.
nyel q6t0s JUIt DUI OYNIOs 2 UDKOYNIOUJC HGIO! ¢l elOqgéYet ¢UIt KO
t ROGGO! Os Rq6tOn]l RIJUIt IOqYYGWI ¢ qOnl YOG I 3G Y qlJHOi Y HC
[ RIJGT 10?2 ¢! IORt 1O¢ IOGRAURHAe IOc IOREC 0 GY2 qe IOGI ¢ HqRHAIJION Y 1Ol
f qlORt tOC tOq RG 1JI0s 6 JUKOG ¢ U! tOct GUFaqt OYNnto dcaqllel IOACT RYI
iYﬁUpQRGGKMILunnDRchlDc@HYUqUIquWméIIIOQLYeQiDq+
H¢ GEC HRORQqRIt gtof qtORt tO¢ U tO #rjdIHD 10Eapt@y2G GOA ¢af eRIYR@p] YHBRpY6!

GCQUeIDAclRYDuRDoqplUI2UDRUD0UDUuULDUUﬁLeDCiDsl
?¢! IORt KYUWDKYNHOq6 JKOERNETGRNS gt OYNHOq6 WRI KOE UU2 ¢ i HOAC |
N6 JtorYUqdt qtoGe | qltoRt OF RGO GO ! tOgqYIORY Uqgc fatoct tod ¢ Ul HOY «
| ¢T RYIONDWCE I WORUKE HUYI Gedtot Rageac aqRYUt 10¢c UT 1OG I3t + KO 6 ¢ Ul
iumaiUDqéU+UD+cuU@+tRUG+D 6 130105 13106 13 0 dpas R a2 iBab
t 2 HGIOCt DS Y O SOEOHIJG DA ¢ qRYp Ot 2 HE doOh ¢aICH € D¢ B BRIl
¢l 1IJKO¢ GG Kod ¢ | NIJalddcld 1IGId @ #H)IIUKd R aQU2YRIa R 13t 4
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&= \lirtual Guest Speaker S5
O Kicks-Off 2026

o

SN \W th Qutstanding P[r@scema& n /

BVRC began its new year with a super program presented by Fr:
K4FMH from Ridgeland, MS. Frarkfessor Emeritus at Mississippi
University and Adjunct Professor at Emory University. He has laeer
antenna builder since he was 8 yealsoldan k 6 s f avor
radio is data and statistics
contained a plethora of i Priceane
Satisfaction Studieso.

The main theme of Frankos pr ol

for a new radio, each radi o m

whi stl eso, but one of the mai

transmit compositeése generation of the unit. Erank Howed KAEMH

Frank said receive improvements have been made over the past recent decades, but has th
in transmit purityfhere ardistinctive differences among flagship transcéiaessnit composite nc
Some rank no better t h#enradiohhe same manuf ac

Some of Frankods material covered such thi
performance, the optimal transceivsrthtvansmit noise and receive perforraadca, what price dc
better performance in both transmit and receive cost?

Franks prograatsancluded very interesting technical data alomgrestiive graphs that included tre
composite noise results of the major radio Braméiswas kind enough to provide the club with
presentation of slides, which wesled to the entire membership.

THANKS FRANK FOR A SUPERB PROGRAM. AND WE HOPE TO HAVE YOU BACK SOC
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Fortheinaugural HAM 101 Workshop forRB2&C6s 2023 EI mer 1oMBIAY,
occupied the spotlight as Januaryodés moder
Technigues on How to Get Better Perfor man

LSS S e

-phqw =

To ultimately getbetter
performance out of your sta
you must deal with the n§
important element of that st
I the antenna

Jay covered several areas o
subject including several difft
antenna types, SWR, un
baluns, dummy loads,

knowing how to proptrhean P
antenna. :

Jay shared some great information on all
aspects which was well received by the
standingoomonly crowd.

Jay, thanks for a great Workshop and we look
to having you back!

WHEN

ALL /
ELSE \

FAILS. |

\ ﬁadm...
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e & Yeur New
BVRE Vice-Presudent

N r vy
o x N
SECRETARY & ( A (e}

Bella Vista area Radio Club unanimously elected Kathy Brom@yT
and Sharron Edmondsen$ G 4 , : Ap qeb -President
and Secretary respectively during the business meeting at B
annual Christmas and Awards banquet on December 4, 2025.

We sincerely appreciate Kathy and Sharron stepping forward to fi
vacancies of these two BVRC Board positions. Not only willaithe
new perspectiveso theBoard and leadership tegrout they are alsd
highly qualified to meet thieadership standards that these offics
involve. Here is asplingof their resumés and past experiences:

Kathy:

 Past VicePresident of the QRP Amateur Radio G
International where she served for 8 years
Has been a been a BVRC member since 2018.
Has been an active member in the club, serving in wha
capacity she has been needed when asked.
Has assisted and participated in many BVRC Field Days
Special Events.
Acquired her Technician, General, and Amateur Extra lice
all in 2000
Active member of, and has devoted many hours to, the

BVRC VicePresident
Kathy BromieyOWQ5T (L) Island CW Club _ |
and Has acquired many operating awards includiizp8d DXCC

BVRC Secretary and Worked All States

Sharron EdmonESCEEEE. Has endeavored to help newcomers, especially YL memb

*p ~ obgfoba .baf @ 2l 5b eklildfpgq clo 06 vb"op%
Administration laboratory

Sharron.

—m_ma_a_a_a_a_a _a_a _a_a_2a

1975 Graduate of Jay High School, Jay Oklahoma Honor Student

1977+-yyy (o”~ar”~gb I c [/ &0 "%. +rkflo $1liibdb "ppl f

1979-1980 Graduate of University of Arkansas, BAERhelor Degree in Art Education and a Minor in Animal Sci
%br"k@p )I kl o 31lii 4q9qrabkaqg

1982 Graduate of Northeastern Oklahoma University, MSEDp g bo %bdobb fk 4b 1 ka?”
1980-1986 Teacher Certified in Oklahoma where | taught Art at Jay High School for 5 years and 1 year at Oa
School.

Certified Firefighter for Maysville Volunteer Fire Fighter

Certified EMT

Certified Appraiser

President of the Delaware County Cattlemen Association

Board of Directors at the Bank of Gragett

County Elected ASGAgriculture Stabilizatio@onservation Service Board Member b

First female in Oklahoma to receive the highest degree in thé-&lefe Farmers of Ameri€alhe America

Farmer Degre®in 1977.(President Jimmy Carter wasesent when sheeceived this Degreg

BVRC BESTOWS HEARTFELT THANKS AND APPRECIATION TO OUTGOINBRESEDENT JO
HOTTFW5AEN AND SECRETARY DANA HHWS5DGH FOR THEIR 3 YEARS OF COMPETEN,
DEDICATELSERVICE WE WILL NEVER FORGET YOUR GREAT CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE
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| |} IRC ediietn bieense Cass

Coming 1 Felrmem:

Bella Vista area Radio Club is pleased to announce the winter 2026
amateur radio license class for the Technician license !

CLASS DATESaturdayFebruary adhd Saturda& Sundaysebruary 14, 2026

CLASS LOCATIONWrkansas Law Enforcement Training ACAOET¥)
3424 S. Downum Road
Springdale, AR 72762

CLASS SCHEDULEFeb. 7: Feb. 14
9:00ani 12:00pm 9:00ani 12:30pm
12:00prin 12:30pm Lunch 12:30prih 1:00pm Lunch
12:30prih 3:0pm 1:00pni 4:00pm

TESTINGA specialechniciaexam session will be given at the enérelb tietlass.

INSTRUCTOR:0m NorthféIMWW5XNA

Enrollment is now open!
To enroll in the class, click here |



https://bellavistaradioclub.org/event/bella-vista-radio-club-technician-license-class-feb-2026/
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The 5 ™ BVRC CW Academy will begin Monday, April 7, 202 6! If you are
interested in learning and adding Morse code to your amateur radio

experience, if you enjoy a classroom atmosphere, and if you would like

to join other beginning students in a fun and relaxed environment in
learning the code, here is a oheads -up 6 for youtosign  -up for the classes.

DESCRIPTION:

Evento Bella Vista area Radio Club CW Academy

Locationd Arkansas Law Enforcement Training Academy (ALETA), Springdale

Instructor/Coach Don Bant& K5DB

Class ScheduléClasses will be held every two weeks on Tuesday evenings.
There will be 10 class sessiodgril 7, April21, Mays5,

Mayl9 June2, Junelg June 30Ju_I?/7, July 24, and Augus4.
(A virtual class orientation will be held Monday, Mdich

Homeworld There will be homework assignments for each class.
Class Time# 6:30pm to 8:30pm

Class Objectivé At the completion of the course, students will be able to send and receive
letters, numbers, most used punctuation marks, and prosigns at 5 words
per minute. A handsome Certificate of Completion will be awarded to eac
student passing the final CW test and completing the course.

Equipmeninformationd YOU DO NOT HAVE TO PURCHASE A KEY OR OSCILLATOR!
Keys and oscillators will be provided free of charge a loarout
basis for the duration of the class. Paper and pen are all you need

to supply.

The class will consist of 8 studenthiere aredur slots left....sigrup today!

To sigrup 6 Contact Don atarsk5db@gmail.com



mailto:arsk5db@gmail.com
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BVRC HAMS LICENSED THIS YEAR, OR 3 YEARS PREVIOUS:

JOIN US FOR THE
2026 SSB ARRL ROOKIE ROUNDUPIH

The ARRL Rookie Roundup is a contest aimed
amateurswho were first licensed in 2026, 2025, 2024,
2023, to introduce them to HF operationThis fun-filled
6-hour event is held three times per year (April for SS
August for RTTY, and December for CW).

The Rookie Roundup for SSB (microphone) this year is on
Sunday afternoon, April 12, 2026, from 1800 62359 UTC (1pm 0 6:59pm local time)

Rookie Roundup will be held at the
BVRC W5NX Club Station at ALETA in Springdale

If you presently do not have HF privileges and/or do not have an HF station, you can still
operate from the station T as there will be an Elmer/Control Operator present i and enjoy ,
experience, and learn the fun world of HF! You will also learn the fun of logging contacts.

(The control operator wi |l be there as a Coach for you , but they are not allowed to operate
orlog. T YOU will do the logging and operating!)

ROOKIZ ROoUNDUP
Certificate of Achievement

You will be operating with other rookies in the o e

. A W5YO (Ops: K , KISFPD, KISHTX)
has partic ril 2020

Multi -Operator category. If yourteam turns -in a good SRS

score you could win a handsome certificate with your callsign:

ARRBL Zirsiiass L. bz fsar

If you were first licensed any of the years 20  23-2026 7 no matter which class of license you
hold 7 you are eligible to participate ! Several new BVRC hams have already signed up
forthisfunevent , al ong with some of! Joiretlem! year 6s p

All participating rookies  will receive a handsome BVRC participation certificate suitable for
printing and framing.

If you would like some real ham radio HF experience and
have loads of fun, get on the sign - up list today! To sign -
up, send an e-mail stating you w Ish to participate to:

Don Banta é K5DB
arskbdb@gmail.com

See you April 22/



mailto:arsk5db@gmail.com
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Throughout eastern Oklahoma and northwestern Arkansas, trained and dedicatec
individuals monitor the skies around their communities during severe weather events
These storm spotters provide firsthand severe weather reports to their local officials, and
to the National Weather Service in Tulsa, which are used to make critical warning decision

Being a storm spotter not only means dedication but also training.Each winter and spring
the Tulsa office of the National Weather Service trains members of police & fir
departments, emergency management officials, and amateur radio operators on spotting
techniques. Typically, the training is coordinated by a local group (such as an emergenc
management agency) and a&NWS meteorologist serves as the guest instructor.The goal of
the training is not just to recognize tornadoes, but to have some understanithg of storm

structure, which in turn better prepares the spotter for the extreme and unusual
circumstances. Other topics covered include an update on the latest NWS technology an
procedures, ideas for organizing/coordinating spotter groups, severe weather reporting
and important safety considerations.

If you are interested in attending a live, inperson classor enrolling in a virtual ontline class,
go to the NWS Tulsa Storm Spotting pagausing this link:

https://www.weather.gov/tsa/spotter_training

The classes are free and open to the public.

As of press time, there is one class scheduled at the Washinton County Emergenc
Operations Center in Fayetteville, February 9 at 6:30 pm. Keep monitoring thabove link

for any additional in-person classes in our area, as well as virtual classes scheduled for Ma
and early April.

If you need additional information, contact Ed Calianese at the National Weather Servici
office in Tulsa: ed.calianese@noaa.gov



https://www.weather.gov/tsa/spotter_training
mailto:ed.calianese@noaa.gov
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BVRC 2026 Wiim@u; @L@n@r@u License Class

Reaps Successiul Resulls

The first BVRC General license class in a couple of years convened with two Saturday clas
January®and 10. The previous instructor for the General class was GlernmiBpatri€ue to farr
issues, Glenn mowed of the NW Arkansas area which left a void for this class.

However, we are blessed with an awesome a
refilled as BVRC 2025 Ham of the Year, StepheénN™attflestepped forward and volunteered to «

¢ The class yielded 9 n
General licensees, with on
the class attendees also pas
the Amateur Extra exam!

A big congratulations to all
passed their exam. (See th
of the General class gradu
on pages of this issue of Tl
Signal.) Now get on those
bands and go

The youngest member of the General cla2years
old JaclHudsoKISNKRKrom Tulsa, OK. Jack is
grandson of Jay & Kathy Bromley, W5JMQ 3¢ [
They brought Jack over especially to attend t
After passing the test, Jack asked if he could mal |
with his new license as KJS5NKF/AG. Jack ha |
making ew QSOS dmetes. Way to
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BVRC Members........
ARRLVEC

The ARRL VEC 'V vounssresamine ooramtor
IS ready to serve yoL

Bella Vista area Radio Club has two outstanding VE (Volunteer Examiner) teams that
radio exam sessions each month in Bella Vista and Springdale. The teams are ARRL
certified and work with the ARRL Volunteer ExamineoiQiepdraent at ARRL headquar
Newington, CT.

However, many hams are unaware that ARRL VEC does much moretithfopracddsensi
documentation to the FCC. ARRL VEC has over 40 years of service to radio amateur
knowledgeable information source for a wide range of licensing matters. Here are the ¢
you can avail yourséffom ARRL VEC:

1 Examineesvisitwww.arrl.org/licensaaycatiofraining
(The Learning Center can help you in studying for your next license exam)
1 License Class Certificategisitwww.arrl.org/licercsgtificates

Now you can proudly display your accomplishment wi*" * =~
own License Class Certificate. A distinctive certificat ¢ !
available from the ARRL VEC Department. This cen
acknowledges the success of newly licensed operatc
well as those who succeeded long ago.

i
i=
i

~
W

=
=

|
i2
{
10

Amateur Raxdio Operator

i::

Amateur Radio Operitor. 152

The certificate is only available to holders of
FCGissued USA Amateur Radio licenses granted
in accordance with Part 97 of the FCC rules.
The 81/2 xLZ-inchcertificate is suitable for framing.
Available for Technician, General, Advanced,
or Extra class licensees.
Certificate price (includes postage): ARRL Méhhdmember$15.
(Editords not e: These make athRdésary, etg) ft s
1 Vanity Call signsvisitwww.arrl.org/varsslisigns
1 Volunteer Examinervisitvww.arrl.org/volunteeaminers
1 VE Resourcesvisitwww.arrl.org/resourtmsyes

I
=

Amateur Raxio Operstor ; “

Amateur Rixlio Opertor

ARRL VEC
Email: vec@arrl.org
Direct Line Phone: 860 -594-0300



http://www.arrl.org/licensing-education-training
http://www.arrl.org/license-certificates
http://www.arrl.org/vanity-call-signs
http://www.arrl.org/volunteer-examiners
http://www.arrl.org/resources-for-ves
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prembeps!

Keith Newman 1 K5YCM 1 Kingston, OK
Brandon Richter 1 KJ5NOB 1 Tontitown
Justin Redman 1 KJ5NVW 1 Bella Vista
Robert Riggle 1 KIJSNVY 1 Rogers
John McWilliams 1 KJ5NWM 1 Rogers
Dale Steffens 1 KJSNWH 1 Rogers
Robert Presley 1 KFGWAX 1 Noel, MO
Mikey Wyatt 1 KIJSNWP 1 Fayetteville

Blake Smreker 1 KIJ5NXT4 Gentry

Zach Unruh 1 Call Pending 1 Bella Vista
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E“’ E"mE“'EK s Over the last several months | have beentaskauhir
some antenna tuners. Antenna tuners, in general, &

P simple and can be frustrating to repair because
> ,0__//_009_/:—',/__—0 simplicity. You look at all the components, maybe :
‘,—_o/—o =5 N “,—/—'“'-—\_0 ) everything looks good. In a very notable case, the

was simply @irty switch. | say notable because there
YouTube video on this very problem and the author
on the repair but not the video. In another case the
movement was damaged.

While doing the repairs it occurred to me that a ne
would be handy. A power meter with a sample ar
feature, i.e., one that held the transient measureme!
enough to see. Most transceivers and tuners rely
graph displays or meters these cases, the measu
value only lasts as long as the signal, including some
time.

By Dr. Bill Durham 6 KG5ZCI
A brief search of the web revealed the SureddaFwV

A simple power meter that retained the last transient reading. It also displayed the reverse power and
§~pkaki f.- ~| s|®k?a| "~z 2kgrragk”™rfzk IetQN*pP f " ®®k"

To transmitter

Sk @ A simple power meter that retained the last transient reading

’ displayed the reverse power and the SWR. It is powere
s| ®k2&| "~z akgr”r2gk”r"fzk YQN*
illustrated below.

Power on
/ Menu

> The instructions for the device are not very good but there is
much in the way of controls. There is no frequency tuning ¢
device sees only the signal provided by the transmitter. The
e 1.5870 MHz.
How well does it work? My primary interest was
Forward Power (W) measurement and it appears to perform that very well. |t
Trans.eficlency with an ICOM 746 and ICOM 713§4l.the rigs to CW mode-a0 £
wpm. One press of the CW key gave a very reproducible rea
inagreement with the rigs power meter. The default sample
Reverse Power (W) feature was great. The readings at faster wpm (shorter
appeared a bit lower.

UP/+

Power by

Battery level
Version
Frequency Range

SWR

‘orward Power (W)

The SWR with the Surecom in series with a 50 ohm dummy load and the ICOM 7300 at 40 watts was 1.C
When | connected it to my 20 M dipole (14.065 MHz) in place of the dummy load, the SureCom showed ai
ICOM showed a littheer 2 but close to 2.3 at 70 Watts. My MFJ Antenna Analyzer indicated an SWR arour
pretty good idea which of these measurements the locals will believe. However, | will look into this issue a |

Bottom line | like the device and expect to use it frequently. | have a couple of HeathljtiHW/ ps ®r
meters. Both are in need of repair.

Current price on Amazon is $55.

See you next month.
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In two years, Bella Vista area Radio Club wil
celebrate its 35th anniversary. BVRC began as
small coffee klatch in Bella Vista in 1993. Few
would have thought that it would one day be
recognized as the largest amateur radio club in
Arkansas. Initia} organized as the Bella Vista
Repeater Group, its initial focus was serving Bentor
County with a reliablewide area 2-meter repeater.

From its humble beginnings, how did this group
evolve into the sizable and vibrant club of today?
There are numerous reasons in answering that
question.

Successful amateur radio clubs are vital to the future
of the hobby, serving as hubs for recruitment,
education, emergency communication, anc
community engagement. They thrive when they
prioritize fun, inclusivity, and active participation,
creating envionments where members feel
welcomed and motivated to contribute. A key
indicator of a healthy club is its ability to attract and
retain members through enjoyable and meaningful
activities. 4 € x GADg g¢é G GEhAO

-®v. DG axal xEGgeéeég AAO

excellent for these reasons The club organizes
several operating activities throughout each year
that possess ¢ ¢ x C~¢cExx 8 DG
entertainment, and enjoyment Another vital

element in welcoming new members and
membership retention is the I 0 h tofdGcting of

Technician and General license classes which a
free andinclude a license exam session immediately
following the conclusion of the course.

Successful?

e o - O'J -
\ N P s ‘ oy

This enables class attendees to take the test while
the material is still fresh on their mind and is one of
gecx @xL &4Al gEEG é Axsuecassiul
passing rate. BVRC has 24 VEs (Volunteer
Examines) who comprise two testing teams that
hold monthly examination sessions in Bella Vista anc
Springdale. The VEs also provide special exar
sessions when needed as in the case of the licens
classes the clubsponsors

One of the foundational principles of a successful
club such as BVRGs having fun. Members are more
likely to return if meetings are engaging and include
light-hearted elements, rather than being long,
boring, and overly serious. Keeping business
meetings short and focused allows more time for
enjoyable programs while fostering a warm and
welcoming atmosphere that encourages both new
and existing members to participate.
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Another critical factor is offering programs that meet
the diverse interests of members.BVRC actively

listens to our members by soliciting feedback and
inviting ideas for guest speakers and activities. This
XAGhEXG gcAg gcx 1 0ahl DC
engaging. Successful clubs like BVRC provide

wide variety of programs such as handsn

workshops for newcomes to the hobby, radio

demonstrations, antenna design sessions, an
forums on such topics as amateur radio digital

software and related apps This diversity ensures
there is something for everyone, from beginners to
GxAGeAxO cexEAchGu Ka
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abundance ofdifferent topics and programs that are
conducted each month in our HAM 101 Workshops
and main meetings.

Effective communication is also essential. A well-
produced newsletter serves as a vital tool for
promoting events, reporting on club activities, and
recognizing volunteers. It acts as a tangible
connection between members and the club,
especially when some members are unable tc
regularly attend meetings. Similarly, maintaining a
professional website and wusing social media
platforms can significantly enhance visibility and
outreach. BVRC is pleased to possessall these
robust and informative tools.

Tapping into the talents of members is another
hallmark of success. Clubs are built on volunteerism
and recognizing contributions z through public
thanks, awards, or media reeases z helps sustain
motivation and prevent burnout. BVRC is blessec
with an abundance of members with specialized
knowledge in areas such as electronics, antennas
operating, technical support, writing, and event
planning, which enable the club to leverage these
strengths effectively.

Staying active through regular operating events is
crucial. Activities such as fox hunts, assisting public
entities, and special event operations not only




