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Monthly Meetings: F Thursdays @ 7 p.m.
Arkansas Law Enforcement Training Academy (ALE

3424 S. Downum Road, Springdale AR
(HAM 101 Workshop for Newcomers @ 6pm preceding meeting)

Club Calls: N5BVA / W5NX

GEEEIC A ES) (Contesting , Operating, Special Events )

BVRC Twin Linked Repealers :
Bella Vista: 147.255 +600 khz offset, pl 162.2
Springdale: 444.100 + 5 MHz offset, p/ 162.2

Website: www.lbellavistaraclioc/ulo.org

7@
Tt Alhaocwas]

.ll Serving members in northwest Arkansas,
southwest Missouri, & northeast Oklahoma



http://www.bellavistaradioclub.org/
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H/EERIYSNETS:,

BVRC Legacy Net
BVRC 3830

Wednesdays @ 7 pm on the
BVRC Dual Linked Repeaters: Roundtable
Sunday Afternoons
N5BVA/Bella Vista
147.255, +offset, pl 162.2 4 pm during CST
_ 4:30 pm during CDT
N5BVA/Springdale 3.830 MHz
444.100, +5 MHz, pl 162.2

BVRC HAM 101 Net

Mondays @ 7 pm on the
WX5NAS Skywarn Link System:

Bentonville¢ 146.865,-offset, pl 103.5
Springdaleg 147.315, +offset, pl 97.4
Fayettevilleg¢ 147.315, +offset, pl 110.9
Huntsvilleg 443.625, +5 MHz, pl 97.4
Green Forest 145.310,-offset, pl 103.5

BVRC Social BVRC
Junction Net SLOW SCAN TV Net

(AThe Sl ow Scan !
Sundays @ 7 pm on the
WX5NAS Skywarn Link System: Fridays@ 7 pm on the
: BVRC Dual Linked Repeaters:
Bentonville¢ 146.865,-offset, pl 103.5

Springdaleg 147.315, +offset, pl 97.4 N5BVA/Bella Vista
Fayettevilleg 147.315, +offset, pl 110.9 147.255, +offset, pl 162.2

Huntsvilleq 443.625, +5 MHz, pl 97.4 N5BVA/Springdale
Green Forest 145.310,-offset, pl 1035 444.100, +5 MHz, pl 162.2
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MONTHLY MEETING

Thursday, January s, 2026 @ 7pm
Arkansas Law Enforcement Training Academy
3424 S. Downum Road

Springdale, AR

January Meeting Information

HAM 101 Workshop, 6pm preceding monthly médtinegWorkshop kick
of f 2026 wit h OBVWIRYE workinmpymo&erammJlay
be di scussing t he TipseandyTechnigties [FoeBel
Station Performanoe. Jay 1 s anot her nwfy
aspects of operating andill be supplyingintriguing and importan
I nformati on f or Belsursandbe thdreh 6 s Wi

BVRCJanuarymeeting, 7pn® To begin our new year of 2026, BV
welcomes Frank How8lK4FMH fronRidgeland, MS. FrankHsofessor
Emeritus at Mississippi State University and Adjunct Professor at
University. He has been aavid SWLand antenna builder since he wa
years old.Frank has many other educational accolades and is a life n
of ARRL. He has been involved with several amateur radibi@ulghout
the southeastern United Statawl has also been involved with comme
broadcast station constructions. He is a presenter on the ICQ pod
well as cehost of other radio programs on standard brastdstations in T
and ME. Frank wil | be pr es éRrite
and SatisfactiorSt udi es 0. Frank has re:¢
and is well versed on this subject. His presentation will yagked with
important information, especially for those presently in the market fc
equipment.

DONO T OWINASIIEE YOU THER
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ATTENTION!

als
@) INPORTANT
4mmuum:ﬂmn i

Due to the first Thursday in January of
2026 falling on Nev
the BVRC January 2026 meeting

will be held on the

SECOND THURSDAY
January 8, 2026

Please make a note of this
date change in your calendar

/3 and see you tr
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BOARD 0 APPOTNTED
MEMBERS @HHIGERS

President Education Bmer911 Qomittee
Jan HaganWB5JAN Chair:Vinson Carté&rWV5C
wb5jan@arrl.net vinsoncarter@gmail.c

Vice President . Nes Canmittee
Kathy Broml@&WQ5T Chair:Dana Widbo@KI5TGY

skbwq5t@outlook.com dcwidboom@gmail.c

Membership iGmittee
Secretary Chair:Tom Northfel W5XNA
Sharron Edmond8d€C5SKY wbSxna@arrl.n

grannysharr@gmail.com

Social Media
Treasurer Community Outreach Comi
Marc Whﬂ“esey WOKYZ Chair: Alex Smitl® K|5EQK
almarc11@yahoo.com kiSegk@gmail.cc

: - WO5NX Trustee
Technical Officer Jay BromleyW5JAY

Tem Mooré N5KWL jaywsjay@outlook.c

temmoore@gmail.com

Webmaste
N5BVATrustee Roger Dické&KJ4QIS
Roger DickéKJ4QIS dickeyr@gmail.cc
dickeyr@gmail.com

VE Testing Commiti

Mem_ber A'targe. & : Chalg:rsiggb%glgtrg:ilic?c
Public Information Officer
Tom Northfe§d W5XNA e eIeter Edit

wSxna@arrl.net Don BantK508
arskSdb@gmail.cc



mailto:wb5jan@arrl.net
mailto:skbwq5t@outlook.com
mailto:grannysharr@gmail.com
mailto:almarc11@yahoo.com
mailto:temmoore@gmail.com
mailto:dickeyr@gmail.com
mailto:w5xna@arrl.net
mailto:vinsoncarter@gmail.com
mailto:dcwidboom@gmail.com
mailto:w5xna@arrl.net
mailto:ki5eqk@gmail.com
mailto:jayw5jay@outlook.com
mailto:dickeyr@gmail.com
mailto:arsk5db@gmail.com
mailto:arsk5db@gmail.com
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WELCOME T0 BVRC 2026!

Our club has many exciting
activities and events planned for

the year ahead.( | x AOA Oh

to look back on the successful yeal Fro m the'
we had this past year with the

growth of our Community Service PrESIde nt S
efforts, the development of our D esk
WS5NX Club Station and several fur

events and activities, now
including five BVRC nets on HF
VHF and UHF.

'62# DAOOEAEDPAOAA EI OEEO UA
Public Library held Saturday, September 6, 2025. The event to
OEAO EO OAOET CO O1I CAOEAO AOA;
to showcase their projects, share ideas, and show us all whthe
AOOOOA AAT AA8Bd 4EA Al OA OE
stopped by our booth. Here is a link to the story published on the
122,80 xAAOEOA OACAOAET C " 6:
Faire:Arkansas Club Shares Ham Radio at Maker Faire

A year of planning and hard work by BVRC and the University ¢
Arkansas Radio Club culminated in a direct ISS contact \
amateur radio on Monday, March 31st, at 1:.05 (CDT). The ISS |
over NW Arkansas lasted approximatelyl Ominutes, and several
Springdale School District students had the opportunity to ask
qguestions of astronaut Nichole Ayersg KJ5GWiI(at left) aboard

thgjgpace station as she operated with the official ISS call sig
NAISS.

BVRC members from all over northwest Arkansas, the Arkanse
River Valley, northeast Oklahoma, and southwest Missouri mad
their way to Metfield Park in Bella Vista for another excitement
and fun-packed Field Day 2025 on June -28. Mother Nature did
provide a small amount of excitement twice for about 30 minutes
on Friday evening during antenna raising and on Saturda
evening with 3040 mph winds and heavy rain, but it did not
dampen the spirits of our Field Day operation at all. On the

pELD DAY 2q, contrary, the (once again) excellent evening meal provided by
‘ﬁ?fgf" = our Hospitality Director Bill KG5ZCI, assisted by RebeddaREB
success dudONER: |  and Alex+ ) X %1+ 1 ££0AO -1 OEAO . AO«

Yes, 2025 was quite a year for BVRC. But just wait, 2026 sho
prove to be another exciting and fun year for you, our members!

73
Janz WB5JAN



https://www.arrl.org/news/arkansas-club-shares-ham-radio-at-maker-faire
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MEMBERSHIP

A reminder for everyone wanting to keep their BVRC memberships current for the coamdc
have noyetdone sgthe deadline faluesis March 31. The dues are $15.00 per year ($1.25 a
If you have any immediate licensed family members living with you at your home domicile

include them as a Family Memberahipo extra chargeYou can renew your membership using
of these options:

& Personal check or money ordethte
BVRCTreasurerMard WZKYZ via
regular mail, payable to:
Marc Whittlesey
1 Radcliffe Drive
Bella Vista, AR 72714

v Via PayPal by using M&remail addressalmarcll@yahoo.cokifter entering $ amour
in the next section mark®édhat is thisfor? ent er O0OBVRC member

v Pay in person at a BVRC monthly meeting

Al so not e: I f you are 73 years of age or ol d
Membership. Contact Marc at the above e -mail address and when you advise him that
you have reached your 73rd birthday, your membership in BVRC from that time forward

is FREE . You will also receive a handsome BVRC Lifetime Member certificate suitable
for framing.

The BVRC membership form and oglssential informatiois included on the BVRC website ¢
membership page. To view the page, loick

THANKS FOR YOUR  CONTINUED SUPPORT!

Would you like to present a n amateur radio -related program at a

club meeting? Or would you like to suggest an interesting topic for
a presentation?  Contact:

Don 7 K5DB: arskSdb@gmail.com
or any Club officer  (see page 6 of this issue)



https://bellavistaradioclub.org/membership/membership-application-form/
mailto:almarc11@yahoo.com
mailto:arsk5db@gmail.com
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The Bella Vista area Radio Club experienced a record busting attendance for its annual
Banquet for 2025 as over 120 BVRC members arrived at the ALETA complex in Springc
of great food, fun, ham radio fellowstopramizes.

Speaking of door prizes, BufiR@ssed all previous banquets with over 25 prizes beingAdji
the great festivities, coupl e fbraspectatulateren
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NS ,
N A 32 g
Jacob Smith i) KI5YDZ By Wl A
and XYL MacKenzie R The Biazo Family (right to lg '
i N .Jéhv(vva;gDB, XY
Ryan -K5HEX, and

<

BobTMkie i NOAZZ & /e
and XYL Carol 7 W5CDW..

Fid 2 rui
{ 4 1
{ !
i &

/
¢ b
-
<[y .
o M

\ . -
jon Williams 1 K5DVT enjoys an g@ball QSO with
Serenity Biggs 1 W3SIX a | : with Ja
Carol i KF50Q

N o .
A
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'ﬁ B
W a return performance of
ristmas favorites by the Hope Quartet

(John & K|

of club name badges, cap (
great accessori E)"’__‘

W5NX Club Call Trustee Jaij ! i WS5JAY with
the AXH Bo MIg5XH /h a |

and Murray.Harfis®" iZAW5XH :
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The Awards Prese

Roolkie of the Year
Serenity Biggs — WI3SIX

\‘ ‘

.‘ K. i 1‘ ; Fl; 1 | )
kie of the‘ear Michael Kemper T W5I§MIZ presents’
2025 Rookie/of the Year Award to Serenity | TSWBSIX, =y
. with BVRC President JanMagan i esiaN

E |

The BVRED25Ro00kie of the Yezuipient iSerenity Big§aN3SIX
Serenit§iemonstrated outstanding growth in operating excelle
participationh@wvasone of the leading operat@s/ R Z0®5sFiel
Day and has taken the reigns as a Net Control Operator foid¢h
She has also beendiiging force in starting the Social Junct
focusing on our women and children members.

Congratulations, Serenity!
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Volunieer of the Year
Allex Smith — KISEQK

AN

with BVRC President Jan

/ i ™ _ .i _.v, , ‘:; e ;
o1 Voluhteer | of t‘aar‘ Stephen Ponder”gNS ZE present3/

he 2025 Rookie of the ¥ear Award to WI i KISEQK ,

The BVRC 2025 Volunteer of the Year Asgares o Alex Sk
KISEQK. Aklas t aken the Bell a Vi
to the highest levethi®generous givinfhis time and talent to a
club members and support the goals and activities diléhehd
taken on the new BVRC initiative this year of providing public ¢
nonprofit organizations throughout Northwest Arkansas. I
become one of our HANN1® he®est Net Control Operatisrairse
Alex is always at the ready as part-ohpfetalit Food and Bev
Committee On behalf of the Board and membershipokB'¢REl
and congratulations!
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Presenter of the Year

Dr. Murray Harris — WoXIH
&
Dr, Vinson Carter — WVaC

—\ v,;g,

] - |

024 Presenter Year James Bennet t i KA VS pre@nts
he 2023, Presenter of the Year Award to Vlnso - WV5C.and
Muftay i W5XH with BVRC President Jan i “WB5JA

The 2025 Presenter of the Year AwsyMgoeg W5XHndvinsor
- WVQor their outstanding BVRC presefitatitatting timédrnation
S p a c e . Bheiautstaraing’ presentation was engaging, in
and extremely well presented. The story of how the Sprir
Schools came to be approved for a contactSSithsteell as i
training of the students for making the contact and the devel
infrastructure needed for the coaadramatic to say the I€hsy
had us on the edge of our seats! On behalf of the Board an
of BVR@hank you Murray and Vinson and congratulations!
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-lmer of the Year
Robert Hill — KSN

2024 Elmer of the Year Vinson C irter 1 WV presents the
2025 Elmer of te?¥ear Award to Rober i KENZV |
with BVRC President Jan i WB5JA

The 2025 Elmer of the Year Award recipient iKFhtbéror his outstan
service in supporting club operations and generously giving his tir
extensive expertise to assist and advise club members and the ame
Robert founded and leads KASh&15ngle Middle School Amateur Rac
a unique cldedicated to engaging and educating young students ir
world of amateur radio. Robert is an avid and accomplished Pa
enthusiast and has shared his expertise in a presentation at one
meetings. He has mentored manibers about how to get started in Parl
Air by conductipgrk activatioRsbert also serves aBWRC North VE T
Leador theclub testingggram at the Bella Vista Library. On behalf of
and membership of B¥fa8k you Robert and congratulations!
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Special Service Award
Chuclk Korzendorfer — KMSG, Stan Stockion — KSGO,
CGregs Harrison — KSGKIH, Denmnis Tune — WSDM, Dom
Bamta — KSDB, amd Clint Serivmner — AILETA Director.

==

" BVRC Vice - iesident. “WSAEN'nd BVRC Prasfient Jan ;E;{ =

Hagan -WB5J resent the 2 Special Service Awards toennis
W5DM, Don DB; nd‘Gr K5GKH (Chuck -KM5G, Stan -K5GO,

and y erg*‘ nable=@¥8e present forthe awards)

Special Service Awards Rresented with honothtse six individuads
recognition of their extraordinary service to the Bella Vista Radic
amateur radio commubitying the past two years, BVRC has worked
goal of establishingeemaneB®VRC Club Station for the benefit of all r
During this time, more than twenty people have made significant «
time, taler@nd energy towards the accomplishment of Haivgoeahé cluk
wishes to especiedipgnizéhese six membessose efforts and contribt
have been crucial towards the success of that goal.

Thesegentlenneave truly demonstrated
significant and vital contribu@mnbehalf of the board and membership
thank you all from all of us and congratulations!
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e 2025 BVIRC

Ham of the Year
Stephen Ponder — NSZIE

A o - o
2024 BVRCH he-Year —Jon \ i K5DVT presents
the 2025 Haf he Year : ’S‘tephen i N5ZE (left)
2C President Ja i WBSJAN&

The 2025 Ham of the Year Award goes té Siepheamo has given the gift ¢
time, talent, and resources to scé¢
support for the c¢club and all i ts
Year, Stephen is always giving histgnpwsut t he c¢c| ub®s
ups.Hehas also demonstrated his thirst for knowledge in several aspects
radio hobby that makes him a wonderful example for olWenamibgrsito dig
radio operations with FT&lhssvworking with morse code, Stephen, in his
short time in the hobby, has acquired not only the WorkéavaifSthtalso tk
coveted DX@@ard from the American Radio Relay lreaboet, Stephen is
accomplished and-reelhded amateur radio operator who strives to impro
while also working for the benefit of our club nemibaisalf of the Board
membership of BYfR@nk you Stephen and congratulations!
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CW ACADEMY
STARTS APRIL 7 !

The 5" BVRC CW Academy will begin Monday, April 7, 2025! If you are

interested in learning and adding Morse code to your amateur radio

experience, if you enjoy a classroom atmosphere, and if you would like

to join other beginning students in a fun and relaxed a tmosphere in

| earning the code, here i s a 0-wpgforyoutasiga a d-
up for the classes.

DESCRIPTION:

Evento Bella Vista area Radio Club CW Academy
Locationd Arkansas Law Enforcement Training Academy (ALETA), Springdale
Instructor/Coach Don Bant& K5DB

Class Schedul@Classes will be held every two week$ wesdayevening.
There will be 10 class sessiodgril 7, April21, May5,
Mayl9 June2, Junelg June 30Ju_I?/7, July 24, and Augusi.
(A virtual class orientation will be held Monday, Mdich

Homeworlk There will be homework assignments for each class.
Class Time#§ 6:30pm to 8:30pm

Class Objectivé At the completion of the course, students will be able to send and receive
letters, numbers, most used punctuation marks, and prosigns at 5 words
per minute. A handsome Certificate of Completion will be awarded to eag
student passing the final CW test and completing the course.

Equipmeninformationd YOU DO NOT HAVE TO PURCHASE A KEY OR OSCILLATOR!
Keys and oscillators will be provided free of charge a loarout
basis for the duration of the class. Paper and pen are all you need

to supply.

The class will consist of 8 students, so seating is limited. -upstgday!

To sigrup 0 Contact Don atarsk5db@gmail.com



mailto:arsk5db@gmail.com
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It is with deep regret we record the passing of o

Rick'l;ope
KG5MWG

Ri& Pope KG5MW®Gecame a Silent BeWNovember 27, 2C A\ —= ,
He passed awafayetteville, Arkansas at the age of 80. [ = né;:, ARRL R;w»;‘\!;gga"fé’ﬁﬁ
“ | A A .

Ri& served his country with honor in the United States | &
experience that shaped his sense of duty and dee
appreciation for camaraderie and service.

Rick was first licensed in 2016 and retained his origini
KG5MWG. He then upgraded to General in January of 2!

He first became interested in ham radio
he joined ARClfeAmateur Radio Club of the University of Arkansas). Rick loved the amate
and camaraderie and was an active member in numerous amateur radio clubs in the NW At
recruiting new hams, and to pursue that objechaeysatapteur radio and ARRL exhibits throu
Ar kansas. Most of Rinkak BaeN3IDQui pment came

Rick was active on the repeater nets, with Special Event Stations, and was a mainstay at r
He was a dedicated attender of BVRC monthly meetings and was always willing to help \
needed. He also was a graduatemd tBVRC CW Academy class, in which his Morse code
receiving performance was veryRick@lsmaintained probably the most robust ham radio eve
in the region.

Ithas been a great pleasurave Rick in the BVRC family and he will be missed. RIP, Rick.
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The BVRC @onunity Outreach Team add
their outstanding 2025 résuras they
concluded the year invigiag public servi
communications for the Candy Cane R
December. It was a chilly day, but our gre
braved the etents to furnish the race
excellent communication assistance.

An Isopropy/

TIPS Alcohol Sprayer

| often find myself needing to quickly clean parts wi
isopropyl alcohol.But, the hassle of fetching the isoprop
alcohol bottle, opening it, and then looking for a sm
container to pour it in before cleaning the part takes
longer time than | prefer.If you have that same problen
here is a quick fix: take a small spray bottle and repurp
it.

| had an old 8luid ounce antiseptic spray bottle that | we
about to toss into the recycling binlt dawned on me that
| had a use for this bottleSo, | peeled off the label, cleane
it of its former contents, and Habeled it. | generated the
new label in PowerPoint and taped it on (see photteét.
Now, whenever | need to clean a part, | reach for the sp
bottle for an instant cleaning. This has saved me a lo
time and frustration and given me more opportunity to t
on the air.

By Dick Weid NHG

uonnjos

Bueap

%16
TOHOOW
TAdO¥dOSI
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ARRL Celebrates
Semiquincentennial
e Witk
America20 WAS Awamﬂ

During 2026, ARRL will celebrate the semiquincentennial of the U.S. by holc ™~
yearlong America250 Worked All States (WAS) Award operating event.

AMERICA 250 WAS
To seek the America250 WAS Award, contacts must be uploaded to and conf A
within Logbook of the World® (LotW®). The award is-pdorthase WAS certificate .t
suitable for framing.

For this operating event, ARRL will provide a listing of all W1AW/portable stat e
who will operate for 7 days from a Wednesday through the following Tuesday fol g -~ w
separate weeks in the year, an early week and a late week. A few weeks will be N w H

as nonW1AW)/portable weeks due to contests and ARRL Field Day. opurnwidup doreniiore

celebeted from Janwery 1 thooszh December 31, 024,
s awrnd b presewied w

Endorsements Hiram P. Maxim, W1AW

There will also be endorsements available that add to your working 50 st
including:

1  WAS by contacting W1AW/portable stations

1 WAS by contacting ARRL Affiliated Club stations

1 WAS Triple Play by contacting all states on all thre®des n- %
(phone/CW/digital) Earn the America250 WAS Awar

certificate in 2026

Operating Etiquette

Use of the W1AW call sign is a privilege, and W1AW/portable stations should show best practices and courtesy when o
Operators must operate using the privileges granted only by their personal license class serving as a control(op@sigtin
the operator privileges of the highestass control operator present and observing operations).

While the object of the America250 WAS event is to hand out as many contacts with W1AW/portable states as possib
YIye olyRa YR Y2RS&a & LlRaarot Sz |t 2LISNYandvei@ary withthe
ARRL America250 Award to the degree that your operating time allows.

Bands

Activity is encouraged on bands (including WARC bands) from 2200 meters LF through all of HF, through all of VHF
and through all of the microwave bands including via light (but excluding 60 meters). While all three modes (phone/QW
are alowed, please balance CW and phone activations against the ease of just making digital contacts.

QSLs

There are no planned QSL cards for any of the W1AW/portable America250 operating event stations during this ey
W1AW/portable contacts will be confirmed via LotW. Stations who contact W1AW at ARRL HQ can upload such ca
LotW and/or send QScards (with SASE) to W1AW, 225 Main St., Newington CT @fidrldontacts made directly with the
W1AWHiram Percy Maxim Memorial Station.

Applications

Applications for the America250 WAS Award can be made via LotW once a minimum of 50 state QSO confirmations
LotW for contacts made in 2026. To apply within LotW, look at your usual LotW WAS page summaries, which will sl
progress toward te America250 Award, then when applying in LotW, the usual WAS Award processing fees will be di
for the America250 certificate and shipping.

After the initial America250 Award certificates are issued, endorsements can be sought. These will be supplied as An
endorsement stickers to apply to your America250 Award certificate.

Contactawards@arrl.orgwith any questions.



mailto:awards@arrl.org
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AL
LLUL‘ SRR

UPDATE

N

The BVRC ldb Sation Task Force once again convened
Saturday,December 20, implementing steps in the final static
construction phase. The work involved checking each section
the coax from the tower to the station radio for SWR and integri
of the connectors.It was found that the main coax from the bear
antenna down to the bottom of the tower was sound with goo
SWR and the main line from inside the building at the towe
location to inside the room of the station was also sound with go
SWR.However, here was an issue found with the integrity of th
jumper coax connectorsWiggling the connectors caused the SV
to fluctuate from very good to very bad. The result of all the
testing and analysis that dagieterminedthe jumper coax section:
will have to be remade with better, more expensive connectc
that require a special tool to install correctlyThis corrective
procedure will be conductecgoon

Stay tuned for station construction updates.
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* HELLO!

Now Mewbeu!

Joshua Bishop | KG5DVJI Fayetteville
John Mason | <J5IDYI Gassville, AR
Chuck Foley | W5CJF| Fort Smith

ey A
L argest Amoallear: @@@Zz@v
Ol Tho Appbhamsas!

Serving members in northwest Arkansas,

southwest Missouri, & northeast Oklahoma
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N NEWCOMERS:
\ BVRCIs Here For You'

Il f youdre new to BVRC andwhakmaotwe ub X A GaTdLi Yo ,w htahte 1

What do | do now? What kind of radio should | get? What kind of antenna should | use?
How do | program my HT? Where can | find the repeater frequencies? | have high SWRwhat can | do?
How do | make a contact? Can | buy a decent HF radio on a budget? How do | learn Morse code?
What is FT8 all about? What kind of logging software should | use? How can | learn about propagation?
2 Kl GQa G(GKS o0Said2 ©OR&k EI N& @RSKS & i NI yHDS dodobperateion & MeY? K S|
What is APRS? Should | use justsingleor dual band radio? What are radials?
2 KFG A& | &KL Y ¥\8hathée khe good ham radio apps How do | become a Storm Spotter?
2 KIFG R2Sa& &3NS e HolvgdoS groundSry gtation? What is UTC?
All of us havebeen there and done thailhat is why BVRC hseserakxperienced hams that are here to gt
and help you avoid some of the owal | s-andauth af the

hobby. Andééeven i f you 0 rbetpossiblyin argeandary abouhsamethinge 6 r e

you too! With BVRC, you have several resources that are available to you that will assist you in und

what amateur radio is and how it works, and t
b ELMER 91ilThis is an exclusive service for BVRC members, and in particular, our newcomers. You ce

24/7 through ELMER 911. All you have to do is go to the ELMER 911 page on the BVRC website, th
911 tab:https://bellavistaradioclub.org/elr®dr1/. You will see a form that you can complete that desc

guestion or issue. Complete the form, then ¢
one of our team of Elmers who will contact yoailiaY®u showdt your answer ir2Z&hours, and sometin
sooner.

b HAM 10Workshop$ Justbefore each regular BVRC monthly meeting at 7:00 pm at the ALETA facility, ¢
the HAM 101 sessions, beginning at 6:00 pm. These sessions are designethspecidicahs in mind, so-
can bring your questions, have those questions answered by our expdreamed&insepresent, and also le
more about the hobby tle@&Afot her parti ci pati ng aitendaocenneach BVRI
meeting night. Our ELMER 911 feature is, of coum®/anisnt But if youdd rath
inperson newcomer-getethers, you can-aimvith the monthly HAM 101 sessions, or you Ca&ir joeweome
gatherings each week on the BVRC HAM 1Ahd\ef. coursexperienced hams are welcome to these se
anytime.

b BVRC HAM 101 NeBetyour questismnswered or issuesolved (as well as gainirgjragxperience!) by join
us on our weekly HAM 101 Net. This net resemigessthe iHAM 101 monthly meetings, except it @curs
panel of Elmers will be on hand to field any questions or issuesweu.mighthaa b s aex pani en
enjoyand al so | earn net oper at i dbagreattearning expelieddtddnet talke
place on the WX5NAS Skywak8ystem. You can find the repeaterdHatass e st t o you al
offset, and PL tone on pagethis newsletteEx per i enced hams are al so
anytime!

So, take advantagéthese opportunitieis you need help with something (experienced operators
Sendin your question via the websijein us at thédlam 101 Workshapwcomer meetinggndcheck
inonthe HAM 101 Neb ask questions and | elaBVRC Hasyounbac



https://bellavistaradioclub.org/elmer-911/
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End Fed Half Wave and Dipole Antennas
T Pros & Cons

BVRC continues to experience many new hams entering our great hobby as they pass their Technic
exam Theythen continudo the next step of upgrading to General Class where they wish to explore i
plateau ofoing beyond 10 metgis addition to their CW privileges on three other bamblgh their Techniciar
license allows and experience the thrill of all the other HF bands. At that time, they usually exper
quandary of wieh type ofantenna to use. Two very popular types besegl today are the End Fed Half W:
(EFHW) and thélalf-Wa v e Di pol e antenna. yAvhabhey sendeupe
Perhaps this short article will help in making that decision...............

A dipole antenna and an efetl halfwave (EFHW) antenna are fundamentally similar in that both are
wavelength resonant radiators, but they differ in their feed point and impedance characlesistictard dipole
is centetfed, where the feedline connects at the midpoint of aMaailength wire, resulting in a relatively lo
input impedance of approximately 73 ohms due to high current and low voltage at thénceorénast, an end
fed halfwave antenna is fed at one end, where the curraitimal and the voltage is maximal, leadingto a v
high input impedance, typically ranging from 2000 to 4000 ohms.

Because of this high impedance, an EFHW requires an impedance matchingnetwbrés a 49dr 9:1unun
(unbalancedo-unbalanced transformer) or a quav@velength matching sectiorto transform the impedanc
down to a level compatible with standareb®én coaxial feedlinesThis matching section is often implement
as a</4 transmission line, shorted at one end and connected to the end ofwadaHdiator, with the fee
point tapped near the shorted end to achieveoAarBmpedanceThe Jdpole antenna is a common example
this configuration, especially popular in VHF and UHF applications.

Performancewvise, under ideal conditions, both antennas exhibit similar radiation patterns, gain, and di
when properly installedHowever, practical deployment often affects their performaké&dW antennas ar
frequently installed in vertical or steep inveriédonfigurations, which can increase their pickup of vertic
polarized noise compared to a horizontally deployed dipalditionally, the eneed configuration may requir:
a good counterpoise or RF choke near the feed point to pres@nbrmode currents on the feedline, which ¢
cause RF interference and reduce efficier{@yp use or not to use the counterpoise for an EFHW antenr
been an ongoing debate for years. If you choose an EFHW, try it with and without a counterpoise and

The choice between the two often comes down to installation const/idiigole requires two support poin
and a center feed, while an EFHW can be mounted with a single support point at one end, makin
convenient for limited space or singlele installationsHowever , t he EFHWys per
nearby objects and ground conditions due to its high impedance and reliance on proper RF chc
counterpoise.

In summary, while both antennas are resonanvhalfv e structures, the dipo
low impedance, whereas the €ad version requires external matching and careful installation to achieve o
performancéout is, overall, a good antenna also. Thousands are presently in use.

Ultimately, the choice of which antenna to use is dependent upon the space available at the station locati
feed point impedance, radiation pattern behavior across bands, environmental configuration, counterpoi:
and installation heighwhich significantly influence the performance of both EFHW and dipole anteheep
in mind when making the decision of which to use, the characteristiastotonfiguration presenting distin
tradeoffs in terms of ease of deployment, noise sudukfyti and radiation efficiency.
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THE DXCC DEN

CALLSIGNOLOGY:

The Science of Call Sigr,

To begin our DX journeys for 2026, we are going to depart this month from touring rare a
entities andubmit for your information an article concerning call signs. We have many new m
with their Technician licereediscovering the fascinating world addp¥cially on the -bieter band
and those who have recently passed their General exdimaamdenjoying the huge increase o
privileges on all the HF bands. When first becoming familiar with DXing, the call signs cab
beconfusing, as DX call sigas beA -law] aS A]JiUAINp maqi- wVpU pUN

prefixes.



