5 NOVEMBERIEETING
History of the
Fayetteville Radio Shack store

"~ 8 Annual Christmas
and Awards Banquet nearing!

i ® A Christmas Story Shep Style

©  O0CW Series2of 4z
' Learn CW in 2025?

. 0 To Upgrade Or
Not To Upgrade Your License?

0 DXCC DENSouth Georgia Island
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Monthly Meetings: F Thursdays @ 7
Arkansas Law Enforcement Training Acade
3424 S. Downum Road, Springdale A
(HA N ORYeriis hoplfodNew.cemersy@ i ng qeetmg)
= A\

_Club Calls: NSBVA / W5NX

W
(Repeater Nets) (Contesting & SpeC|aI E\ ent!

Repeaters: 147.255 + .600 khz offset, pl 162.2

444.100 + 5 mhz offset, pl 162.2

Website: www.bellavistaradioclub.orqg

WEEKLY NETS:

BVRC Leaacy Net
Wednesdays @7 pm on the

BVRC HAM-101'Net BVRC DualLinked Repeaters:
Tuesdays.@ 7 pm on'the

WX5NAS Skywarn Link System: N5BVA/Bella Vista
147.255, +offset, pl 162.2

N5BVA/Springdale
444.100, +5 MHz, pl 162.2

Bentonville U 146.865, -offset, pl 103.5
Springdale U 147.315, +offset, pl 97.4

Fayetteville U0 147.315, +offset, pl 110.9
Huntsville - 1443.625, +5 MHz, pl 97.4

Green Forest U 145.310, -offset, pl BVRC 3830 Roundtable

Sunday Afternoons
4 pm during CST
4:30 pm during CDT
3.830 MHz



http://www.bellavistaradioclub.org/
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NEKT BYRC )
MONTHLY MEETING

Thursday December 5 2024 @ 7pm
Arkansas Law Enforcement Training Academy
3424 S. Downum Road
Springdale, AR
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IF YOU'VE SIGNED-UP, BE SURE AND MARK YOUR
CALENDAR FOR THE 2024 BELLA VISFA AREA
" RADIO. CLUB'S. ANNUAL CHRISTMAS & AWARDS
BANQUET( ON THURSDAY .EVENING, DEC. 5, AT
6:45 PM. (DOORS OPEN"AT 6:30:) LOTS OF_FOOD,
FUN, & HAM RADIO FELLOWSHIP AS ws‘\ AS
GREA T DOOR PRIZES! 1\

\ IF YOU HAVEN'T SIGNED-UP AS YET, REGISTER [
Reqistration closes Nov. 2

See you there and 75/



https://bellavistaradioclub.org/event/december-2024-christmas-and-awards-banquet-rsvp/
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BOARD
MEMBERS

Progldenf : e — I/E Te.efm L'ommlﬂee
Jan Hagan — WB5JAN Chair: Don Cooper—KC7DC

janhagan51@gmail.com don_c@hotmail.com

Viee President : Edueaflan & Elmer gl 7 L‘ammllfea
3 109 Hott - WSAEN_ : pus == ~Chair:.Vinson Carter —_WVSC_'

Lacretary Nete Commitfae
Dana Hill=W5DGH - _ Chair: Dana Widboom =KISTGY

dana.hill1979@gmail.com - —  dcwidboom@ugmail.co

- e —— - - e S - . e S ————

Vreesurer | Membership Commitiee
Marc Whittlesey - WOKYZ Chair: Tom Northfell = W5XNA
almarcll@yahoo.com wbxna@arrl.net

Teehnieal Offieer — e— _— ~

Tem Moore =NSKWL - W Cociel Medie Committea

temmoore@gmail.com : Chair: Alex Smith = KISEQK
kiSeak@gmail.com

N5BVA Truetfoeo

Roger Dic_keyjKJ4QIS : S _ ~— Wobmastor
dickeyr@gmail.com - Roger Dickey — KJ4QIS.__
— e —— e —— " dickeyr@gmail.com

Boeard Memiber Af Large and

Publie Informefion Officer Newselettor Edifor
Tom Northfell - WSXNA = Don Banta — KS5DB
wbxna@arrl.net = : arskbdb@gmail.com



mailto:janhagan51@gmail.com
mailto:joe.hott@gmail.com
mailto:dana.hill1979@gmail.com
mailto:almarc11@yahoo.com
mailto:temmoore@gmail.com
mailto:dickeyr@gmail.com
mailto:w5xna@arrl.net
mailto:don_c@hotmail.com
mailto:vinsoncarter@gmail.com
mailto:dcwidboom@gmail.com
mailto:w5xna@arrl.net
mailto:ki5eqk@gmail.com
mailto:dickeyr@gmail.com
mailto:arsk5db@gmail.com
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Once again, It was a packed house as BVR
speaker Ryan Vaughn from Fayetteville toc

Ryan, his wife Christina, and Vaughn family members owned and operated the Radio
Fayetteville, Springdale, Rogers, Siloam SprihgsNavid\rkansas Mall for many years.

The family business was founded by Ryanos
and upon coming home to SW Missouri he opened a TV repair store in El Dorado Springs
then moved to NW Arkansas where he opéngdstbee in Fayetteville in 1971. Rogers followec
Springdale in 1975, Siloam Springs in 1977, and the mall store in 1988.

Ryan shared that he went through a lot of good times. His most fond memory was w
grandparents would attend the annual RS fairs. It was at these events when he was a child 1
used as a fAgui nea agronig oy thal was/schedyle tw betplacedeoa thehm
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giving feedback on which toys he enjoyed the most. What better way to have fun in assistir
di rectors with research and devel opment ?
of products were the toys.

Ryan also said at one time, RS was the leading supplier of cellphones in the U.S.

After growing up, Ryan enlisted in the U.S. Air Force and served for 10 years. He then cam
the Fayetteville store until he secured a position as an accountant, at which time Ch
managership of the store.

Radio Shack was one of the first companies to manufacture and distribute personal com
featuring their TB@ and Commodore 64. Ryan said to the best of his recollection, he thinks |
the programs that these computers featured

Ryan concluded the program w ‘
Q&A session in which attendees |
excellent questions, along with ‘
veteran ham members reminiscin
Ryan of the matnips they made to
stores and how the Vaughn fi
members were always kind, cong
and helpful. The last store to clos
Fayetteville, after 53 years of ded
service. Ryan also brought ¢
vintage Radio Shack catalogs
members to bresvthrough to enhar |
their trip 6dow [

BVRC Congeniality Coordinator Bill Dué65ZCl alonc
Thanks Ryan and with President Jan HagdkVB5JAN present the BVRC C
welcome back anytime. to Ryan and Christina Vaughn

For our November HAM 101 Workshop, nev
were treated to an e
new Social Media Coordinatori, KIBEQK.

Al exbds wor ks HFPoiHD vamera,
which Alex IS a pro! He showed videos of hit
@l mobileoperations, as well asRGoo 6 s mz
d options and accessories. Alex said -fi® Gan
also be immensely enjoyed during POTA opel

Thanks for a GREAT program, Alex!!!
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%@ﬁmwﬁ@@@@w@wﬂfwb”

he Bella Vista Radi
event  The Santa |
be on the air!

= 7. ., Yes, BVRC is developing and sponsoring an opportunity
s t he Bella Vista area Radi odin
%> Santa Claus this Christmas season.

The net will run on Friday, December 6, and again the next ri
December 13. &

" The Santa Net will be a special net in that there will be no on -air check
Instead to participate in the net with your young children, grandchll Iren,
“nieces, nephews, etc., check-ins for the net will be by registration. All

s you need do is simply complete the Santa N et registration for
~ * on the BVRC website. Persons registering will chose which date ’i
. and time slot they can be on frequency to check -in to speak to
4% Santa. The NCS will use the registered slots as a net check-in '
= list. Be sure and be on frequency thavening. The Net Control
Station will call you when it
" /€ ale your little ones to speak to Santa, it will also introduce
2 > them to ham radio! THE NET WILL USE THENW
ARKANSAS SKYWARN LINKED REPEATER SYSTE
REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN, SO SIGNP NOW! Click :
here to go to the BVRC homepage, then C|ICk this icc ,.o'

4 tO register:

e If you need more mformatlon ontact the Santa Net
Coordlnator Dale -W5DSL at llddidale @gmail.com or
phone 479-531-3600. HO! HO! HO!- SEE YOU THEN!



https://obsproject.com/
https://github.com/obsproject/obs-websocket/releases
https://hams.live/obsfiles
https://hams.live/hlfiles/
mailto:almarc11@yahoo.com
https://bellavistaradioclub.org/
mailto:llddldale@gmail.com
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As we enter this holiday season, it occurs to me that the themes of many of our ho
this season serve as an appropriate metaphor for our Bella Vista Radio Club.
Thanksgiving is all about giving thanks for the blessings and bounty that have cor

way through the past year. It is appropriate that we, as a successful Bella Vista Radi
take a moment to recognize and be thankful for the growth and experiewedsave enjoyed
together as a club this year.

Christmas is a time of celebration and, likewise, it is an appropriate time for us to
time to celebrateour enjoyment ofthe wonderful hobby we share together through the Be
Vista Radio Club.

Finally, New Years is a time to look forward with a spirit of growth and for plann
future year that brings the joy and satisfaction that we all hope to achi®getoo, it is a time
of the year for our club to plan for future activities and events to help us all eanjugteur
radiotogether in a way that helps us along our journey through the hobby.

On December 5th, all these themes come together for our 2024 Christmas and A
Banquet. During this exciting and fun evening, we will certainly be thankful for and celel
this past year's activities and the accomplishments of our club as a whole and several
members individually We will also look forward to the future year with the development
several exciting events and the continuation and growth of many of the successful act
we have enjoyed through the years.

| hope that you will be joining us this year on December 5th as we celebrate all our
members in their personal journey through our hobby through their membership in the |
Vista Radio Club.

| look forward to an evening of food, fun, surprises and fellowship as we continu
journey together through our exacting hobby!

73, Jan- WB5JAN
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2024 ARRL FIELD DAY
National Champions
3A Commercial Division

States Worked: 50
Canadian Provinces Worked:
DX Countries Worked: 14
Total QSOs: 2,523
Participants: 103

Total Points: 9,720
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A reminder for everyone wanting to keep f
BVRC memberships current for the con
year, the deadline for dues is March 31.
dues are $15.00 per year ($1.25 a mont
you have any immediate licensed far
members living with you at your ho
domicile, you can include them as a Far
Membershipat no extra charge You can
renew your membership using any of th
options:

r Personal check or money ordethi®
BVRCTIreasurerMarad WAKYZ vig|
regular mail, payable to:

Marc Whittlesey
1 Radcliffe Drive
Bella Vista, AR 72714

v Via PayPal by using M&remalil
address: almarcll@yahoo.conifter
entering $ amount, in the next secf
markedWhat is this for? ent e |
member ship renewa

r Pay in person at a BVRC monthly
meeting

Also note: If you are 73 years of age or

ol der you now qgual i f
Lifetime Membership. Contact Marc at

the above e -mail address and when you
advise him that you have reached your

73rd birthday, your membership in

BVRC from that time forward is FREE.
You will also receive a handsome BVRC
Lifetime Member certificate suitable for

framing.

The BVRC membership form and o
important information is included on 1
BVRC website club membership page.
view the page, clidlere

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT!

BVRC members John Robinson z W5HB and
his XYL, Kim z KD5TVX, own and operate

Embroidered Memories© h " 62#06 O
club merchandise supplier, which
embroiders and prints products for

individuals, businesses, clubs, schools, sports
teams, and various organizations all over the
world. They also have personalized products
that ship every day.

And they really excel in amateur radio

accoutrements: Callsign hats and visors,
EmComm and Skywarn hats and visors, shirts,
callsign etched glass blocks, metal tumblers,
coffee mugs, amateur radio patches, name
badges (be sure and order your own BVRC
name badge!), license plates, and many other
items.

Embroidered Memories

Providing professional
embroidery and printing

Home  Amateur Radio ltems Products AboutUs ContactUs @TSLLPD

About Us

Embrodered Memanes was Sormod in October of 2010 after Kim and Jokn
descovered Sat Bor custom embroidery and diglizng services were
becoming ever incroasingly populat

Embroderod Momorios embrowders and prinds peoducts for ndriduals,
busrosses, chbs. schools, sports teams, and viricys organgatons al
ovor the workd. We ship our personalzed products out dady

Our cusiomers inchude. Boubques, Amatour Radio operators and cubs
county fars, &-H clubs constructon businesses. ol field busnesses. boy

Place your order today in time for Christmas!
To order, click HERE



https://bellavistaradioclub.org/membership/membership-application-form/
mailto:almarc11@yahoo.com
http://embroideredmemories.net/em_008.htm

DEEMBERO24 The SIGNAL PAGH

ey, BYRG W embers!

Talbert Reynolds 6 KJ5IKE 9 Rogers
Kent Lowery 0 KJ5ITW 0 Bella Vista
Mike Muenich  d KJ5IUN & Prairie Grove
J.C. Biggs Il 0 KJ5IWB 0o Prairie Grove

Shannon Henson 9o KF@SJB 0 Exeter, MO

00k Fred, 1 dm on Ma
Now, whi ch one is you
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B)\VRC VE REPORY

Eriom Don Cooper - KC7DGE
B)V.RC VE Coordinator;
November, 2023

KenHloweryAIKISITWASIBellal Vista
Newalie’chnician)

Wike Muehich = [KEIUN = RreifiE e ir:
Newaliechnician)

JiCH IIE=FKY51WBE=IPrairie Grove
Newiliechnician)!

WilllKoertgel=IKC5DWHKS="Fayetteville
NewlGeneral!

CharlesiWatts'—"KEOQWK'- Powell, MO
New/ /Amateur Extra!

Wesz: memiihis test SesSSIomss

o [Dee. 14}, 10 ammm = Shilloh Myseum, 718 W Jelunsemn Ave,
Springeale

o Dee., 145 2 pim = [Bella Vista [Public Lidrany, 11 Diclkens [Fllace,
Belle Vists
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We now present the second article of
4part series, AnAIl I

BV RC & <W Academy class will begi
April 7, 2025. (More about that in nex
mont hés i ssue of Tt
of great fellowship and fun learning CW ir
these classes. If you would like to go to ti
next level in your amateur radio experienc
and lean the great mode of CW (Mors:
code), read this article. It will provide
information to help you make that decisior

With the new digital modes now in our mi
| have thoroughly enjoyed one of them fol
past 5 years FT8. Butdon 6t thé
mainstay modes of SSB, CW, and RTT'
still alive and well on the bands! Of cou
CW testing is no longer required to obta
U.S. amateur license, but there are many
hams who haw#ill learned the code becau:
of the sheer fun and enjoyment in us
it....without code readerssenders, anc
skimmers. | learned it 55 years ago whe
was 13 years old and have loned this day.
Perhaps youdbre one
would like to do what | did, and take
plunge?

We Oabait to begirmnothernew
y e ar € nhahkeeof your har
radio goals to learn CW in 202

In earliertimes all hams had to learn Mo
code to obtain an amateur license. Tha
ended in February 2007, when the |
dropped the Morse requirement for all clas
of amateur licensing, resulting in an influ
new folks(with CW more or less unknown
then) into the ranks of amateur radio.

CW was dying.

That waslmost 1§ears agpandl have news
for you: CW on the HF band€ARfrom

dead. It has experienced ongoing use on
bands notonly byveteran operatorbut in

fact, by many who, free of tiequired burder
of learning the code, have discovered on {
own how much fun and how useful it can t
implement on the air.

You might say, 0 We |
you know that? Do you have anything
substantiate that there are that m:
newcomer ngode hams that have learnec
and are using it?6

Absolutely! | have fircsand proof in my
logbook. | have heard it livean during the
ARRL CW Sweepstakes contistexample.

When you participate in Sweepstakes,
information you exchange with the stati
you work consists of a sequential serial #, \
operating class for the contest, your callsi
yourARRL section, and the last 2 digits of

PAGE3
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year you were first license@hile operating
during the contest, | hawworked many
stations that hawé®
denoting they were first licensed from 20C
current. This meanthat they have learne
the code on their own!!! Now, you may
0OYeah, r i prdbabBusingta lcazele
reader and keyboardr a skimmerfor
sending and receiving. True, some of tl
might, BUTO | 6ve heard c
t hat I can di stin
manually sent by a paddle or straight ke
i f I t 6 s boenputerng | as ¢éhnllec
each time | work one of them durthg
annual Sweepstakes contest.

okl NN
s

So, how has this come to pass? Why is
oarchaic6 mode of
that has been a deterrent and/or stumk
block to so many, still around? But m
noticeable of alyhyis this mode now seein
such a continued and evaurgingpopularity
on the ham bands?

Well first, learning the code gives you a se
of personal accomplishment in knowing 1
compared to the population of this planet
live on, persons who know and use the ¢
are an infinitesimally small percentage.

second, how about the mode of IG@If? An

article in the December 2013 issue of

entitl ed, OHow Muc

from Different Mo d
interesting statistics.

The article illustrates how theital modes
(of which CW is the oldest )rateh more
effective than the voice modes, especi
when the bands become very busy,
propagation deteriorates.

compared to SSB v
transmission, CW has nearly a 17
advantage on the a
more efficient duty cycle on transmissi
How much is a 17 dB advantage? Simply
the average 16@att transceiver (and
depending upon band conditipnswill
account for roughly somewhere betwee
30 and 6&old increase in signal strength!

You say, 0 OMorse dodegally!
help m& And, will it be worth the trouble «
learning thét? o More t ha
with anything else in life, you reap what
sow: Anything you get out of someth
depends on how much time and effort
want to put into it, and the amount of impe
you have.

For example,

If all you choose to do is talk thru |
repeaters (which 1| ¢
reason to pursue learning CW. On the c
hand, I f youodre ar
making contastwith other hams all over tf
world, having loads of fun in making lots
QSOs in a contest, desiring to pursue
DXCC, WAS, WAC, etc. awards, or hav
good odragchemotttere CW will offe
you great advantages and fun times c
those wWhoho ddoged.
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So, |l et ds say that So,goingon nt o t he futur
have possibly owhet now learned the code, made a prac
How do you start | ¢ contact with a club member (which is

you have to do is devote a few minutes a
for the approximate span ofeavmonths or
so to learn the basics of the code, then a
it by practicing itonthe ail. t 6 s r e

simple.

To begin the process of learning CW, you
acquire one of the computssed code
teaching programs such as the Koah
Farnsworthmethod. These programs v
teach you the alphabet, numbers, and a
punctuation marks and operational sigr
(ex: period, comma, slash, BT, AR, etc.)
more information, look at these websites:
WWW.ac6v.com/morseprograms.htm
www.lcwo.netand
www.arrl.org/learnirmorsecode.

That ds one met hodé

/////

Or better

Tworeally excellergources in which you ca
enroll inonlinecode classesan be found a
these links:

https://longislandcwclub.org/
https://cwops.org/cacademy/

Either of these organizations amecellent
choices to begin learning the code.

excellent thing to do), and now you are re
to make an actual contact on the air \
someone you do not
either all omone. There is no such thing
oparti al CWo . T-m avith |
both feet!

N

4

N\

Personally, | would suggest first listening i
tuning the FISTS frequencies which are-+
50 MHz up from the bottom of the U.S.
band (ex: 3.550, 7.050, 14.050, 21.050, 2
See www.fists.ory Tune until you hee
someone sending at a speed of which you
copy them with 780% accuracy. They m
be calling 0CQd6 at
them as soon as they cease transmitting
begin listening for aanswer (Ex: CQ CQ (
DE K5DB K5DB......CQ CQ CQ DE K5DB
K). Or, they may already be in QSO
another station, in which case you ¢
practice copying them until they finish w
the other station, then you can give the
call (Ex: W5ABC DE K5DB BH0D.

Ok, they answer yup
with them in the beginning of a QSO. Whs
you going to say, and how are you goin
say it?



http://www.ac6v.com/morseprograms.htm
http://www.lcwo.net/
http://www.arrl.org/learning-morse-code
https://longislandcwclub.org/
https://cwops.org/cw-academy/
http://www.fists.org/
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The following CW dialog is an example
what might be said during a routine QSO
another station. (Explanations of the

abbreviations used in this simulated CW (
appear inbracketedred print. Also, the
operational symbol BT (BREAK) is used
in CW. It is sent as one character witl
pause in between characters, no two sep:
characters. BT in CW denotes a break
pause) between thoughts, topics,

information categories that you aending
to the other station. BT is not necessary,
usually very helpful for the receiving stajic

W5ABC DEROMKSDB. TNX FERHANKS
FOR|CALL[CALLING MEBT [BREAK]JUR

[YOURRST[SIGNAISTRENGTH$ 579 57
BT[BREAKNAME IS DON DON[BREAK]
QTHYOUR LOCATIOIS|SPRINGDALE, /
SPRINGDALE, AR BIREAK HW CPY"
[HOW COPY®Y5ABC DE K5DB[®VERD

YOUR TURN TO TRANSMIT]

The other station will then send you back
same type of information. With tl
introductory phase of the QSO complete,
conversation from that point can go anywt
with any subjectd your current weathe
conditions/ temper at
in , what kind of roi
your hobbies, etc.

Something important to consider during a
QSO (or any mode for that matRemembel
that whatever you say or send is going ou
the entire world to hear So, d
anything that you \
billboard along49 or plastered on Facebo

In the preceding dialog, notice there is-¢
signal I n c Rsighasdare usel
more or less for all modes, but especially
RTTY, PSkand JS&all. Q-signals are a Kin
of Aham shorthando
lengthy word, thought, or phrase, all you ¢
send a particular combination of 3 lett
beginning with @AQO0
phrase, thus saving extra time and effor
this case, QTktheans nAmy | o
aremany @i gnal s. I do
them, but | know the mosbmmonly usec
ones.

You can view the -Rignals list atthis
website:
https://www.qgsl.net/wSwww/gcode.htmi

Getting back to our topic, if you beco

i nterested in work
you become more proficient in CW that
much easier to work DX stations dur
pileups than on SSB, with FT8, RTTY, anc
falling somewhere {petween.

By the way, if you ever make a humot
statement that you want to accentuate wi
chuckle, at the end of the statement (suc
LOL in texting lingo), send: HI[HA HA in
CW]



https://www.qsl.net/w5www/qcode.html
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So, what do you think? Are you going tc
give it a try?

If it is something that grabs your fancy
feeds a passion in you for working I
contests or casual rag chews; if it
Important enough to you to justify exert
some time and effort in learning it; ¢
especially to develop a unique -an
conversational skill, the world of CW car
really fun and gratifying.

To be cordi al but
heard hams comgp with endless excuses for not learning GMW'st of the time | hear them ¢
say, bave trledang ust canodét | earn ito, when ac

wrong method and/or not approaching learning the code with a positive mindset.

So, allow me to exhort you to consider learning CW as a goabfor202 t 6 s wup
But the pleasure and pri de yYoouudd!lll gsaeien.
give it a try.

After you learn thietters, numbers, commonly used punctuation marks, and pr@sigretart
using it orair, to keep your code speed tgowork on increasing your code speedo improve
your copying efficiency t her eds no better way to dor

better yet with W1AW-aim code practice broadcasts orlime code practice files that can

found on the ARRL website. Here are the links for-tiieswhedule and the files:

http://www.arrl.org/codg®acticeqgst-source
http://www.arrl.org/codeansmissions
http://www.arrl.org/codwacticefiles

Whether you choose to learn it online oumupcoming 2025VRC CW Academy clésgo on
the class in next ,agoyandl@estwishessnuearningfthe dodeé



http://www.arrl.org/code-practice-qst-source
http://www.arrl.org/code-transmissions
http://www.arrl.org/code-practice-files
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MY (HAM)
FAVORITE THINGS

the tune of pMy fFa
The Sound of Music.....what else? )

(To

Multiband yagis and beverage wires,
Bright copper ground rods
and warm amplifiers.
Paddles with magnets instead of with springs.
These are a few of my f a

Rigs that have dials
and rigs that have mouses,

No deed restrictions - antennas on houses,
Working on FT - 8,
Gosh 1 what a zing!
These are a

few of f a

dead!

my

When the bandds
When the amp blows!

When | 6m feeling sad
| simply remember my favorite things.
And then | donét feel

DXpeditions reply to my call sign,
Good propagation and sun spots and grey line,
Old Collins radio emblems with wings,
These are a few of my f
Contests and hamfests with

flea market pricing,
Relishing Field Day,
With no storms or lightning,
Multi-hop long-path the F-layer brings,
These are a few of my f a
When my feedline,
Gets a dead-short,
When | 6m feeling sad,
| simply remember my favorite things,
And then | donét feel

R Cistimas Story
ccccepEP Sityile ! 1 U

Undoubtedly, most of you are familiar with and
may have watched (many times!) the movie "A
Christmas Story". But, did you know that this
story was written by one of the most famous
amateur radio celebrities Jean Shepher¢ K20ORS
(now a SK)? What you may not know, is that this
story originally appeared as only one chapter in
Jean's book, "In God We Trust, All Other's Pz
Cash".

Shep, as he was affectionately known, also had
long running radio program on WORAM radio in
NYC.




DEEMBERO24 The SIGNAL PAGE9

llBVRC Technician Lic%e Holderﬁg .

Youbve passed your Technician |l icense exam anhdld
radio or perhaps aZDwatt mobile radio for your home station (or both). You have begutotcepbatde net
especialhte BVRC weekly nets on Tuesday and Wednesda
birdso (satellite communication) or even | earne
some of the HF bantistied to Technician licensees.

The question is: Are you satisfied with these operating privileges and activities? Are you aware of the yold
could gain to enjoy amateur radio even more, and all the extra frequencies and bands you could enjoy?

I f you are satisfied with your Technici an o pnaindar
of this article. But, if youdbve been aski myglicense
gain me enough new operati ng i pheanswebtiba kass quéesiton woald t
resounding AYes! o

Sure, using your hamatkie is fun.Not only fo
repeater nets, but you can use it for fox hunt
even POTA or SOTA operation on the VHF a
bands, which your Technician license allows y:

But you wondét know abj
the events, modes, bands, and excitement th
with it until youodre

I got my Novice license in 1969. It was good |«
years and not renewdbfeu either upgraded or
lost the license. | could only operate CW (Mor:
onthree othe HF basd There was neriters ir
my area.

| have always loved CW, so learning and using it was not a problem for me at all. For a year and a halfdcsj
all over the world with a Heathld® Ir&nsmitter running 75 watts and a HammafluAd-d¢¢@iver. About 6 mo
befoe my Novice license expired, | went with my cousin and my dad to Little Rock to go before the FCC e:
attempting to upgrade to General). In those days there was no Volunteer Examiner promgeaeto ¥oUu-Q4dl fiel
office tdake your test. The closest offices to NW Arkansas in those days were either Kansas City or Dall:
each quarter the New Orleans office sent an examiner up to Little Rock to accommodate persons living in
test withourtaving to drive the extra distance to Dallas or KC.
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We all passed the General code test (13 words per minute) and written test and upgraded, héakiams hs bla py
as larks. | was 15 then. Dad had gotten into ham radio after me, after seeing how much fun | was hatwiotin\
he and | were now General class license holders, and since | was just a teenager with basicaiy o éyptad
my |ittle Opeanut whistled station, dad pr oceeed
endeelp with a very nldeake 4 lifeome station. It was at this time that | discovered what it me&srierbbldens
| was amazed at now being able to operate SSB (phone) on the HF bands that | had only been able to )
code. | also was fascinated wittete AM (which is still going strong today on the upper end of that band).

Operating the VHF/UHF frequencies either mobile araat funelbut

thatodos just a drop in the buc
and/or Extra class license. Oh, by the way...l enjoyed my Gener:
many years from 19899, and finally one day | decided to go all the
be able to work aiptted ham frequency and mode that | wanted to.
my Advanced licerssel 20 wpm Extra class codernestSaturday in tl
summer of 198@veling back over to my honmedfolarrison and test
with my old club, the North Arkansas Amateur RadBdBdtietywas i

the 6studying moded | went to
passedheAmateur Extra clagstten exam and acquired my Extra. |
thankful to now have Amateur [

you the fun and sense of accomplishment in my past license ug
worked for me. If you acquire your General licemessadistied with it (
many people are andher e6s not a thing v
further upgrading and enjoy!

| am just relating my amateur radio upgrading experiences and tl
have achieved from those upgrades to hopefully encourage you to

So, with this story in mind, why should you upgliadesesir

A Upgrading opens you up to new frequencies and power on the H® barefsgioned this earlier, b
bears repeating. Yes, as a Technician you can operate the VHF/UHF bands, along with a
SSB on 10 meters, and (if you learn the code) CWBpantb8dneters. You also have digital privil
FT8 foexample, on 10 meferdy) But when you upgrade to General, in addition to your curren
privileges, NOW youodre able to operate o
license, you are restricted to a maaintpuh power of 200 watts on frequencies below 50 MHz. |
have operated with 100 watts for decades and they are happy with that, which (of course) i
tough band conditions, you may wish you had the capability of boostingspeaiglgwenen you v
to contact a rare DX station or during contests. As a General, you can now operate with out
as1500 wattsn most bands. (Ther&er band has a power restriction of 200 watts for all licen
Thisextra amount of power can make the difference as to whether you make that important cc
Whether you wish to run extra power would be your choice, of course. But as you can see
gains in privileges by upgrading.

A Upgrading opensp your understanding the art and science of amateurdadigou already know,
Technician license exam unveils to you the elementary and necessary elements of FCC rule
theory, and operating techniques. The General and Amateur Extra licenses and exam eleme
operating, busa a study of all the different kinds of modes and their characteristics, antennas
behind them, and propagation. So, if you wish to gain more knowladgmdamedeiring tl
knowledge will rely upon you upgrading to the next license class.
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A Upgrading makes you a more valuable member of thé®pmpgrading your license you can bt
more involved, and be more familiar with,
familiar with HF operation which in turn improves your operating skill for things sucleamcenter
stations, and a very importanti a@sgergency communications. We all know tEatGoiwsh group:
communicate on the VHF/UHF frequencies. However, many groups do also wmipron Hie
Hurrican®atchNet and the Maritime Mobile Netrort2® SSB are just two examples. Learnin
emergency communications preparation will also help you with improving your home statio
state of readiness.

A Digital Modesi As mentioned earlier, by upgrading you will be able to operate the hottes
presently going, FT8. But there are also other digital modes that your General license will
frequencies below 10 meters. One of theseatetgoén or RTTY, which is nickiHarpe h a ms
This mode has been around for decades and, although it has diminished somewhat with the
still a very popular mode with contesters. You will have RTTY atlyand dspogayour Gene
operating privileges if you so choose. Another popular mode you will be able to use is £
Television), that is also popular with many General and above license holders.

Again, i f youdre satisfied with your current
wrong with that. However, after reading this article, you might give upgradirgpesideraganulf you dec
in the positive, there are many new ham radio worlds out there waiting for you...go for it

» CQ CQ CQ
« thig is Santa
calling CQ and
- standing by.. _
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