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Monthly I\/Ieetlngs I Thursdays @ 7

3424 S”";ti*["‘)ownum Road, Sprlngdale
(A OaVYerics hoplfoiNew.comerst @AGpim ng meetmg)

#

Club Calls: N5BVA / W5NX

(Repeater Nets) (Contesting & SpeC|aI

Repeaters: 147.255 + .600 khz offset, pl 162.2
444,100 + 5 mhz offset, pl 162.2

Website: www.bellavistaradioclub.orqg

WEEKLY NETS:

BVRC Leqgacy Net
7 Wednesdays @7 pm on the
BVRC HAM. 101 Net BVRC Dual Linked Repeaters:

Tuesdays @7 pm onithe N5BVA/Bella Vista
WXS5NAS Skywarn Link System: _ 147.255, +offset, pl 162.2

Bentonville U 146.865, -offset, pl 103.5 7 N5BVA/Springdale
Springdale U 147.315, +offset, pl 97.4 444.100, +5 MHz, pl 162.2
Fayetteville —t-147.315, +offset, pl 110.9

Huntsville i 443.625, +5 MHz, pl 97.4
Green Forest U 145.310, -offset, p -y BVRC 3830 Roundtable

Sunday Afternoons
4 pm during CST
4:30 pm during CDT
3.830 MHz



http://www.bellavistaradioclub.org/
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NEHT BYRC
MONTHLY MEETINE

Thursday November 7 2024 @ 7pm
Arkansas Law Enforcement Training Academy
3424 S. Downum Road
Springdale, AR

November Meeting Information

HAM 101 Workshop, 6pm preceding monthly mé&wvid@ s n
appointed Social Media Coordinatddex Smitld KISEQK, will be ol
HAM 101 instructor for Novembyéi. s t opi ¢ wi [|-Aro
Operationbo. This nifty el ec
of |1 fe, and especially amat
program. It will be a good one.

BVRONovembemeeting, 7prdWe havesaguest speaker for th
mont hds progr am, Ryan Vaugh
Radio Shack Ryanwill be giving the history of the store, whi
accomplished during its many years of operation, and how it
hundreds of NW Arkansas amateurs with their ham radio ne
wi | | be a great stroll odow
historncal program.

SEE YOU THEN!
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BOARD
MEMBERS
e & ' E VETacfm Commitios—
gﬁfa'iin_fwss JAN —= ~ Chair: Don Cooper—KC7DC
janhagan51@gmail.com don_c@hotmail.com

Viee Precident . Eduestion & Elmer 91 1 Committoe
Joe Hott = WSAEN - - e _Chair:_Vinson Carter — WV5C
joe.hott@gmail.com - Vinsoncarter@qgmail.co

Loerefa Nets Committee
Dana Hill 3\159(5” E Chalr Dana Widboom — KISTGY

dana.hill1979@gmail.com - — dcwidboom@gmail.co

i s ———— - .

Treacurer — = — Membership Commitiee
Mark Whittlesey - WOKYZ Chair: Tom Northfell = WS5XNA
almarcll@yahoo.com wbxna@arrl.net

Technieal Offieer :
Tem Moore =NSKWL -~ - W Cociel Medie Commitfee.
temmoore@gmail.com = —  Chair: Alex Smith = KISEQK
kiSegk@gmail.com

N5BVA Truetee

Roger Dickey=KJ4QIS - - Wobmaster
dickeyr@gmail.com : ~ Roger Dickey = KJ4QIS

B T S — dickey [@gmai_l.coim‘
Board Maemiber At Large and | '

Publie Informetion Offieer Newelettor Edifor

Tom Northfell = W5XNA Don Banta — K5DB
wbxna@arrl.net - = . arsk5db@gmail.com
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BVROmembers continue each month to demonstrate their dedication and never ending hu
radio knowledge. October was no exception as once again the BVRC meeting room was pz

—

This monthdéds featured speakWdgKYAvw Marc ay/ iRaBy y&
amateur radio experience under his belt, but with the advent of the computer age Marc has
times. One of the area of the technolodgicalara has caught Marcos f

Marcsaid that SDRs are all over the world and all you need is a PC and a web browser. A
program being used by hams today for SDRs is a program called OBS. It is a freeware plat

SDRs are basically radios that are built around software and processors instead of a star
radios of the pasi® years have SDR components in them.
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Marc related to club members there are two types of SDI

b Webbased SDREach of these may have a diff
appearance and-sptwhen seen on the monitc
b Kiwi SDRAII of this type look the same.

Marc illustrated how SDRs bewgriatis locatioasound the
globe aid in receiving a given station(s) that may not h:
strong signal at one location, but very copyable at anothe

He showed how, using the software, you can filter a pol
band, a particular geographical area, etc., rather than
entire waterfall feature that comes with the software. Sc
several appearance options to suit your operting styl

Marc - WOKYZ

Herever e Mar cos cl osi
to get started, and how to use them:

AnHere 1 s the | i1 nkwdé
WebSDR sites: 1 T
https://rxtx.info/magsdr-points Bi #\:‘__ :
The links to download the OBS progra u" "W
websocket and the | il ol |
online SDRs are: Marc conducts a live SDR demonstration
The links to download the OBS program, the webeodkett he | i nks for W
are:

https://obsproject.com/ https://github.com/obsproject/clygebsocket/releases

https://hams.live/obsfiles https://hams.live/hlfiles/

For detailed instructions on how to install and setup OBS using the above four links, go to htt
There is also a short video at https://hams.live/videos/ that demonstrates how to run OBS a
SDRs. Be sure and watch tisenmovements carefully to see how to select and turn on variol
listen to them.

If you have gquestions or need some additional help, please feel freeaib roallamdel will be gla
help you out.-rRail: almarcl1l@yahoo.corPhone: 48¥61 12 8. 0

Thanks for an excellent program, Marc! We appreciate youagreahlshiow, but for the decad
your service as BVRC treasurer!!!



https://rx-tx.info/map-sdr-points
https://obsproject.com/
https://github.com/obsproject/obs-websocket/releases
https://hams.live/obsfiles
https://hams.live/hlfiles/
mailto:almarc11@yahoo.com
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%@ﬁmwﬁ@@@@w@wﬂfwb”

. The Bell a
. event ~ The Santa Net! C
be on the air!

>, Yes, BVRC is developing and sponsoring an oppéum (
the Bella Vista area RadIO-tI :
" Santa Claus this Christmas season. X

The net will run on Friday, December 6, and again the next F »
+ December 13. '

The Santa Net will be a special net in that there will be no on -air check-ir
| Instead, to participate in the net with your young children, grandchildren,
£i2 niec es, nephews, etc., check-ins for the net will be by registration. Al
oy ke ou need do is simply complete the Santa N et registration for
on the BVRC website. Persons registering will chose which d t ’i'
g and time slot they can be on frequency to check -in to speak to
#-Santa. The NCS will use the registered slots as a net check-ln .
.#==" list. Be sure and be on frequency th@&vening. The Net Control
Station will call you when i-.t""’
~enable your little ones to speak to Santa, it will also introduce
€&>them to ham radio! THE NET WILL USE THENW
- ARKANSAS SKYWARN LINKED REPEATER SYSTEM.

REGISTRATION IS NOW OPEN, SO SIGNP EARLYI Cli
A here to go to the BVRC homepage, then click thls iCt

22/ If you need more information, contact the Santa Net
Coordinator, Dale -W5DSL at llddidale@gmail.com or
phone 479-531-3600. HO! HO! HO!- SEE YOU THEN!



https://bellavistaradioclub.org/
mailto:llddldale@gmail.com
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From the Daskthe

Leverage your amateur radio hobby for even more fun!

It was whilelwasstayi ng at two beautiful camps
our wonderful amateur radio hobby is even more fun when you combine it with
another interest that you enjoy.

For me, my enjoyment of camping and RV travel is a perfect complement to my
i nterest iIin the popul ar 0 MBaimgkasa sCmic Jtdtecor
nati onal DIl SRIIGIe 2 titon and then activat
p a'r kis SaAsRats eSS aimikE B0 "pfar ko contacts brir
far off camping destinations. Besides the enjoyment of exploring the beauty of
t he par kos B4 @2 @ Eagts 1 s0n and [t s surroundi
amateurs around the country over the radio adds to my enjoyment of our
camping experience.

However, there are so many other areas of interest that make for a perfect
pairing for amateur radio. Several members in our club combine biking through
our wonderful Northwest Arkansas trails and bikeways with amateur radio
communications as a natural fit.

Many off road jeep and ATV enthusiasts use amateur radio to bring even more
enjoyment to their explorations as well as provide a means for emergency
communications.

Scout leaders use their amateur radio skills and interests to provide an exciting
opportunity for young people to learn about radio communications in a way that
Is rewarding and useful in their roles leading young people in their scouting
adventures.

These are but a few examples of how our amateur radio hobby can enhance our
other interests and hobbies.

The point is this i our wonderfully interesting hobby that already has so many
directions of interest to be explored can be even more rewarding when
combined in interesting ways with our other life adventures.

| challenge you to think of how you can enjoy our hobby with your other interests
you enjoy. Get out there and enjoy your amateur radio journey!

733 Jan, WB5JAN
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BVRC Welcomes Neww
SocialiMedia:Coordinatortor
AlexxSmithh - KISEQKC

The Bella Vista area Radio Club Board of Directors is pleased !
announce the appointment of new Social Media Committee Chair Ale»
Smith T KISEQK.

Gkt WGet t+ RY U Uan &atlylagecspaiRed Lhyrcladsic finbs
like Smokey and the Bandit. The iconic bridge scene from Smokey anc
the Bandit 2still brings a smile tohis face! At just 10 years old, while
helping his father clean out a semitrailer, Alex discovered his first CB
radio. With a zero ground plane antenna and a power supplfe was
ready to embark onhis radio journey.

As he grew up, his love for communication deepened. His
§ first vehicle, a Jeep CJ5, proudly featured a 2&hannel
'{ Royce CB radiothat allowed him to connect with fellow
enthusiasts across Mexico and the GulfButhe was hungry
for more. It was laterduring hiscollege career thathe met
Rick Popet KG5MWG who introduced him to the exciting
world of ham radio and guidechim through the process of
getting his license. In the spring of 2019,he earned his
Technician ticket and became an avid 2meter mobile
operator.

y Alex has also become a very avid Bicycle Mobile operatol
Alex with his niece Emma during He checks-in regularly to the weekly BVRC repeater net:
|l ast vy e dorsquare evaptu ar e from his bicycle.

Alex also told us...........

Mel |l JUqa! AWf kG W a6l RGGUT WaqVYWet
Committee Chair for the club! This role will allow me to connect with

our community and share our passion for radio in new and engagin
ways.

fROWeaOt YWY ULWe Wa Rt + R ¥lasHlmendd by Rid:
of the year, thanks to a friendly bet with Nathan SpearsKE@VPI that

keeps me motivated!

My ultimate goal is to return to the Register's Annual Great Bike Ric
Across lowa (RAGBRAND.ERUHAHNILW e Net qdAWf k213U
and optimizing my bike setup in preparation for the 52nd annual even
in 2025. f k @ocumenting my journey through training videos,

which  you can check out on my Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/Smithe079/reels/ .

Join me on this adventure as | strive to blend my love for radio with tr
thrill of biking, proving that with passion and determination, we can
achieve our dreamsh LU LLI

We heartily welcome Alex to his newly appointed position!



https://www.facebook.com/Smithe079/reels/

NOVEMBER24 The SIGNAL PAGHD)

Dan Cassaly5DB&Sherwood, AR
Shawne OI8&G5EXBella Vista
Robert Win&lH3AZdFreedom, PA
Jacob SmitI5YOiRudy, AR
Johnathon Bud&J5ILEWest Memphis
Det | ef @KIbIKSFayett&vibles
Shawn Ricld&pringdale
Brandon Géd&l5I0&Bella Vista

CONERETUZHYIENS
MR. & MIES. U8 'WINIEE]

By Ron Evans 90 K5XK

BVRC member Carol Wilsom W5CDW, was recently
reunited with an old friend who first introduced her tc
the hobby 40 years ago, Bob WinkleN3AZZ, from
north of Pittsburgh, PA. They had both lost the
spouses. Interestingly, | met Bob at the BVR
breakfast several weeks ago and learned they wer
engaged. And at the Saturday morning September
breakfast, they announced they are newlyweds!

Congratulations$! Bob

Check out this
top-notch cw team



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TdORukd1pF0
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BVRC VE REPORT

From Don Cooper - KC7DC, BVRC VE Coordinator
September, 2024

2

Jo hathon B
West
Ney

Next mont hds ttest sess/i ons

o November 9 , 10 am 0 Shiloh Museum, 118 W. Johnson Ave,
Springdale

o November 9 ,2pm J Bella Vista Public Library,
11 Dickens Place, Bella Vista
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BASIC HOEBNTAL ANTENNAZS
WORLIW/IDE
HF COMMUNICATION

BVRC has numerous members (and especially ne\
the club and hobby) who have upgraded to the C
Amateur Extra license and are now enjoying HF
Some are using HF verticals due to space limite
other factorand are being gratified with QSOs ot
North America, but globally as well.

Even though some members possess towers s
directional antennas (beams, quads, etc.), the bu
members (and especially newcomers) are us
antennas (quartgave balanced dipole, off cente
dipole, end fed half wave, etc.), awdtdbe are
experiencing the excitement of working stations al
world.

For these members using horizontally polarized :
the table belomillhelp you attain better performance
your wire antenna. For these type antennas, the fa
from the ground they are, the bettesuls Increasing
your antennadds hei -grgle
performancelf you have a mbhlind antenna, use |
recommendation in the table for the lowest band
antenna operates on.

If you are unable to achieve these minimum heigh
antenna, you will still igiable performaneéh gooc
band conditions. This table is provided for you in
desire to increase performance and are able to r
antenna higher. As us old timers say about wire
0The higher, the bettel

Minimum Recommended Heights of

Horizontally Polarized Antennas

Band Minimum Height
10 meters 20 feet
12 meters 20 feet
15 meters 25 feet
17 meters 30 feet
20 meters 35 feet
30 meters 45 feet
40 meters 50 feet
80 meters 50 feet

ARRL Volunteers Obtain
Ham Exemption to
Pennsylvania

Handsfree Law

ARRL volunteersiennsylvania have successfu
protected the legal right to use amateur radio v
operating mobile within the state. A hands
distracted driving bill had worked its way thro
the legislature over the past several years,

ARRL Atlantic Divisionréztor Bob Famiglio

K3RF, successfully advocated for an exemptio
licensed radio amateurs. "The bill survived |
just before the latest vote, which stripped out
exemption but left in exemptions for commer
drivers, including truck driverBus drivers, ant
public transportation [drivers]," he wrote in
message to ARRL members in Pennsylvania.

In April, the exemption was stripped from the
sending Pennsylvania hams into a state of w
ARRL members in the state rallied, contacting
state legislators to explain the benefit that licen
operators provide to the state. The bill als®
going to remove the ability for first respond
such as volunteer firefighters, to use radios in-
personally owned vehicles. "Hundreds of ernr
then went out to legislators and such and bac
me. We also helped our volunteer emerge
responceers who were in the same boat as us"
radio use from their personal cars. Many mem
are also emergency responders as well, and
picked up on this too," said Famiglio.

Last week, the Pennsylvania House
Representatives voted in favor of accepting thi
with the exemption. ThBenate passed it las
summer.The bill is now on its way to Governor .
Shapiro's desk, where he is expected to sig
Mobile use of amateur radio will continue
Pennsylvania, thanks to ARRL advocacy
government relations carried out by memt
volunteers.
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Last month we covered powering an amateur mobile station, cabling, installation and arrangement

of mobile station components and antennas. In our concluding article on HF Mobile Contesting,

we will explore the logistics of this topic and how to be success ful at logging, record keeping , and
route planning.

By Don - K5DB

S o, firktteke @lsok at logging for a contest in which you are competing or just casually
a contest or some other type of amateur radio caypeetpeeation (ex: POTA activation).
let me reiterate that what | share witlwyna vgorks for mi may not work for you, but this w
you a starting point...........

For state QSO party contest opeiratisrnwell as all the other major contests, for that m
personally use N3FJP logging software. | know N1MM is another very popular logging s
first introduced to N3FJP over 15yearsags,gat t o using 1 t, so
available and going strong today. Just so you will be aware, N1IMM is freeware and N
time, lifetime registration fee. If you want more information on probably the twiragostng
here are the links:

https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/

https://www.n3fjp.com/

Since | am only familiar with N3FJP, | can advise you of these features: It has separate
for mo s t of the state QSO parties (i1nc
manually set parameters for a particularffcamtasieneric logging platform. You simply dow
contest file package you need from his
scoring, county/state/ DX I|list, etce is



https://n1mmwp.hamdocs.com/
https://www.n3fjp.com/
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Here I s a screenshot,

& N3FIP's Arkansas QSO Party Contest Log 2.4.5 www.n3fjp.com

File Settings Band Mode View Change County Recall List Help

u s i NVNXtopermtidmiakt Maynee
Millwood Lake in southwestern Arkansas as an example. There are other examples on tf

@ CurrentBand & Mode m Recent Contacts ® Last20 o Al
Rec Call St/Prv/Cnt Date / Time Mode Bnd Rcvd County R Snt County S
2136 KE4NAB VA 05/19 01:59 SSB 20 59 59 Little River
2135  KE4NAB VA 05/19 01:59 SSB 20 59 59 Howard
2134  KE4NAB VA 05/19 01:59 SSB 20 59 59 Sevier
2133  KE4NAB VA 05/19 01:59 SSB 20 59 59 Hempstead
2132 KIBKGC NM 05/19 01:58 SSB 20 59 59 Sevier
2131 KIBKGC NM 05/19 01:58 SSB 20 59 59 Little River
2130  KIBKGC NM 05/19 01:58 SSB 20 59 59 Howard
2129  KIBKGC NM 05/19 01:58 SSB 20 59 59 Hempstead
2128  KG7COA AZ 05/19 01:56 SSB 20 59 59 Sevier
2127 KGICOA A7 05/10_01-5 SSR 20 50 59 Little River

= o X

Score Statistics

Total Contacts

Total QSO Points

Total Multipliers m
Total Score 136,704
QSOs / Hr (Last 20 min)

QSOs / Hr (Last 60 min)

Bulgaria Benton Arkansas
Canary Is. Columbia Ashley
Cayman Is. Craighead Baxter
B t Martinique Crawford Boone
m@m Mexico Greene Bradley
Hempstead Calhoun
P S Independence Carroll
Please select your band and mode from the menu Johnson Chicot
m Lafayette Clark
el Miller Clay
Nevada Cleburne
Clear Spot Last Pope Cleveland
Pulaski Conway
Possible Dup"cates ) Any Portion Union Crittenden
Washington Cross
Dallas
Desha
Drew
Faulkner
Franklin
Bearing: Miles: Cont: Fulton
Garland
Start tracking op time

RI FL SC | AZ UT | 1A ND
VI | GA TN | D WA | KS NE
KY VA | MT Wy | MN SD

N Canada
[ 5 I & |
NJ AR NM | M Wwv | BC ON

mMB PE
NB Qc

OH

00:00:00

sanc: [NETHEE  woeo: IEETHI

wowop | Rsm | Howara

IL wi .
CA HI N
12:50:55 PM
17:50:55 UTC

Again, you can operate mobile in many types of contests, but we will use the Arkansas
example of the event webre operating in

The logistics bottom line of efficient mobile contesting operation is your timetable. A
operate while stopped. During a QSO party, where are my stops? On county lines. At
on a bcounty line which enablesomeft g itwo €eourttiestata time and also log two QSOs
per each station | work. But whenever and wherever possible, {cstaptyhree tor even a gt
county |line (theyodre tougher t o feroodnty lirk
youbre in a different | ocation, so you
as possible by puttiig as many counties as | can duringianstop QSOs, more points.

Bentanile o EUTKE SpNGER

Benton |
—

I ) T Y Comings g
Baniity | o evounsHom ' Randolph o
3 - untin Home p Cla
WMoy Pashontass [ i

=€ | Camoll  aieveon  aveliie BaXter -

wAsh Flaty

Izard

. * Greene
—| ~ Meboumes

Fayettmuiies  HUMBlEs ¥ - - Paragoulds
) Madison  Je=per s Seal .
Washingten ‘ ‘!' Newton  Mashalle “mi‘mmw" -
P ] f ~ Stone
g "~ \enBuren | —
Crawford - Frankiin' jonnson Ii siwens | Clebumme

eoer Springse
|

| ShamD i Ridges
o . Lawrence -
1 | Giyesiles
i.kx\mhu:’u‘ -macmsswsswpp\
| Craighead |
e — | Ososcla,
Poinsett
eHamohurg |

by Independeﬁib'éf'
Jm——

Newpor: +

~ Jackson | N

#Ozack &
g Eugaa? 02* sClarisulle
wFort Souith | Kle _ad Pope |
Charlestone |~ o

- I i - Cross Crittenden
| SWyre | Marons

| Saint Francis
oFomrest Ciry |

T e | & Peny _— e gy e |

o e ) Prairie H Lee

Seott | | o R sloncke  +0e Valls B Marannas
— N Lonake :
Menas |Moomtdas | Garland

HotSpringss L
Polk Momgomery_ L T

i _

- __\__.r

- S, L y ‘
S %, BRike N vcacipnas -

Sevier = %y L e L L ¢
= N | Dalas . riewe 0 Lmeen vib
| : Cleveland | incin Desh

0y | mesn e pf o ! oL bl
Ashdawn 4H’umm.aﬂ - Ouachita e
_ Little River Nevada .. Calhoun virens |

- I ! & aHampton

.. | sCtarendon
,ISE""Q _ - by Monroe

ssenien - - | '_sm;;g_lm-mmalan-.

| L ! 3

© Meveme | Jefierson Arkansas

Mot Spring Stetdsne

et |
. Grant e At . j
- - ~ b

Phillips

+ Manbel| 5

- Drew

3 L Ji Y
Y b / | -
o eLewisvile - [ Bradley -
Miller - & ]
J sMagnalia Lo,
F #ElDorade

Lo
| sHameuy | Chicot
. Columbia

W atavata ! Union Ashley




NOVEMBER24 The SIGNAL PAGH

The trick in amassing the maximum number of QSOs and counties that you activate lies
how much time it will take to travel between stops and hovspenett @awh stop. For examg
spend a little more time afcaunty line than at-aduinty line because it takes more time to i
the extra county abbreviations. Plus, you normally get bigger pileups calling you when
knowthéyr e gett eng -ferr of tacce ® g ;o e doadriitdn lkelyrwitl re:
in having to remain at that stop a little longer than usual.

The way | pl an and calcul ate all this I

First, | use an online map with county lines for all the United States supefintipss&ohan
rule.com/gmap Letds use the Benton/ Washingtoa

Benton County, Arkansas, USA
\

\\n

Lowed

\

Eim Springs

Washington Cou nt( Arkansas, USA

\

tomes After zoominag on the area you are intere
in, you will see a red line. The red line
county line. If you hover the mouse nort
line, you will see the name of the doi
e ‘ Bentori at the top of the screen. Likew
you hover theonse south of the line, the
Springdale i ndi cates this cou

| then construct the route | will take, crossing @€ ooguty anchulticounty lines per stop that |
find, and figuriogt where my start point and end point will be. As an example for the A
Party, | would be figuring-boi2 run (the durationthat particular contest), counting all tra
between county line stops and time spent at each one. | calculate all this out, then doc
document, stop by stop, translat sby comaa:
looking at on the county line map with the same area on Google maps and use the origi
designatiorikat Google maps uses to program into my GPS. (The reason | have to use tw
of one is because Google maps does not show county lines, which | wish it did.)



https://mob-rule.com/gmap
https://mob-rule.com/gmap
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Finally, | use Google maps Street View to take a screenshot of what the actual county lin
road | am using, and crop and print tha-
use the Benton/Washington county AR d8 just north of EIm Springs:

If there is a landmark (red barn, house,
white pasture fence, etc.) before a count
also insert a note under the picture usi
landmark to alert me (along with the GP:
alert) that the line is just ahead, so tha
begin slomy down and not drive past it.

There is usually a road at the line, or pull
at or veryear the line where | can stog
activate the counties.

After printing a screenshot of what all the
lines actually look like on the road, | pi
document to take with me.

While preparing all this route plan at home, dn@ whiles t i | | using Goog
feature (altering the route if necessary) to use the Google maps origin and destination
into an Excel spreadsheet.

For example, | ran one of the Arkansas QSO Parties in northeastern Arkansas, proceedir
northern tier of Arkansas counties, ending my route at the Boone/Carroll County line. Af
4th stop on the Clay/Greene County liaeraC®ehard, AR, | was ready to proceed to Rave
where the 4«tounty line of Lawrence, Randolph, and Sharp counties is located. Here is th
the directions and shortest practical route to take between my starting and erchngaoind
you are familiar with):

&

DPeach Orchard

= 49 min
39.3 miles

Manson

OKean

Annieville

@

412
College City

Black Rock

Portia

ithville Powhatan
® @3 Light

45.6 miles
Walnut Corner Walcott

Whiskerville

)
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| therproceed with these same steps from county line to county line, stop by stop. When |
all stops, travel time, and time spent at each stop, | now have an Excel spreadsheet to
pretty close to my timetable schedule, alongwitte ounty | i ne #Api ct
example of the spreadsheet:

START _|[STOP _ |LOCATION TIME SPENT
1445 CRITTENDEN / CROSS / ST. FRANCIS 45m
1530 Travel: Heth, AR - Whitton, AR 45m
1600 MISSISSIPPI / POINSETT 30m
1700 Travel: Whitton, AR - Hancock Junction, AR 30m
1730 CRAIGHEAD 30m
1815 Travel: Hancock Jct - Near White Oak, AR 45m

CLAY / GREENE 30m

Travel: Ravenden, AR - AR-289
2200 FULTON / IZARD 30m
2300 Travel: Ravenden, AR - Gassville, AR 1hr
2330 BAXTER / MARION 30m
0015 Travel: Gassville, AR -  US-65 45m
0045 NEWTON / SEARCY 30m
0130 Travel: US-65 -  Alpena HS 45m
0200 BOONE / CARROLL 30m

HEAD HOME

Using my spreadsheet, Word document pictures of the actual county line locations, and C
this has kept me running very close to the schedtderlinvieh that year, plus the counties
planned on activating.

So, this is the method to my madness. It may not work for you, and yguvaityacbettsr plar
way to accomplish running mobile on time during a competitiveviatii Hagou tackle this a
arrive at a better or more efficient me

Finally, when it comes to activating POTA parks, you can basically use this same methoc
just be spending more time at each park stop if you only wish to activate a few in a day,
time if you want to active severdayn a

Of course, thereodsumoa hponrgt artolree sf tuant it chra
a tent, a camper trailer, or out with Mother Nature herself on a picnic table in the park v
stati on gear .estedihuhiat aspéct ofsetiing up@and tearing down foeeach
mobil e operation i s piiBulliatbtheyparkriy &t thatyisomthinltr
boundaries, get your laptop out for logging, and go to it witmadhechewdike: Phone, CW, or
Better yet, all of o0em!
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Apprehensive
About CW?

*Don’t Be!

BY DON - K5DB

For the November 2024, December 2024, January 2025, and February 2025 issues of The !
going to feature the Al |l "BVROQW Ac&igwiyhesclassvill
be held every two weeks on Monday evenings beginning April 7 and running through Augus
We hope tils series will encourage any interested BVRC members to enroll in the course am(
exciting timdearning an ageld, but still very prominent, skill and mode to use in their amateu
experience. | f you decide you would 1|i ke
element of challenge of course) interacting with otiien@mbers learning the code, be sure a
signup early as there are ollgpots available for the course. Send-aragto DoK5DB if you are
interested in enrolling in BVRC CW Academy. Enrollment is now open until FebruaryKbys:
and oscillators will be provided, free of charge.

In the meantime, enjoy this first of four special articles on learning and using CW.................

THE HISTORY
Morse code or ACWO (Cont i nuo uTRisyddain 2024, itacedebre

its phenomenal 180th anniversary of existence.

In the earliest days of radio, Modssl signals were extremely crude, just buzzing noises that
and off. Because of the method used to create these signals, theyppeekdraatigdssions. It
important to point out that these were not continuous waves; they weamgerdwasss.

Starting around 1920, hams began using radios that could generate signals comprised ofict
CW.
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This innovative technology quickly provedto | |
superior to spark. For instance, a CW signal
heard at a mudjreater distance than a s 7
transmission. This was true for two reasons: N\ -~ """

T The CW signal was §
bandwidth of only 50 Hertz or less. Un
damped waves of a spark station, its
was highly concentrated at one freq ¥ /.
rather than being spread over |
frequencies.

1 At the receiving end, the listener could use filtering techniques to block everything exc
the CW operator was using. This greatly reduced the effects of noise and interference.
then be amplified and made louder, wiecthen&W signal much easier to understand.

CW_IN THE PASHYEARS
On April 15, 2000, in their Report and O#tlE2 #88 FCC restructured amateur radio licensing. T
several elements in the R&O, two of which were:

1) A reduction of the number of operator license classes from six to three. The Advanced Cla:
Class, and Novice Class licenses were deemed redundant and would no longer be issued.
licensees would retain their openavihepps and be allowed to renew (or upgrade) their licenses

2) A reduction of the number of telegraphy examination elements from three to one. Both th
perminute) and 13 WPM Morse code tests were removed in favor of a standardized 5 WPN
requirement for both the General and Extliaetisss.

In 2003, the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) ratified changes to the radio regule
country to determine whether it would require a person seeking an amateur radio operator lice
the ability to send and rec@WeThe effect of this revision was to eliminate the international req
a person demonstrate Morse code proficiency to qualify for an amateur radio operator licens
privileges on frequencies below 30 mHz. With this chemgatiohal rules, the FCC announc
December 15, 2006 that it intended tahedtptiule changes which would eliminate the Mor
examinatiarequirement entirely for U.S. amateur operator licenses. Shortly thereatfter, the effe
new rules was announced on February 23, 2007.

THE OUTCOME

When t he -maki@grudinglwassnade to semove the code rec
to obtain a ham licende ham internet forums and chat rooms we
Myriads of pros and cons as to the ruling being applicable/fair or not
internet by the thousands. Bigotry ensued. For example, when a pe
their Amateur Extra exam, some of tla@ etEa Class operators slanc
and denigrated the new Extr alad
not been requiredpass the 20 wpm code element to acquire their Ext
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| am proud to say | did not associate myself with thésesidiatsalized that if the governing radio
our countrydmed hat CW was no | onger required to

of my feeli ngs AxcceptitSecondweglizectimatas with angthing else and the
of time, things chaiigeew modes were coming into existence, and the computer age was givin
breed of ham operatof#ird, | was aware of the fattetlen though CW had been removed fr
requirements, that the THEORY exams still remained and these new hams had to (just as | di
and assimilate the areas of study needed to pass thoses exXdmgan assure ytlose exanaeno

less easy than the ones | paskebkedthe FCGncreased the difficulty level of them somewnh:
essence, with or without code, these persons could bearetgabfied in passing the exam for wh
license class they attainedmpleasedo say thatHave been presanainy times to see the loo
gratificatiomnd success on their faces at many VE test sessions.

So, regardl ess of mi ne or anydhas fae dsshe ficens
requirememispectvas concerned....

THE PRESENT STATE OF CW

However, for those of you today who have reee
code licenses, | want to sincerely encourage yol
anduse CWa nd | dondt mean
receive it, and a software program toideadntit for
yourself in addition to your other favorite
becauseeée

CW is still alive and well on the ham bands!!!

| f you dono6t b efiora thebotia
of any band (3.500000, 14.000, etc.) during a
contest weekend and V<
from reaching the point of extinction.

CWTODAY
Morsecoded CW operatirgimply referred to@&/ operating as | previously stated, is 180 years ¢
itstill remains VERY popular. Despite all the digital technologies available to us today, CW is
for longlistance communication, even at low power levels.

CW is also spectrum efficient, and thatods
bandwidth enabling many CW conversations to take place within a small slice of the frequenc
about it this way: Consider tB8Rdstz bandwidth required fanesingle sidebag8SB) voice sign
whereaslozen®f CW QSOs (conversations) could take place within that same bandwidth.

And CW has one more ace up its sike&véhe only nenice communication mode that does not r
computer. You can send CW by using nothing more tope@tezhslvitch (known lesysor paddlg
to turn a transmitter on and off. \@h@natto receive, a CW signal requires only your ears. |
human brain has a remarkable ability to understand Morse code signals during poor band co
be impossible for a computer to handle.

So as you can see from what | previously stated, CW may be old, but it is far from dead.
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THE SPECIAL WORLD OF CW
| found this interesting list of reasons as to why CW is so special while browsing the Intérne
sure who the author i s, but 1 tés very des

0 Itis a unique, intimate, concise and effective communicatibnsatilby thousatid®ughout th
world.

0 Itis still one of the most efficiensinogems of power required for long distance communic:
susceptible to interference, and conserves the radio frequency spectrum.

0 It involves no accent or pronunciation problems, therefore providing a widely underst
language.

0 It employs simpler, more reliable and easily maintained equipment than other communicat

0 Itis an equalizer negating age, speech impediments, and dialecticardiftdspnoeisles for reas
acceptance of youngsters in an adult environment.

0 lItis the only radio communications mode that is understood readily by both man and macl

1'*]}/'

i Moreover, for many -Emglish speaking amateurs,
~ much easier to learn how to habdk@aCW QSO th
l/ it is to learn how to pronounce and speak English
By not knowing or using CW, whether you realize
you are literally cheating yourself out of an ent
realm of amateur radio that is really exciting.

E.30M

° . o

e A O R SR o

But the foremost reason to get involved with CV
| Tééé. |l Séé. é FUN.

In addition to really enjoying CW (and | do not 1
Abl owi ng my own horno

private satisfaction of knowing that within myself | havdéatehidti@h puts me in a select grc
i ndi vidual s that know and use a UNI QUE m
About 5 years ago, for the first time, | added a digital mode to my ham radio regimen and
Although CW is, has been, and always will be my first love in ham radio modes, | have he
excitement with FT8. | am glad | made the decision to broaden my interests and learn some

So......If | can get excited about something new to me such as the digital modes, how abou
try? | promise you, if you will earnestly strive to learn CW and use it faithfully in your ham r:
doesndt matt JJWILIBEGODME HQOKEDIM i s, YO

Now you might be saying, Al hear what vyc
di f cul

fi t. o
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Is it? Have you tried learning dwalgcdiul détters to come to that conclasidmiven Gplft h a t

case you havenoét given it a fair chance.

And of course it take@se and effort to learn code, but theh@dgaia s n 6t anyt hi ng
effort? Now itdéds true, you wil/ not swit
about making QSOs atsyféei.r.st... .. Youoll .be .9
THAT HAS STARTEDT!!!( We 61 | t a lak begﬁminge(:Wa)[hJemmDm later m this articl

However, most people greathesiigrate the amount of effort required to learn CWe&tesylgarn
your firsb-10characterg o u 0 | | be hungry for more.

AOK, THERE MIGHT BE SOMETHI NG TO THI SéSO
First, find you a good online CW teachini
BVRCG6s annual CW Academy. Or both. (In

learning the code faster than anythingne Fparsonally, | did better in a classroom group ati
because | was having to make an effort to spend time attending class with other beginners.)

Then, purchase (or borrow from someone who has one if you can) a code oscillator and a

combination unit. Dondt become aggravat e
youbre | earning codeéyoudre not att e mp-sound
digital Dolby.

And notice that when you first begin to learn code, the tool you use with tHeTesaIIE0r ISEh o
a padIfRAGHAKEY Not only are you | earning h
it. Beginning with a straight key will develop the fundamentals of your properly sending an
and dashes correctly. After you master the straight kdy,ay¢puean mov e up t oi
the paddle.
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Using gaddle is a skill in its ¢
rie, and while you'll certainly wa
learn how to use one somaiti
especially if you do aolotasua
contact®r contestirigi t 6 s | 3
leave it alone until yof
comfortable with the mddearnf =
with a straight key first.

DEVELOP A CODE LEARNING METHOD
|l f you choose to attend our CW Academy th
CW classes already have a learning aredimdriculuior you.

If you decide to learn on your own, find a good online code course and follow the methot
course. Or perhaps if it is more attractive to you, you can use the method | used in 1969:

Learn about&letters, 1 number, and 1 punctuation mark every two weeks. (The more c
punctuation mar ks are period, cC o mma, gue
numbers, you can learn those without much pxoioh®rs are the easiest and fastest to lear!
opinion.

However...DO NOT learn the letters in alphabetical dvtierk t hem up. The
when youbre copying them during a QSO any
For example, in your first week, learn K, S, and Z. In the second week, learn B, R, and V, ef

Try to spend 30 minutes to an hour eac
at home and in the quiet with your os«
and send to yourself the characters y
learning for that week (use headphc
your oscillator is equipped with a heac
jack or t er bestyoutadt
not annoy family
practicing). Then begin combining the
the characters you have learned i
previous weeks.

ADon, t hat sound
sending aspect, but what about learnit
tocopcode?0 Hang on
that.
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Learn all the characters at a slow and easy pace as described in the preceding paragraph.
orfalselp ver confi dent and try to | earn 10 ch
up to 15 words per minute in 3 weekso, Yy

The more you pracgseading to yoursélfe more your forming the characters with your straig
i mprove, and also the better you wil/ be
as you practice sending tioeyourselin learning Morse code, sending and receiving woehahdr
This learning experience differs with each individual, of course. But as a generadruatenims
youoll be amazed as your r e ahbhndeeivg Witha fairly de
degree of efficiency, ALL of the characters!

And, about the copying aspéeiarning code is like learning a foreign ldnipedgest way is to lei
THE LANGUAG&emnettihg of everything from
is to bypass converting everything from English to Spanish and vice versa. Skip the conve
train yourself to think and speak ONLY in Spanish.

|l tds the same way v
as a Al anguageo i n-
dtkdaho come through
to yoursel f, AUhEéok
anothed as hét h aWRONG!la 0 Kk

You go by the way the char8QeMND& n o
dots and dashes. Train yoursBHEOSOUNL
Wh e n y 0 u -dittlakdairt o fi d i
I mmedi ately shouts

the ALanguage of Co

This is basically the-slfyjht method | used, along with attending code class, when | passe
Novice code test in 1969 (no online courses back then!) when | was 13. | was so captivat
by CW at that time, | achieved my Gekeleaanda-half later in 1971, pas#ied 3 wpnCWand
written exam®ut even though | was now licensed to use the microphone, | still used CW n
SSB. With all due respectghione operation (yes, | still operate phone andemjoyuch), on CV
was working maJeS. StatesabdX and havi ng mo mpneindd72,t wasacertif
by the ARRL in code proficiency at 35 WRMIF | CAN DO IT, YOU CAN.TGBISOLUTELY!

Again, everyone is unique and learns differently, of course.

Now, | etdés quickly examine the potentialll
approach learning CW properly and with a positsaychéver at t i t ude, you
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Howeve
I

after about 3 months, you ar
UP! f

r, i f
There are two possibilities i y ou

1) Your learning method might not siseg&ladvice from experienced CW operat
someone is helping you, see if they know someone with a different style o
using CW, who might be more attuned to how you learn. Again, we all le

2) You might simply lack confidenisds common! If you are copyingQB&sdut
don't feel your CW is up to par, you are almost certainly wrong!!! Get yc
bands, have a QSO or two, and even
oceanonce you get in, the waterds fi

ON THE AIR WITH CW

In years past when CW was required to a
ham license, it used to be taught to ensure
passed the3lor 20 WPM exams solely fo
purpose of gaining access to SSB on t
bands. This is rather a pitgW should b
taught to help people use it on the air. A
of you reading this will already have acces
without C\Wlhat's exactly how you should u
it.

Before you're ready to actually take the
and make your first CW contact, find place
you can copy CW repeatedly. Your
repeater is a good place to start as well as céatesidl. hear the same things over and over ag
you will now he@wV in a different way asagtwally listen to the signals through the radio, inste
trusty little oscillator you startedAvithd ! . . . . . . one of the best
CW contact with someone you do not know, is to ask one of the veteran CW operators in t
a fewpractice eair QS®with you. Most of them will be happy to help.

And just about the best way to get fteeaoncode practice copying is timilogthe W1AW co
practice rundV1AW was my mainstay when | was learningahd odli#ll going strolgu can fin
the W1AW code practice schadatey issue of QST, or on the ARRL Wweluditkingere W1AW
transmits its code practice runs simultaneously on all the nsmimbandter what time of day ol
time of year, you usually can find a frequency that will accommodate you with a good sic
This is one of the biggest learning aids that | laud the ARRMWftias been faithful with these
practice sessions for decades, and has helped thousands of amateurs in attaining their ab
You can also listen to W1AW on your computer any time you want and at different speeds k
.mp3 archive files from the ARRL wébsitéwww.arrl.org/cogwacticefiles.

I f youdbre randomly | i st-éayiwil gepeattheirtcéllggnsaover gr
again Find slower stations on the bands and copy whatdaniteaorry if you don't copy 1004
will repeat their names and locations at leabtloree. e 6s not hing | i ke |
to use it.
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Andé. . herebds the real BEAUTY of CW: The
meters long after the SSB portion of the band has closed, and all you hear are scratchy s
waves, youoll know what | me an!

ABUT 1 STl LL MAKE A LOT OF MI STAKES! o
DON6T WORRY ABOUT THI S AT ALLCW obpkratdrd understdng
it's like at the beginning. We've all been there, and wakallnsidtakes. Get you a tall, cold g
sweet tea, plop right back down in front of your rig, -aud thati@V QSO!

AHOW FAST DOABLEREEGEIRPYAVWD BET ON THE BANDS?
5 words per minute is fine to start with. If the other station is too fast for you, simply ask tt
PSE | AM A NEW CW OP", which is CW shol
OPERATORO. s{@QR&Il i ot hepRQease send sl owe

Al so, herebds a v
you get started on the air:

Start making your first CW contac
AFI STSo0 frequenc
some of t he fin
meet on the air. FISTS has been &
for quite some time now, and have
own website. Please, check this
out éit WI!: Ibttp://fibteeokg|

Anotheexcellent grotipat you could get started with and learn from is the Straight Key Centu
have events and activities t hat tail or
https://www.skccgroup.com/

Believe it or not, once you are on the air, your speed will improve dramatically and without
If you are making QSOs at 5 wpm, most people find their speed improves just by being on
fun until they hit the next plaaeawnd the 225 wpm mark.

This is for real, folks. I'm not making this up. It WILL happen and it works.

AND FI NALLYéeéeceé.

|l hope that this first i
stir a desire in you (as it did me draagesgo) that wi
propel you into becominguecessfuCW operator. Al
agai n, | candt stress t

Yes, CW has been around a long, long time. So has
States Constitution. Neither is obsolete. Stay calm, re
to those signals intently, and don't fear that first C
Once you clear that hurdle, the path to CW ham rac
be wde open for you.

Iknow!l 6ve experienced t ha
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CW Operators

Once again in 2024 , Bella Vista area Radio Club will be submitting
individual BVRC member CW Sweepstakes scores into a
cumulative club score entry for BVRC.

The annual ARRL Sweepstakes is the 2nd largest amateur radio

contest in North America (Field Day being the largest). It is so

large that the modes of CW and SSB have their own weekends of
operation. CW Sweepstakes takes place during the first full

weeken d in November, and CW Phone (SSB) occurs during the
third weekend in November.

All interested experienced operators are asked to participate in
the CW Sweepstakes and help BVRC submit a good club score.

| f you intend on operating t
per sonal score with BVRCOS
appreciated!  When you submit your score via the ARRL ¢
portal, simply list BVRC as your affiliated club.

The ARRL CW Sweepstakes will be held this year from:
2100 UTC Saturday, Nov. 2 80259 UTC Monday, Nov. 4.

If you are planning on operating the 202 4 ARRL CW Sweepstakes,
please contact Chuck & KM5G at: korzendorferc@gmail.com by
Oct. 15, s 0 that youdre callsign can
ARRL as a participating club member per the Sweepstakes
submission rules.

Thanks in advance for your help!




