Newsletter ofhe
i Bella Vista area Radio Club

ARKANSAS LARGEST AMATEUR RADIO CLUB

Tl




JULY 202 The SIGNAL

Monthly Meetings: F Thursdays @ 7 p.m.
Arkansas Law Enforcement Training Academy (ALE

3424 S. Downum Road, Springdale AR
(HAM 101 Workshop for Newcomers @ 6pm preceding meeting)

Club Calils: N5BVA / W5NX

(Repeater Nets) (Contesting & Special Events)

Repeaters: 147.255 +.600 khz offset, pl 162.2
444.100 + 5 mhz offset, pl 162.2

Website: www.bellavistaradioclub.org

WEEKLY NETS:

BVRC Leqgacy Net
Wednesdays @7 pm on the
BVRC HAM 101 Net BVRC Dual'Linked Repeaters:

Tuesdays @7 pmon the N5BVA/Bella Vista
WXS5NAS skywarn Link System: 147.255, +offset, pl 162.2

Bentonville U 146.865, -offset, pl 103.5 N5BVA/Springdale
Springdale (i 147.315, +offset, pl 97.4 444,100, +5 MHz, pl 162.2

Fayetteville U 147.315, +offset, pl 110.9 ‘ "‘1‘—* | [
Huntsville U 443.625, +5 MHz, pl 97.4 ) B > .

Green Forest Ui 145.310, -offset, pl BVRG3830Rolindtable
“SsundayfAfteinoon’s
4 pm during CST

~ 4:30 pm during CDT
3.830 MHz



http://www.bellavistaradioclub.org/
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NEHT BYRC
MONTHLY MEETINE

Thursday July 11, 2024 @ 7pm
Arkansas Law Enforcement Training Academy
3424 S. Downum Road
Springdale, AR

July Meeting Information

HAM 101 Workshop, 6pm preceding monthly méeBMRC newsletter editor D
Bantad K5DB will be on hand to speak on a very popular area of amai@
OHF mobile contesting operationo.
the years and traversed thousands of miles in doing so. Don will be sharing
has setup his HF mobile station to get the most enjoyment and ease of opera
it. He will speak on different types of mobile antennas and what has worked
him. He will also cover different grounding techniques for a mobile station.
also share on his planning techniques to successfully participabe mobile
categoy ofa contest and submit a good score.

| f youdre interested on doing some!
HF mobiling can providdum and exciting departure from the norm. Be sure an
us for HF mobiling!

BVRCIuly meeting, 7prd For our July meeting, Field Day Coordinator Tom No
OW5 XNA wi | | be hosting 02024 BVRC
recap all the | ogistics and high p
exciting time to hear tliest release of the resuft®m Tom. See you then!

~=JUST WHKEN THE
BAND GETS HOT, ALL
TUE RELATIVES DROP IN~~=
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BOARD  APPOINTED.
vemeers - (O Bl oFFICERS

President =~ g’ VE Testing Cotmittee -
Jan Hagan = WB5JAN Chair: Don Cooper = KC7DC

janhagan51@gmail.com don_c@riotmaik-cim

ce Presi o 18 ~~ " _Elmer 911 Committee
Jﬁcﬁoﬁrfﬂg\izt Il = - Chair: Vinson Carter — WV5C".
‘06 hott@dmail.com _vinsonearter@gmail.cor

Secretary ; " Nets Committee
Dana Hill - W5DGH . . Chair: Dana Widboom —KI5TGY

danahill1979@gmail:com -+ dowidboom@qgmail.cor

Treasurer . " Membership Committee
Mark Whittlesey - WOKYZ . : ‘Chair: Tom Northfell - W5XNA
almarc11@yahoo.com _ © wbxna@arrknet

Technical Officer 3 ;. " _Social Media Committee -
Tem Moore — NSKWL ~ - 1 Chair: Rebecca Garrett — N5REB-
temmoore@gmail.com . A rebdqarrett@qmall com

N5BVA Trustee - e WQbmastér .
Glenn Kilpatrick— WB5L  ° ' .. 'Glenn Kilpatrick = WB5L
wbSl@arrl.net : :  wb5SI@arrl.net

Board Member AtLargeand || ~ . - Newsletter Editor

Public Information Officer | Don Banta — K5DB
Tom Northfell — W5XNA P arsk5db@qmail.cqm

wbSxna@arrl.net

- P - -
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ATTENTION®®

Due to the BVRC reguladuly meeting date
falling on Independence Day, July 4,

at the same times for HAM Jlarid the regular
monthly meeting.

See yown 7/ 11

UPDATE ON K5YY EQUIPMEMNID8BALlt& the very fa
asking prices of S&F AYYi « k© s §{ k
newsletter issue, he has sold all but two items. Thes

" EQUIPMENT
CORNER _ -
z z are shown below, and the price of the remaining a

BiJY o SELL o TRAIS tuner has been reduced asv@&arid like to move it and

| speaker before moving. Again these items are price
and are in like new condition.

If interested iritherof the items contact San at:
sanfordhutson@agmail.com

JRC NVAS8 Console Speaker

Comes witbriginal user manual. Excellentt Outperforms onboard transceiver speakers. Gr¢
Cost new: $2500.00 Currently selling used dmayefrom $1ZD0.
Selling for $475.00 Selling for $50.00

1”4



mailto:sanfordhutson@gmail.com
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Field Day Histowy

il m Day Praparations
Hightighb-Junk’ Mo Mwmw

It was another SRO attendance by BVRC members for the June 8, 2024 meeting at ALETA
ourPresident Jan HagaWwB5 J AN termed it, it was nW5XN/
Day Coordinator Tom NonthéHXNA conducted both the HAM 101 Workshop and the main Ji

Tom first shared an excellent presentat.i
QSL Cardso.

This was an excellent topic for newcomers to the hobby, especially those that have, or are pl
totheGeneral or Amateur Eotaas licensend operate the HF bands. Tom pointedi auehdhoug
we are now living in the computer/digital age where electronic confirmations for contacts th
on the air can be acquirgdere are still many hams worldwide who do notrosi& esans f(
confirmationg.he only way you will get a confirmation from these statioaslisdyyy QSL Card.

Tom explained how to go about acquiring your own personal card to send to the other stat
different avenues and methods ydakeato send your card and receive cards from others, an
being the ARRL Outgoing QSL Service, the Online QSL Request Service, the incoming Q:
you so choose) how to send a QSL directly to the station you wish the confirmation from.

He then showed many QSLs that he has received to illustrate that QSL cards are still a vita




JULY 202 The SIGNAL PAGE/

For the main June meeting,
transitioned over to the main meeting
to review | ast ye
with slides depicting all the different a
of the biggest amateur radio event
year.

We have many, many new member
have not as yet had the opportunity to
a hamfest, special event station,
especially Field Day.

Tombébs presentati
opportunity for our newcomers to vie
happenings of a Field Day event, s
can get excited along with the rest of |
have participated in FD, and look forv
participating in

The SignaWill be featuring its anr
Special Field Day issue with the A
installment.

Tom T W5XNA

Themain highlight for the June meeting was when Tom presented Certificate of Completi
individuals who were present at the meeting, who completed the spring Technician License
passed their Technician license exam.

TERRIET NG T[Tt - —_—

BVRC Spnng Techn|C|an License Class recipients frm L to R: Terry Fltzgerald T
KJ5GIR, Ralph Singleton i KJ5GJJ, Charlotte Johnson 1 KJ5GLB, and Kris
Henderson 1 KJ5GIZ, along with instructor Tom Northfell T W5XNA.

THANKS TOM FOR YOUR GREAT PRESENTATIONS AND A GREAT JUNE EVENI
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. SEROMRTHERE
[EATHERRRESINEN

Bella Vista Radio Club has had several wonderful events for our members so far in 2024 w
several more to come before the end of the yearAmong the many classes, VE testing anc
other club activities, here are several highlights

Our BVRC Solar Eclipse Expediti on to Spadra Park in Clarksville had over twenty
members and guests camping out and visiting to experience the 2024 total solar eclip:
together while we activated a POTA entity and participated in a NASA HF propagatiol
study.

Our N5T Train Mobile Special Event Station  train ride from Springdale to Van Buren
and back featured a full BVRC train car of members who enjoyed a day of camaraderie a
special event station operation while viewing some pretty extraordinary scenery along th
way.

BVRC participated in the Arkansas QSO Party  with a team of members who worked a
multi-station operation at the fourcounty intersection at Beard's Bluff Campground a
Millwood Lake in the Texarkana area of the state.

Upcoming in the future, in September will bethe BVRC Special Event Station W5NX
operation from the highest point in Arkansas while camping at the Mount Magazine Camerc
Bluff campground. As with past events, this will be open to all BVRC members and gues
and promises to be a fun event.

Of course, ourYear End Banquet and Awards Celebration  at our ALETA meeting facility
in December will again be an event not to be missed, with lots of fun, food and festivitie
that will make for a special night.

As wonderful as these events were and will be, we just had our biggest BVRC event of t
year k BVRC Field Day 2024 ! It would be hard to top our past field day events but, | believe
this year Wls event had all t he iBesyes¢hd effective
propagation that enabled each operating stationto b e a t | ast year Ws
more volunteers, more visiting guests, more temperate weather, more activities, and moi
laughs per minute that combined to make our 2024 fielday weekend a record beater.Add
in the outstanding Saturday night dinner and Sunday morning breakfgsgt nd t hi s
day had it all!

Remember, BVRC is your club to enjoy and get involved in all the activities that the club h:
to offer. It has been our members who have made each of our exciting events this year

73Jan. WB5J/
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(( )) A Ham Radio Definitions
Quick Guide
for Newcomers
| f youdre new or still r e | @robablyedading, a

hearing on the air or in BVRC member discussion circles, all kinds of terms and

you havendét a cl

ue

as to what I S be

Here is a short lissofme of th@ain terms usby hanoperators to help you in beginn

decipheii h a m

73 - Best wishes and regards. A greeting sent by
radio amateurs over the air, either by SSB (phone),
CW (Morse code), or digital modes.

88 - Hugs and kisses. A greeting sent by radio
amateurs over the air (to a YL or XYL).

Aerial - An antenna.

AF - Audio frequency. A term which denotes the
signal only consists of frequencies which have audio
frequencies, i.e., below about 20,000 cycles.

AM - Amplitude modulation. A form of modulation
which varies the amplitude or intensity of the signal
to enable it to carry the audio or other information.

Antenna - The apparatus usually made of wire or
tubular aluminum which picks up or radiates radio
signals.

Antenna Tuning Unit (ATU) - A unit placed between
the antenna and transceiver. Its purpose is to
provide a good impedance match between the two
items and ensure the maximum amount of the signal
is transferred from the transmitter to the antenna or
from the antenna to the receiver.

Bandwidth - The amount frequency spectrum or
width that a signal requires.

Beam (or Yagi) - An antenna which is direction and
beams the power in a given direction. The most
common form of beam is a Yagi. Most television
antennas are Yagis.

Capacitor 6 Somet i mes ni cknanm
component which enables AC signals to be
passed through but blocks DC. They are also
used in power supplies to smooth the voltage.

| anguageo.

Communications receiver
describe a high quality radio receiver.
used for the short wave bands.

- Aterm normally used to
Often one

CQ - Ageneral call from a station wanting a contact.

I n essence it means oI S
anyone who would Iike to
CW - Continuous wave. A continuous radio

frequency signal. Often used to denote a Morse code
transmission because it carries no audio modulation.

D layer - Alayer ofioni zation in the ionosphere that
reflects absorbs signals, especially low frequency
signals.

Discone - A wide band antenna that is popular
especially with scanner enthusiasts. Its name is
derived from the fact one set of elements are in the
shape of a disc, and the others in the shape of a cone.

DX - Along distance signal.

E layer - A layer of ioni zation in the ionosphere
which reflects radio signals. The E-layer can come
in very handy in working long distances on VHF
frequencies when its characteristics are understood.

ES - GAnd & This abbreviation is widely used in CW
transmissions

FB - Fine Business. This abbreviation really means
ookdand itis normally usedin CW transmissions .
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Feedline - The cable (usually coax) used for
carrying radio frequency signals. It is the cable
used to connect a receiver, transmitter or
transceiver to the antenna.

FM - Frequency modulation. A form of
modulation where the frequency of the signal is
varied in line with the instantaneous voltage of
the audio signal.

GA - Good afternoon. (Abbreviation used in CW )
GE - Good evening. (Abbreviation used in CW )
GM - Good morning. ( Abbreviation used in CW )

Ground plane - A ground plane antenna is a
vertical antenna which is mounted above the
ground. It has wire or rod radial horizontal
elements from the base which form the electrical
plane that the signal the antenna generates is
reflected from and out to the ionosphere . The
radials are normally a quarter wavelength long.

Keyer - A non-manual, electronic key. These
items normally have a built -in or external
paddle. When one of the paddles is depressed, it
enerates dashes and when the other is
epressed, it generates dots. This enables CW
to be sent much faster than by hand using a
straight key.

Linear - An amplifier used to increase the
output power from a transmitter , resulting in a
stronger signal. It used for AM , SSB, CW, or
digital transmitters and must be linear to avoid
distortion of the signal.

OM: Old man - an abbreviation denoting a male
ham operator, also meaning driend 6 .

Packetradio - Aform of data transmission used
widely by radio amateurs which sends data in
short bursts or gpacketsaé

QSL card - A postcard sized card used to
confirm a contact or a report of a station that has
been heard. These cards can be exchanged
domestic or international hams . They are also
frequently sent out by short wave listener (SWL)
stations to confirm a reception report.

R - Roger, OK, I acknowledge. (Used in CW and
digital modes.)

Resistor - A component widely used in radios
and other electronic circuits. It resists the flow
of current in a circuit.

RTTY - o Ri t Rad.teletype. A form of
transmission which uses teleprinters  or
software program to print out the data which is
sent.

S Meter - A meter on a receiver or transceiver
which indicates the signal strength (hence the S)
of incoming signals. Itis normally marked in "S"
units from 1to 9 , and additional 10 -100db units.

Scanner - A radio receiver often used primarily
for VHF and UHF bands which can
automatically scan pre -programmed channels
and stop on a channel where a signal is detected.

Selectivity - The ability of a receiver to accept
signals on the wanted frequency and reject
nearby signals which are not wanted.

Sensitivity - The ability for a receiver to pick up
weak signals.

Shack - A radio room , originally a ship's radio
room, but now often used to describe a ham
operators home domicile station.

Single sideband 6 Al so abbrevi aA
mode of transmission derived from AM that
removes the carrier and one sideband. It is far
more effective than AM and is used for long
distance communications.  (Divided into LSB
(Lower Sideband, and USB Upper Sideband.)

Sporadic E - A layer of intense ioni zation which
occurs occasionally in the E-layer of the
ionosphere. It enables signals to be heard from
other countries when other forms of propagation
are not available. This especially occurs on VHF
frequencies.

SWR - Standing Wave Ratio. T he
measurement of a type of impedance mismatch
that can cause poor transmission efficiency.
Impedance mismatch may cause standing waves
along the transmission line. Standing wave
ratio is also known as voltage standing wave
ratio (VSWR).

TKS or TNX : dThanks ¢ . (Abbreviation used in
CW and sometimes on QSL cards .)

UTC - Universal Time Coordinated (also called
Coordinated Universal Time) The former term
for this was GMT (Greenwich Mean Time). The
time used by ham operators worldwide.

Vertical - A vertical antenna.

VFO - Variable frequency oscillator used in the
frequency conversion process. Usually the
largest control knob on a radio, enabling the
user to tune to (change) different frequencies.

VOX - Voice operated transmit . Instead of
pressing the mic button
To Tal ko with VOXWHeh ,the operator
speaks into the mic, the transmitter detects the
audio and changes from receive to transmit
electronically without having to press the mic
button. (0Voxé is the Latin

Wavelength - The length of a radio wave

normally expressed in met ers.
XYL - Wife, OExtr a

or Young

YL - Young lady, or unmarried female operator.
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BIVIRCRGENERAINCGENSERCIFASIS

RIGHINARCUNDEIHERCORNERT
SIGNZURRTIODIANA!

The Bella Vista area Radio Club General License Class is onlywaatcugiehyf
Enroliment is now open !

BVRC GENERAL License Class

(If you recently passed your Technician exam and wish to upgrade, this class is fo) y

Note: You must already hold a current and valid Technician Class amateur radio
license to enroll in this class.

CLASS DATESaturday & Sunday, Jui§4land Saturdays&ndayjuly 221, 2024

CLASS LOCATION:
Arlansad_-aw EnforcemenaifiimgAcademyALETA) : ﬁ
3424 S. Downum Road 55’:3["[“[0[1\3
Springdale, AR 72762 S
CLASS SCHEDULE: '
4 classes on 2 weekends:
9:00ani 12:00pm Morning Session

12:00prih 12:30pm Lunch Break
12:30prii 3:30pm Afternoon Session

COST:The class is free, but you will need the accompanying license manual. (Norral
You can order froARRL.MAIN TRADING HAM RADIO OUTLH®rder now! Yowoeedto
have your manual hand no later than one week fronbgnning of thérst class.)

TESTINGA special General exam test session will be given at the endbtthssJuly
INSTRUCTORVRGast president and BVRC webn@ster KilpatrickVB5L

ENROLLMENTThe enrollment period of this class is now open! To complete the enro
clicKBIE® When the page opens, scroll down to view and complete the form.

FOR ANY QUESTIONS OR
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
Contact GlenA WB5L at:
wb5bl@arrl.net



https://home.arrl.org/action/Store/Product-Details/productId/2015951532
https://www.mtcradio.com/gordon-west-general-class-study-manual-11th-edition-2023-2027/
https://www.hamradio.com/detail.cfm?pid=H0-018437
https://bellavistaradioclub.org/classroom-instruction/
mailto:wb5l@arrl.net
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h h ,‘l ‘ i ‘, 1 |
You a | khﬁ\@#) write like

Wherefore art

thou? QRZed Xfii1f2r)] #aCfiin
Romeo? order to write an article for T
Signal.--- In fact, we prefearticles
tfgelrg# qgqeb#
atefi pq¥-#o¢Cqgf

Working on a new kit or homebrew project? H_‘a‘f.
recently received a rare or interesting QSL
to share?Received a new radio award? Or,
, have a cool photo (ham radio related) or &
What oscillation 0 " comments to share with other club members?
from the balcony you have acquired a new piece of equipmeé
transmits? It is = % oY = = 2 .
the east and = . constructed a new antenna! Taken a trip foc
Julietis 59plus... A | around ham radio to share an amateur radio re
| . > | experience? Why not write an article for The S
‘Ueb#Aoqf‘ib#‘Ak# b#pel oq#l o#i | kd- #pf
looking for material for the BVRC newsletter and feedback from our readers gq
* way toward keeping the newsletter interesting. So why not give it tig?améiticle an¢
pbka#f g#ql #qeb#kbt pi bggbo#bafqgl o- #” ki
- contribution helps support BVRC and our hobby! Articles can be submitted electrc
. on paper, whichever way you feel most comfastiioleSend pictures, too! -=g

As The Signal editor, | particularly look forward to putting a new issue together
have material submitted by our club members. Hope to hear from you soon & 7
,’ in!) I

8

Submit your material to:

Via email: arsksdb@gmail.com

Via regular mail: Don Banta, K5S5DB
3407 Diana St.
Sprmgdale AR 727

AL B



mailto:arsk5db@gmail.com
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NCVEC Releases
2024 - 2028
Amateur Extra Class

Question Pool

The National Conference of Volunteer Examiner Coordinators
(NCVEC) Question Pool Committee has released the 2024-2028
Amateur Extra Class question pool into the public domain. It is
available as a WORD document or PDFE. The graphic required for
the new General question pool is available within the documents, or

separately as PDF or JPG files.
The new 202 4 6 202 8 guestion pool is effective
July 1, 202 4 6 June 30,202 8

ABOUT THE NEW
AMATEUR EXTRA EXAM

y checked accuracy for technical accure
Jio practices, syntax, grammatr, style, for
and between the pools.

guestions were created, and 101 questic

lon of the number of questions from 622

led.
1S resulted in improved wording, with

If you are planning to take the Amateur Extra exam in 2@24, be
advised I f youdbre wusi nvylllrteelrdmtake
the exam before June 30, 202 Otherwise, if you take the exam ¢
July 1 or after, you will have studied the current question pool but \
be faced with the new questions from the new 2@287 pool. This
could cause problems for you when taking the test. If you plan to
aftelr July 1, you will need to study the questions in the new ques
pool.



http://www.ncvec.org/
https://www.ncvec.org/index.php/2024-2028-extra-class-question-pool-release
https://ncvec.org/downloads/2024-2028%20Extra%20Class%20Question%20Pool%20and%20Syllabus%20Public%20Release%20with%20Errata%20January%2031%202024.pdf
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BVRC VE REPORT

FROM DON ClilJPER — KC7DC
BVRC VE COORDINATOR
JUNE 8, 2024

Congraiuléiions!

Daniel Hayes 0 Call pending 6 Farmington o New Technician!

Charles Watts 0 KFGQWK o Powell, MO & New Technician!
Ryan Faber 6 KJ5S5GUH o Bentonville o New Tech icjan!
Jerry Bell 6 KD5UHF o6 Bentonville o New General!
Curt Porter 0 KK5HNX & Farmington o New General!

Ralph Singleton 6 KJ5GJJ 0 Prairie Grove 0 New Amateur Extra!

Next mont hés test sess/ions
QJuly13 ,10am 0 Shiloh Museum, 118 W. Johnson Ave,
Springdale

oJuly13 ,2pm J Concordia Retirement Facility ]

1 Concordia Drive, Bella Vista This Is for the July session ONLY.
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BVRC GROUP PARTICIPATES
IN ARKANSAS QSO PARTY
FOR FIRST TIME
WITH NEW CONTESTING
CLUB CALL WSNX

By Don QK5DB

A small group o f S 0me -tgpk

operators traveled to Millwood Lake near Ashdown, ARon

May 18t o partici pate in this White Cliffs

Party. This location (to my knowledge) is the only location

in the state where not two, not three, but four county lines |

intersect. The 4 counties activated by the group were & e

Hempstead, Howard, Little River, and Sevier. | LA
: ,

BVRC has now activated the W

event callsign, W5NX, for the ARRL November i

Sweepstakes contest and, after receiving permission from

callsign trustee Jay-W5JAY, we were very excited to do

the same for the 2024 Arkansas QSO Party. W5NX will also %

be used this coming September for a Special Event Station

from the highest point in Arkansas 1T Mount Magazine.

(More info on that operation in future issues of The

Signal...join us on September 14-15!) It was also used in

the recent 2024 Field Day.

The operators included two of our club officers, President
Jan Hagani WB5JAN and Secretary Dana Hili W5DGH, m
along with Robert Hill i K5NZV, Vinson Carteri WV5C, and DonBanta i K5DB.

The scoring system inthe Arkansas QSO Party consists of receiving points for each
contact made, then multiplying those points times the number of Arkansas
counties worked during the event. i The more counties you work, the much
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higher score you can attain. Hence, since we were on a quad-county
line and activating 4 counties at once, each QSO that stations made with us
received not only 4 contacts at once, they also received 4 multipliers at once.
Likewise, we were able to log 4 contacts simultaneously on our end of the QSO as
well.

We used two stations i SSB and CW. The SSB
station consisted ©e991At
while the CW station ran a Yaesu FT-450D. The

antennas were two Windom Off Center Fed

Dipoles. The operating location was at the

Millwood Lake overlook pavilion, which s

surrounded by those wonderful, TALL pines of

lower Arkansas. We were able to hang each

antenna at around 70-8 0 6 .

The weather was ideal for the event i sunny
skies and daytime temps in the upper 80s. We
al so got our moneyos

repellent we brought along to ward -off the
kingdom of gnats and mosquitoes we invaded.

- : : We also got to see a gator!
Tohre =SS BEssat @ tiiikioing<id apA

Our efforts in traveling to southwest Arkansas were rewarded very well as
propagation was in fair to good shape. i We made 1,596 phone QSOs and 540 on
CW. We worked 44 out of 50 states, 5 Canadian provinces, and 6 DX countries. We
were especially excited to be able to work some of the folks back home in NW
Arkansas during the event! Most of those contacts were able to be made on 40
meters later in the day.

Please enjoy the photos on the following pages to view our fun and gratifying portable
operation, courtesy WV5C, \
K5NZV, and WB5JAN.

Our portable station
setup was located at the
Millwood Lake Overlook pavilion.
SSB station on the left,
CW station on the right.
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Robert i K5NZV makes a
W5NX QSO at the CW station

Jan T WB5JAN takes his turn
with logging duties, while
Vinson i WV5C makes
another station happy
with a 4 -county contact
on the SSB station
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the SSB station
with Don -K5DB on CW
in the background  of top photo

Beautiful sunset
on Millwood Lake

. During the waning
= hours of the 2024 ARQP,
~ Jan and Dana enjoy a
. breathtaking sunset
while keeping pace with
the pileups on SSB.
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Welcome
New BVRC
Members!

Daniel Hayes; Call pending; Farmington
Ryan Faber; KIJISGUH; Bentonville
Charles Watts; KFGQWK Powell, MO
Mark Hulger ; Bella Vista
James Walls] Siloam Springs
Jonathan Pinto } Pea Ridge
Mark Huber | Bella Vista

Radio..
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Double your range

A COUNTERPOISE
FOR YOUR HANDHELD

By John Schod¥i7T

5eb “lrkgbomlfpb Epljb
5~fi @E f p aqmemmb Sydténifov radiof
transmitters where a good eartiroundconnection
cannot be constructed. In this application, it
simply a 19inch length of common wire attached
the ground of your hartkld transceiver antenn:
terminal.

In theabovephoto, it isattached to a ring termine
with sufficient diameter to fit under the antenr
Alternatively, it can also be stripped of insulation ¢
simply be wrapped around the antenna base, as |
as it makes a good electrical contact.

It is very effective in extending the range o
handheldtransceiver in that it provides the 'missir
half of the dipole antenna for 2m or 70cm operati
In order to keep antennas short and managea
radio manufacturers coil the antenna wire intc
rubber covered spritghalf the antenna. Th
transceiver body is the other half but is not v
effective from an RF perspectivéhose little rubber
antennas can have a very high SWR, power refle
back to your radio rather than radiating odthe
counterpoise left hanging straight down beside
radio on receive and transmit provides a much m
efficient solution.  Try it with a weak stati@rYou
WILLnotice the difference.

Spot the
International §nace Station

For those interested in an emaill
notification of when the ISS will

be visible you ca
website using this link
https://spotthestation.nasa.gov/
signup.cfm  Just pick a "blue
pointer" that is closest to your
location instructions. This
service will only notify you of

1 good] sighting -c

that is, sightings that are high
enough in the sky (40 degrees or
more) and last long enough to
give you the best view of the
orbiting laboratory.



https://spotthestation.nasa.gov/signup.cfm
https://spotthestation.nasa.gov/signup.cfm
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| CONTESTING
' TIPS

If you operated in the BVRC 2024 Field Day just,canclagedow warragdfor the majol
amateur radio contest seaisatwill be startingp in just a few months in Octtfbgou enjo
contesting, then be-potive withthd® i ps bel ow s o t Wwhetiheeyeots ¥
areplanning to participate in roll around!

1. SCHEDULE YOUR CONBITESiESIly great thing about contesting is they are regularly
2. CREATE A CONTESd @@Alare good and help motivate you while participating.

3. CONTEST ON YOURJERMSt for and be motivated by your rBlas@veryone is out to
the contest; it could be you want to learn a new mode, work toward an award, etc.

4. HAVE AN OPERATING RBAINg a plan provides you guidance for the contest and a
compare against reality in the midst of battle.

5.TEST EQUIPMENT BEFORE THEYZONOERZINt yequipmerb work, right?ake sure yo
station is in good working order. The last thing you want is a component failing right ir
event that youdbve been planning for moi

6. UPDATE MULTIPLIER dF&floading the latesb f t war e ver si on
participatingmnsur es you wondt miss a juicy mt

7. STUDY THE CONTESTORULESH d b e s ur pr iopesatord dvenwexperienc
contestersThey get points deducted or possibly even their entire log entry dismissed bec
to know the contest rules.

8. WORK A CONTEST ONE MONTH BEREBRENHESTThe sun rotates once a mont
days)éso work a contest the month befo
you really want to concentrate on later.

9. TEST ERGONOMER8Ng in a chawhilecontesbperating long while will test how well
station is laid out for operating.
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10. COMPETE WITH A PARTNER contest with someone in your club (together or at yo
stations)Di scuss what worked and what didnot

11. REVIENMERIODICAEGR CONTEST DXPEMTHMNG people travel for contests. Mal
you take a look at the list from your favorite haublreation(s).

12. HAVE A PROPAGATIONRy#daticsoftwar@rograms can suggest dnadsvill be opel
when an@hereHaving a propagation plapande you wilguide while contesting.

13. ULTRMPORTANT: ACCURATE LOGGIMEst is about working staramdogging the
accurateyA f you dondt, you get penalized.

14. SEND IN YOURAM®Ge n i f you didndt wor k many
your log to help enable log cheékidgyou never know...you might still win an award!

15. LotW (Logbook of the VBdkld)nt t o r educ e y o u rSub@ibyous liog
Logbook of The World for instant confirmatioyenfdtly@people you contact also use LotV

16. REVIEAWYJU B M@ NIQUEALLSIGNBUSTED CONTACTS, & NOT INSTHE &QG
log is viewed for accuracy.

17. HAVE A QSL SY&HEM if you use Logbook of the World, contesters get a lot of QSL
Have a system for processing them.

18. USEAGREY LINB®BAR Y | i ne pr op a davingaoiaual represéntaie
where the grey line is right now can help you point your antennas the right way.

19. LEARN A SINGLE BAMNiNt to learn propagation on a band fast? Participate in a c
single band. Youodl I | ear n.

20. PERFORM A RGINTEST REVEMI you achieve your goal, what went right, what
improvedRecord the results for the next contest.

21.IF POSSIBLE, JOIN A CONTESTWgLPBour contesting knowledge and motivation.
22LEARN FROM C ONHReggselolit Mh&e. PhRy@é&nS$each you a lot.

23.LEVERAGE YOUR STREXEEIHEW, SSB, or PSK operator? Great antennas? W
strength, leverage it for the contest.

24.FINDJOYINCONTESTING s t her e. You know it. Go
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How to Get DXCC and
other Q50 Confirmations

By Dorg K5DB

This is a lengthy article, but for those who haveade,or may
make working DX countries, states, and/or grid squares
personal passion and enjoyment, it should provide you witl
goodstartin the area of awardsconfirmations
For decades, thousands of radio amateurs worldwide have pursued the ARRL DX Century Club
award and its endorsements. Club wise, BVRC has many new General and Amateur Extra class
licensees who have joined the ranks in Lthasing y and acquiring th is most prestigious award in
amateur radio .

To obtain the award you must not only work, but confirm each QSO (contact) that you wish to
submit to ARRL for either a new DXCC entity, endorsement, or DXCC Challenge points. This is

also true for any of the other ARRL awards: Worked All States, Worked All Continents, 5-Band
Worked All States, 5 -Band Worked All Continents, and VUCC (VHF/UHF Century Club).  For your
first DXCC award, you will have to work and confirm 100 DXCC entities (countries), hence the
name @Qé&ry Cl ubuy.

YouUl I need to prepamengbuamelht fof bhookkeeping
keeping-up wi th your DXCC record, but thatUs part o

Now, 100 countries may sound | i ke a | ot, but it
acquired DXCC or are getting close to it.

When you do acquire your first DXCC award, it will look like this:

Afterward, you can if you wish (as MANY of
us have), make a lifelong pursuit in adding

to, and improving, your DXCC record U
which is permanently kept in the ARRL
DXCC database U by acquiring additional
endorsement stickers to your award for
working and confirming additional entities
from the DXCC list. You then affix these
endorsement award stickers to your
original award.

The American Radio. Relay League, Inc.

DX CENTURY CLUB

This Certifies that
Don Banta KSDB

n Radio Relay League showing two-way
ll ast one hundred different countries.
e and attests to membership in the

Has this day submitted evidence to the Am
communicalion with oih amateur statio

This certificate recognizes outstandi gpef rmancs
DX Century Club.

<= #37,340

November 21, 2000

The endorsement stickers are issued as
additional DXCC credits. For the Mixed,
Phone, CW, Digital, 40, 30, 20, 17, 15, 12

I5G oxccp{c’_c"ﬁgﬂ Pl Dxcclf’%c ’ and 10 -Meter DXCC award , the stickers are
3 3 4 5‘ """ provided in exact multiples of 50 ( i.e., 100,

- iz 22 300 | 305 | 315 |
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150, 200, 250) between 100 and 250 DXCC credits. Then in multiples of 25 between 250 and
300, and in multiples of 5 above 300 DXCC credits.

The endorsement stickers for the other bands (160, 80, 6, 2, etc.) are issued in a different format.
See the full information on endorsement stickers in the DXCC section of the ARRL website.)

The endorsement stickers look like this:

Ry :rmmm-eﬂ-—ww S S T AV AT

For the full information on the DXCC award rules, endorsements, entities list criteria, and other
information, click here

For the list of the current 340 DXCC entities, click here

| have provided just a small bit of information on the basic workings of the award, which brings
us up to the topic of this article U QSO CONFIRMATIONS.

To acquire any of the DXCC awards for band(s), mode(s), Five -Band DXCC and Five -Band Worked
All States (and medallions that are awarded for acquiring DXCC on additional bands), etc., and

as we have stated before, you must not only work the entities you are needing, YOU MUST
CONFIRM THEM .

Confirming DXCC entities can become challenging and tedious at times but again this, along with
those bookkeeping duties, it is part of the fun in participating in the DXCC program and chasing
those DX entities, especially (of course) the rare ones.

So U You have worked an entity that you need and you know that they are in your log and you
are in theirs. Now, what do you do to get this QSO (and many others you will have as well)
confirmed so that you can submit it to ARRL for award verification and credit?

There are two types of QSO confirmations: Electronic and QSL card.

STEPS IN ACQUIRING ELECTRONIC CONFIRMATIONS @
y The first step in making yourself available to obtain electronic confirmations is to open
an account in ARRLUs Logbook of the World (L
to do this here If the information seems confusing for you, you can contact any of our
club members who are DXCC oriented and they will be happy to assist you. (There is a lot
of information on Lot W, b ud open arldascoumtcanduyet startgd. p r
Just read through the instructions and you should be good -to-go.)

y While you are working on getting your LotW account opened, you will also need to choose
a computer logging software program to use (one that generates whi
file) if you have not done so as yet. Some of the more popular programs are:



https://www.arrl.org/dxcc-rules
https://www.arrl.org/files/file/DXCC/2022_March_DXCC_Current.pdf
https://lotw.arrl.org/lotw-help/getting-started/
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i HAM RADIO DELUXE (https://www.hamradiodeluxe.com/features/logbook/ ) U Thisis
an excellent logging program with many features, however there is a $99.95 fee for the
initial sign -up and download, plus a $49.95 annual renewal fee. Itis, however, jam -packed

with many outstanding features that can be valuable to the DXer.

i N3FJP A MATEUR CONTACT LOG (https://www.n3fjp.com/ ) U ACL can be obtained for a
one-time/lifetime fee of $39.95. It also contains many, many features that Scott Davis -
N3FJP developed in 1997 and is still going strong. Scott and his son continue to make
refinements and upgrades (all upgrades are free for lif e). If you also want to purchase
ScottUs contest | ogging package, which cover
QSO parties, etc., you can purchase Amateur Contact Log plus the contests package for an
additional $20, making your total purchase $5 9.95, also a one -time/lifetime fee.

i DX LAB SUITE (https://dxlabsuite.com/ ) U This software has been around for over 15
years and is constantly being refined and improved. DXLAB is a suite of 8 different
interoperating programs that you can install on your computer in any order. When you

have multiple applications running, each sen
interoperate to support you r DXing activities. This suite is quite remarkable. It has just

about every feature imaginable to help your DXing be exciting and bookkeeping easy and
accurate. The best part about DX LAB is..... Il TUS FREE.

(As with getting setup for LotW, if you need any help with the logging programs, just let one of
our club DX enthusiasts know and we will be happy to assist you.)

1 Atfter installing and getting used to using wh ichever software logging program you
have chosen and after getting your LotW account setup, you are now ready to
start Yt al ki ngy Word alnalg lad slo dfavtehe t ,heaningk

that you will begin to upload and download your log information . This will enable
you to keep track of your progress toward whichever DXCC award or endorsement
interests you and confirm your QSOs electronically. (LotwW will also track your

progress for Worked -All-States and VUCC awards as well. You can use the database
to keep up with these other a wards for you in the settings of your LotW account.)

UPLOADING QSOs TO Logbook of the World:
The first thing you need to do is create a folder on your hard drive for transferring your logbook

y There are two ways to upload your new QSOs to LotW:
oUse the LotW website using the UYou(hisiBcc
where that ADIF file comesin) , or
0 Upload to LotW directly from your logging program

You will probably conclude (as most of us who pursue DX and other awards) uploading directly
from your logging program is the easiest and quickest method. This is not hard and only take a
few mouse clicks.
y First, find the tab in your logging program for LotW. This will either be wund
or YelLogsy tab, o rdowm engnu. b(8ee illustratzon, dext pgge.)



https://www.hamradiodeluxe.com/features/logbook/
https://www.n3fjp.com/
https://dxlabsuite.com/
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Search Awards | eLogs | Recall Net View

Time _EQSL cy M 4_
2024 23:00 LoTW <€— 8 S
2024 22:16 QRZ Logbook C
2024 22:12 20 S
1 After finding this option, itis simply a matter of clicking it and following the prompts from

that point.

1 After uploading your new QSOs, in very basic terms this is how you obtain an electronic
confirmation on Logbook of the World: Whenever your upload your QSO (or QSOSs) to LotW
and the station (s) you worked also uploads their QSO with you, LotW will match the QSO(s)
and you will receive instant confirmation for that QSO. This electronic confirmation in LotW
is called a UQSLUy, but It i s NOT referring
confir mations in just a moment. ( The ham tQ8Ly nactudlly means UYart
acknowl edgementy, so i n usi ng eldctoohicVacknbwleslgemantg n
You can check your confirmed and unconfirmed QSOs in your LotW account:

| f t he s t(cauntry)doesonst
appear here, these arenconfirmed
QSOs only. They are still awaiting
confirmation from the other station.

K5DB - UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

| Call sign| Worked | Date/Time Band Mode| Freq | QSL

— | Details KSDB | JS6SCO | 2024-04-24 10:11:30 | 20M | FT8 14.07516

Details KSDB | YB2MBO | 2024-04-24 10:10:15 20M | FT8 |14.07516 |

Details [KSDB | JHAPNG |2024-04-24 10:08:45| 20M ' FT8 ' 14.07516 | JAPAN —

A4

Details | K5DB | JAOHXV | 2024-04-24 10:07:15| 20M | FT8 |14.07516 JAPAN

Details KSDB  |C21TS | 2024-04-24 09:56:30 40M | FT8 | 7.07502 NAURU

Details K5DB | R3MBV | 2024-04-24 03:55:30| 17M| FT8 | 18.10112 EUROPEAN RUSSIA .
Details KSDB |UNBT | 2024-04-24 03:54:15| 17M | FT8 | 18.10112 KAZAKHSTAN | «—
Details | K5DB | JHBWGT | 2024-04-24 03:53:30| 17M | FT8 | 18.10112| JAPAN

Details KSDB | VE6KZ | 2024-04-24 03:52:45 17M | FT8 | 18.10112 CANADA

Details K5DB  |K6DDS | 2024-04-24 03:50:45 17M | FT8 | 18.10112 UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
Details KSDB | RCOAT | 2024-04-24 03:50:00 17M | FT8 | 18.10112 ASIATIC RUSSIA —
Details K5DB | RK3DSW | 2024-04-24 03:49:47| 17M | FT8 | 18.10112

Details [ KSDB |AG700 |2024-04-24 03:48:30| 17M  FT8 | 18.10112|

vy

By clicking 0D I'f the stat sherd
you the g_etﬁ'_ls ofhtha'artlculzlir this means that the other station
QSO (which is what you uploade} | a5 yploaded their end of the QS

(o Lotw f_rom your log, and andthis is a QSL (confirmation).
showing when t

(confirmed by LotW).
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As isillustrated on the previous page,y  ou can access your Logbook of the World account
and view your QSOs (unconfirmed contacts in which you have uploaded your QSO
information to LotW, but the other station has not as yet) and your QSLs (a confirmed
contact in which both you and the other stati on have uploaded the QSO information
and it has been confirmed by LotW). After viewing your QSOs and QSLs you will want
to download them to your | ogbook, so that
good to have your log match  LotW.)

Electronic confirmations are by far the most economical way to obtain a QSO
confirmation in that LotW is free to use for that purpose. Remember, however, when

you get ready to apply for and be credited with and awarded a DXCC award or
endorsement, you will then have to pay the appropriate award fee(s). A Iso remember
you MUST be an ARRL member to apply for and receive DXCC awards and endorsements

(and other ARRL operating awards).

Most electronic confirmations remove the burden of having to snail mail a QSL card and
SAE (Self Addressed Envelope) to the DX station which currently costs $1.60 for an air

y

mai | (USPS L"JFgrever Gl obal U) st amp-5USDifours turim a
postage. YouUre also running the risk of s

in some countries illegally opening your e

r

and trashing the QSL card (they know what a

Notice the first word in the purNetalesttions gouwakr a

will freely upload their half of the QSO you had with them to LotW. Some of them will

require you to submit a fee to confirm your QSO with them, most of these type st ations
being DXpeditions. The reason for the fee is to cover the postage expenses for the
DXpedition . (The overall cost with some major DXpeditions runs upwards toward
$750,000.) Do not be disheartened at this, beca
get a confirmation was to exchange hard copy QSL cards in which you had to pay the
postage both ways and also include a self -addressed envelope (the international post

of fi ces wer emided baclsthen, b that has drastically changed over the
decades). In other words, if a particular station you work requires a payment of some

kind to confirm  your QSO with them, or they are NOT a Logbook of the World user (some
still are not), youUll have to pay tothet dn
of the beast U.

If you choose to pay for the confirmation, the easiest way to see which payment method

the station wishes isto go  to their QRZ.com page and look in the remarks section or
on their yYDetailsy tab. Normally, they wi
for QSO confirmation. (DXpeditions sometimes also have their own websites with this
information.)  The most popular method in submitting payment for a QSL request is
through a system known as the OQRS (Online QSL Request Service), which can be found

on the ClubLog website:  https://clublog.org/loginform.ph . You will need to open
an account there :

‘% C LU B LU G Setlings OQRS Donate Expeditions | Livestreams

[“YourLog | Login To Club Log

DXCC Charts VLo-gln Form

Satefiite Charts Email or calssgn: |

Timednes Password
Gnd Squares

QSL Charts

Zooe Charts If you have registered a Club Log account but cannot remember your
password, please cick here 1o resel your password
Log Inspector

Log Matching

L



https://clublog.org/loginform.php
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ClubLog is a great website and tool to help you with your DX pursuits. Not only can you

use it

to pay fees for electronic confirmations if required by the station you are needing to confirm, but
it also has many other features to help you with your DX bookkeeping.

After you get your account opened, a Ugim additiorjtb o
uploading your new QSOs to Logbook of the World U also upload those new QSOs to Club Log
This isnUt hard at all and takes only a few mou

You can either manually upload your QSOs, or you can upload them directly from your logging
program , the same as LotW (most good logging programs have this feature). If you wish to
upload from your logging program, find the tab for Club Log, click it, and follow the prompts
from that point.

Search Awards  elLogs | Recall Net View —_

Time | eQSL cy M

2024 23:00 LoTW 8 S

P024 22:16 QRZ Logbook C

2024 22:12 20 S
| personally prefer to upload my QSOs to Club Log manually , the reason being with my PC,
much faster than uploading them from the logging program. If you end -up with that same
preference, her eUs h o (butysewhiclieeer method is the best fotyaly e asy
The first thing you need to do is create a folder on your hard drive for transferring your logbook
information to Club Log. I named my folder UCL
placed it under UMy Document suy.
You then go to your logging program
and create a file called an ADIF file, by finding the
UExport Filey option in your |l oggilng software.

The option will either be a tab or drop -down menu choice .
Click this option and follow the prompts in which you

will choose where to put the file and the name you want

to give it (I use my callsign and the date | am exporting

the file to my transfer folder as shown above) .




