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In Memoriam

Alan Katz

KEAQFO

It is with very deep regret that we report the passing of one of BVRC'’s
most revered and valuable members, Alan Katz - KEGQFO. Alan
became a Silent Key in December 2023 while visiting friends out west.

When it came to the “behind the scenes” duties for the club — whether
it be greeting and checking-in club meeting attendees, furnishing
baked snacks and helping with equipment set-up/take-down at club
meetings, helping set-up equipment and grilling our meals for Field
Day, assisting with the annual Christmas banquet preparations, and
anything he was asked to help with - Alan was stellar......he was
always there. He was very active with weekly club nets - always
cordial, positive, and uplifting.

Alan was the recipient of the first ‘BVRC Volunteer of the Year’ award
in 2022. It could not have been awarded to a more appropriate
individual. He also proudly served his country as a U.S. Marine. We
will forever remember Alan in our hearts and his absence will be
noticed. RIP Alan.
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BVRC Welcomes
Special Guest Speaker

HATS W
On End Walf Wave

At 2024 Inaugural Meeting

The 2024 BVRC radio year launched with a great January program on Thursday the 4™, as world renown
author, lecturer, instructor, and avid amateur operator Ward Silver - NOAX graced the 65" TV screens at the
ALETA facility, appearing virtually. In no way, however, did the virtual program deter the attendance or lessen
the excitement of the evening. It was almost SRO as members and guests absorbed and enjoyed the
wonderful presentation from Ward. Ward came to us from his home in the St. Louis area via video hookup.

Probably the most popular wire antenna that is recently being constructed and used in the ham radio world is
the End-Fed Half Wave (EFHW) antenna. Due to its large popularity, Ward chose this antenna as his topic
for the evening.

Ward said the first wire antenna was a dipole (“di” meaning two antenna legs separated by an insulator and
‘pole” meaning polarity of which there are two — positive and negative — hence the term “dipole”) invented and
used between 1885-1889 by Heinrich Hertz. Since that time there have been myriads of variations of the
dipole developed, tested, and used by hams worldwide for generations. The EFHW is one such (and recent)
example of those variations of wire antennas.

Ward then discussed the dipole antenna topics of harmonic operation, Off-Center Fed Dipoles (OCFD), Bobtail
Curtains, Half Squares, and Bi-Squares.
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Ward spoke on the characteristics of the EFHW,
the high impedance points of the antenna being
affected by capacitance, and a reminder that you
are dealing with high voltages with this antenna.

He said that the first EFHW antenna was
nicknamed the “Zepp”, as this is the type of
antenna that was used for communications
aboard the Zeppelin airships of the 1930s and

40s.

An interesting point that Ward brought out is that
End-Fed Half Waves, Off-Center Fed Dipoles,

Ward Silver — NOAX in an interview
with Tim Duffy — K3LR of DX Engineering

and half wave dipoles are all basically the same antenna — the only difference in them is the feedpoint. He said
these three antennas all have their pros and cons, the cons being transformer loss, feedline loss, requiring a
number of supports, and/or weight. He said it is an antenna system of choice for the operator.

a End-Fe aif-Wave - NOAX
l‘;i;"“;;"“”""l""l"“"l"l”"ll"H””""Hl"M"”l””"

Ward then progressed to the
feeding of the EFHW and

T

Primary 2 Turns

« Steve Dick, KIRF design
. Toroid ferrite core (Type 43)
« 2 primary turns, 14 secondary turns

« Capacitor compensates for winding
inductance af upper HF

« Primary turns fwisted with secondary
for good coupling

Feeding the End 49:1 Transformer

Secondary 14 turns (Total tuns)

how to build your own
o Ml transformer  (balun) to
e ‘1\1\\,' WAl acquire  the best SWR.

e Optimally, the best balun to
use isa49:1. The best ferrite
toroid to use for the transfor-
mer would be a Mix-43
toroid.

A homebrew 49:1 balun

Ward concluded the evening with the sub-topic of counterpoises, and
asked the question, “What is a counterpoise, anyway?” He said many
things can be called a counterpoise — wires, screens, radials, etc.

What does a counterpoise do? - It lowers the impedance at the
feedpoint, it couples the antenna to ground, and it completes the
antenna. The last definition is a critical part of an EFHW antenna.

In an EFHW, the counterpoise lowers and stabilizes the feedpoint
impedance. Ward then showed a graphic on how to make a
counterpoise and where to attach it and an RF choke on an EFHW.

We thank Ward so very much for his outstanding presentation on the
End-Fed and advised him that he’s welcome for a virtual return visit to
BVRC anytime!
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Monthly Club Meetings:
e Ham 101 Workshops
e Feature Presentations

Monthly Amateur Radio License Testing Opportunities:
e Bella Vista Public Library
e The Shiloh Museum of Ozark History — Springdale

On-air Focused Weekly Nets:
e Tuesday 7:00 pm Ham 101 Net
e Wednesday 7:00 pm BVRC Legacy Club Net
e Sunday 4:00 pm BVRC Roundtable

Amateur License and Training Classes:
e Novice License Training Weekend — February 3rd and 10th
e General License Training Class — TBA
e BVRC CW Academy — Begins April 1%

Annual BVRC Signature Events:
® ARRL Single Sideband Rookie Roundup — April 21st
e ARRL Arkansas QSO Party — May 18th
e ARRL Nationwide Field Day —June 22nd and 23rd
e BVRC Annual CW Roundup — August 17"

Very Special Activities Planned for 2024:
e Total Solar Eclipse POTA Activation and Potluck Dinner — April 8th
e Special BVRC Train mobile operation on the M&A Railroad — Late Spring
e Fox Hunting Activities — finding hidden transmitter signals - Summer
W5NX Special Event Station from Mount Magazine — Fall

I hope to see YOU at many of our events in 2024!

73!
Jan — WB5JAN
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BVRC VE REPORT

From Don Cooper = KC7DEC
B\VIR{CAVIEXCoohidinaLel;
January, 2024

BELLA VISTA - January 13
CONGRATULATIONSI

William Lopez — Callsign Pending - New Technician!
Tyler Baumgardner — Callsign Pending — New Technician!
Larry Fleury — Callsign Pending — New Technician!
Christopher Faulhaber — KS5CFl - New General & Amateur Extra!
Matthew Tosh — Callsign — New Technician, General, AND Amateur Extra!

Next session: Sat., February 10, 2 pm
Bella Vista Public Library
11 Dickens Place
Bella Vista

SPRINGDALE - January 21

CONGRATULATIONSI

Mike Choquette — Callsign Pending — Fayetteville — New Technician!

Tom Salerno - Callsign Pending — Siloam Springs — New Technician!

Next session: Sat., February 10, 10 am
Shiloh Museum of Ozark History
118 West Johnson Avenue
Springdale
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Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Years
have once again passed, with lasting
memories of get-togethers with family and
friends.

The Winter Solstice has also come and
gone. What does that mean to the ham
operator? It means the days are once again
getting longer and nights shorter. And yes,
we may still have to endure a few last shots of
winter, but IT'S TIME TO PREPARE.

Prepare for what? For the biggest event in
amateur radio. Yes, before you know it, it will
be here: FIELD DAY 2024. In only about 5
months, "CQ FIELD DAY" will once again fill
the airwaves, June 22-23.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW FOR
AN EXCITING 2024 FIELD DAY
ADVENTURE WITH THE BELLA
VISTA area RADIO CLUBI

Start thinking now about how you would
like to be a part of this awesome event. Would
you like to help with site set-up (exciting!) or
take-down? Bring a special dish for the Field
Day feast? Radios, antennas, power sources,
accessories, food, drinks, etc. are all part of
the plan that you can help with. Do you plan
to operate SSB? CW? Digital?

Remember, this is the largest amateur
radio event in the United States and Canada,
and only happens once a year.

So plan on coming and staying for a good
length of time. With the station activity,
fellowshipping with other club members, and
just enjoying the “World of Field Day”, the
time will fly, and you’ll have a ball!

VRCIEIELDIDAVALCENS ENTESTING!

The BVRC VE Testing Team will once again
be on hand to conduct a special Field Day
VE test session for all those wishing to test
for their first ham license or license
upgrade. The test session will be held at 2
pm on Saturday, June 22!

If you plan to participate this year and
would like to lend a helping hand when the 4th
weekend in June rolls around, watch for more
information on the BVRC website, Facebook
page, and THE SIGNAL. And of course, FD
coordinating plans will be discussed in greater
detail as FD nears.

PREPARE NOW !
FIELD DAY COMETH !

PAGE 14
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T0 ALL MEMBERS OF THE
BELLA VISTA area RADIO CLUB:

‘ ’0. .\ 1:1 M Are you an ARRL Member?

The national association for

t “ AMATEUR RADIO®

Ii not, why not join the
160,000 members of the ARRL?

BVRC is an ARRL affiliated club with over 60% of the membership as members of
the American Radio Relay League. However, we also have members who have not
joined. The yearly membership fee for the ARRL is $59.00 ($4.90/month). This
membership includes a subscription to QST, the iconic publication of amateur
radio, which each month includes great articles about all facets of our hobby.

Along with QST being sent to you as you choose each month, digitally or hard
copy, as an ARRL member you will enjoy these great benefits:

* ON THE AIR — A digital subscription that is also available to members.
On The Air is geared to new hams coming into the hobby with loads of articles to
help get them started on the right foot.

« QEX and NCJ - You membership also gains you access to yet 2 other great
amateur radio periodicals, QEX-dedicated to the technical side of the hobby and
NCJ-National Contest Journal dedicated to the radio sport of contesting.

* ARCHIVE and PERIODICAL SEARCH — Members have access to search for QST
articles 1915-2011, and indexes for ARRL’s QEX, NCJ, and Ham Radio
publications.

* FREE LICENSE RENEWAL —When it comes time to renew or modify your license,
ARRL will process, or help you with, your renewal/modification (if you wish to
forego doing it yourself via the FCC Universal Licensing System) for free as a
member.

* OUTGOING QSL SERVICE - If the need arises for you to exchange QSL cards
with a foreign ham, as a member, ARRL can serve as your mail carrier and handle
your overseas QSLing chores. The savings in postage you accumulate through
this service alone can pay your membership dues many times over.
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BVRLC WEBSITE ENDS £0:3
WITH HUGE MILESTONE:
OVER 1,000,000 HITS!

UNBELIEVABLE! - It's about the only word that can describe what BVRC’s website accomplished for
the final three months of 2023. Each month was a record breaker with over 100,000 hits each month,
culminating in the grand total for 2023 of ONE MILLION HITS. This remarkable milestone is attributable
to the outstanding job our webmaster, Glenn — WB5L, does with the website. Perhaps you have
“cruised through” the website looking for particular items or information, but have you ever taken the
slowed-down a little and taken the full tour by clicking each option in each department? If you haven’t
try it sometime! You will be amazed at the HUGE amount of information available there. Mega kudos

to you Glenn for this magnificent accomplishment!!!

1
M ! M'

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
2023 2023 2023 2023 2023 2023 2023 2023 2023 2023 2023 2023

Unique Number of 2
Month visitors visits Hits

Jan 2023 2,040 4,561 45,413 88,315 3.62 GB
Feb 2023 1,759 5,468 43,819 85,555 3.03 GB
Mar 2023 3,359 5,837 50,054 91,081 3.86 GB
Apr 2023 2,235 5,126 39,315 79,870 4.20 GB
May 2023 2,610 5,365 46,540 75,964 3.52 GB
Jun 2023 1,764 3,675 45,748 84,186 3.21GB
Jul 2023 3,567 5,746 45,778 78,905 3.08 GB
Aug 2023 3,531 6,840 51,078 88,302 3.89 GB
Sep 2023 1,644 3,466 52,528 81,503 3.20 GB
[Oct 2023 6,888 10,530 64,083 104,499 4.45 GB
Nov 2023 6,611 10,148 64,731 101,395 3.83 GB

Dec 2023 2,131 4,843 66,061 108,896

Total 38,139 71,605 615,148 1,068,471

45.
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INTERNATIONAL
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Periodically, the International Space Station
downlinks Slow Scan TV (SSTV) on 145.800
MHz. Just recently, | was able to catch a
couple of SSTV photos from a scheduled
event on Oct 27th through November 1st,
2023. It's so exciting to be able to receive
signals from Outer Space and photos are
even better! This was an event to verify a
replacement piece of hardware in the
service module of the onboard SSTV system.
My HF side of SSTV operation used the
Yaesu FT-450D HF transceiver and the Tigertronics SignaLink USB sound card/radio
interface. The SignaLink USB interface works with virtually all radios and features its
own built in sound card, is powered from your PC's USB port and offers complete
radio isolation. When you order your SignalLink USB, you specify the radio type so
that it ships with the proper cables needed to interface to your radio and your PC.
You also have the option of ordering a radio specific plug and play jumper module,
which | highly recommend, as it plugs in place of the jumper wires you would
otherwise have to configure for your radio. This greatly simplifies installation and
completely eliminates the possibility of installing the jumper wires incorrectly. The
Signalink comes with a nice manual to help you configure your PC's audio support
for using the interface with MMSTV and various other ham software like WSJT-X for
FT8.

The SignaLink USB interfaces to my HP Notebook PC, running Windows 10, using
only a single USB cable and to my radio using a second cable that plugs into the back
of the radio's data port. This leaves the front HF microphone connection still available







