
Bella Vista Weekly Vista , 6/28/2023 Cropped page Page: B2

Copyright 2023 Olive Software 6/28/2023 7:02:42 AM

NewsB2  Wednesday, June 28, 2023 The Weekly Vista

WELCOME 
TO THE 
FAMILY

LOCAL STATIONS & LOCAL FUN

877-319-0598
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(877) 319-0598

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

Prepare 
for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

PAYMENT OPTIONS

Throughout the ages, there have 
been many important advances in 
mobility.  Canes, walkers, rollators, 
and scooters were created to help 
people with mobility issues get around 
and retain their independence.  Lately, 
however, there haven’t been any 
new improvements to these existing 
products or developments in this field.  
Until now.  Recently, an innovative 
design engineer who’s developed 
one of the world’s most popular 
products created a completely new 
breakthrough . . . a personal electric 
vehicle.  It’s called the Zinger, and 
there is nothing out there quite like it.

“What my wife especially loves is 
it gives her back feelings of safety 
and independence which has given 
a real boost to her confi dence and 
happiness!  Thank You!” 

–Kent C., California

The first thing you’ll notice about 
the Zinger is its unique look.  It 
doesn’t look like a scooter.  Its sleek, 
lightweight yet durable frame is made 
with aircraft grade aluminum so it 
weighs only 47.2 lbs.  It features one-
touch folding and unfolding – when 
folded it can be wheeled around 
like a suitcase and fits easily into a 

backseat or trunk.  Then, there are 
the steering levers.  They enable the 
Zinger to move forward, backward, 
turn on a dime and even pull right up 
to a table or desk.  With its compact 
yet powerful motor it can go up to 
6 miles an hour and its rechargeable 
battery can go up to 8 miles on a 
single charge.  With its low center 
of gravity and inflatable tires it can 
handle rugged terrain and is virtually 
tip-proof.  Think about it, you can take 
your Zinger almost anywhere, so you 
don’t have to let mobility issues rule 
your life. 

 Why take our word for it? Call now, 
and find out how you can get a Zinger
of your very own.

Call now and receive a utility basket 
absolutely FREE with your order. 

855-244-5207
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The Zinger folds to a mere 10 inches.

10”

Once in a lifetime, a product comes along 
that truly  moves people.  Introducing the 
future of battery-powered personal 
transportation . . . The Zinger.

Available in 
Green, Black and 

Blue (shown)

The Zinger and Zoomer Chairs are personal electric vehicles and are not medical devices 
nor wheelchairs. They are not intended for medical purposes to provide mobility to 

persons restricted to a sitting position. They are not covered by Medicare nor Medicaid.  
© 2022 Journey Health and Lifestyle

Now available in 
a Joystick model

(Zoomer Chair)  

Joystick can be mounted on the right or left side 
for rider’s comfort 

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS A+

enjoying life never gets old™mobility | sleep | comfort | safety

The Invention of the Year
The world’s lightest and most portable mobility device

Please mention code 601449 when ordering 

Contest judge takes ‘paws’ before picking winner
No paperback detective 

thriller novel can hold a 
candle to the drama that 
unfolds each June when 
judging of the Northwest 
Arkansas Democrat-Gazette 
fish story contest take place.

It was a nail-biter again 
this year in this prestigious 
literary competition for 
true stories from fresh wa-
ter or salty, from waterways 
near or far.

Congratulations to Ran-
dolph Stainer of Tulsa for 
his victory in the judge’s 
category as determined by 
this year’s trio of fish story 
magistrates. Cheers go out 
to James Fisher of Bella 
Vista for winning the read-
er’s choice division. Both 
fish story scribes received 
a swell grab bag of fishing 
lures almost guaranteed to 
catch the big ones wherev-
er they hit the water. Our 
champions also get a Stay 
‘N Play package from Indigo 
Sky Casino and a $100 gift 
card.

Here’s how the drama 
played out, first in the 
judge’s category. Our judg-
ing threesome this year 
were fly fisher extraordi-

naire Bryce Watson, a col-
lege student, and Barbara 
Schorpp who lives out on 
Beaver Lakec. As she does 
every year, my ornery girl 
cat, T.C. is chief judge.

Bryce and Barbara care-
fully read each entry. If 
they pick the same story 
that is the automatic win-
ner. If not, we have our two 
finalists.

I used to say our human 
judges rarely pick the same 
story, but it happened last 
year and again this year. 
Both picked Stainer’s story 
about hooking more than 
just fish, so he is the auto-
matic winner of the judge’s 
category.

That’s the good news. 
The bad news is, chief judge 
T.C. won’t get to don her 
black robe and judge the 
contest as only a cat can do. 
Or will she?

Meanwhile, you readers 
voted online each day for 

your favorite fish story. As 
the voting progressed, it 
got tighter and tighter. By 
the end of the voting we 
had a reader’s choice tie 
for the first time in contest 
history. Stories by Gloria 
Garrison-Spalter and James 
Fisher each got the same 

number of votes, so we have 
two reader’s choice final-
ists. Chief Judge T.C. will 
get to do her cat thing after 
all and pick the winner.

I take the two finalist sto-
ries home, place them side 
by side on the living room 
carpet and put an equal 

number of cat treats on 
each story. Of course, chief 
judge T.C. is deep in the 
throes of a 19-hour power 
nap while the treats get put 
on paper.

I shake the treats bag and 
T.C. is awake now like she’s 
been shot out of a cannon. 

Whichever story T.C. goes 
to for her treats is the win-
ner. Oh the drama! Who’s it 
going to be?

She makes a beeline for 
Fisher’s story, stops and only 
sniffs at the treats. But wait. 
She takes a step to the right 
then comes back and eats 
those treats right up. Tadah! 
James Fisher of Bella Vista 
wins the reader’s choice cat-
egory. Check out the video 
of T.C. judging the contest 
that’s here with this column.

Thanks to everyone who 
entered this year’s fish story 
contest. A special thanks 
to Bryce and Barbara for 
taking the time and effort 
to judge the contest. Of 
course, T.C. says in her spe-
cial cat language that she 
knows we are honored to be 
graced with her acclaimed 
judging presence. She’s a 
legend in her own mind.

It’s that fishing time of 
year. Now’s the time to be 
out there hooking material 
for a winning story next 
year. Strange things do hap-
pen when that hook hits the 
water.

Flip Putthoff can be reached at 
fputthoff@nwaonline.com

NWA Democrat-Gazette/Flip Putthoff

Chief judge T.C. rests up after her arduous judging duties in the fish story contest. 

The Flip Side

FLIP PUTTHOFF

Bella Vista Radio Club holds field day
By Rachel Dickerson
rdickerson@nwaonline.com

The Bella Vista Radio 
Club held field day on 
Saturday at Metfield Skills 
Park. The club was also 
celebrating its 30th anni-
versary.

President Jan Hagan said 
field day is an annual event 
by the American Radio 
Relay League to practice 
communication in the 
field so that operators will 
be able to assist in case of 
emergency. He said ham ra-
dio operators do not require 
cell phones, cell towers or 
infrastructure, including 
power, as they use batteries 
or generators. He said ama-
teur radio operators provid-
ed communications during 
the aftermath of Hurricane 
Katrina.

“It’s a wonderful hobby. 
We all enjoy communicat-
ing with people,” he said.

Bella Vista Mayor John D. 
Flynn read a proclamation 
making June 18-24 Amateur 
Radio Week in Bella Vista. 
The proclamation noted 
that the Bella Vista Radio 
Club is the largest club of 
ham radio operators in Ar-
kansas.

Robert and Dana Hill 
were among the operators 
present at the event. He has 
been enjoying the hobby 
for two years, and she has 
been a part of it for a year 
and a half.

She said, “He started 
doing it, and it seemed 
like fun. We do all kinds of 
things. They have contests.”

She said what she enjoys 
about being part of the club 
is “the camaraderie of the 
club. It’s a lot of smart peo-
ple, and we get to, from our 
little antenna, talk to people 
all over the world.”

Hagan said the club has 
200 members and extends 

beyond Bella Vista through-
out northwest Arkansas, as 
far south as Fort Smith.

“We hope what makes it 
special is we try to support 
new amateurs. We bring 
them into the fold … as they 
learn all aspects of amateur 
radio,” he said.

Some of the members 
are really advanced in 
their skills, he said. Some 
communicate with the 
International Space Sta-
tion when it passes over 
northwest Arkansas, and 
others communicate with 
others around the world by 
bouncing radio signals off 
the moon rather than off the 
ionosphere, he said.

“It’s more than the tech-
nology, it’s the people,” he 
said. “We have a need to 
communicate. In amateur 
radio, there’s a kind of code 
of conduct. Whether you’re 
talking to a ham radio oper-
ator in Fort Smith, Hawaii 

or Spain … everyone enjoys 
the conversation. The tech-
nology is just to build those 
connections.”

He added, “We are com-
mitted to bringing together 
people of all backgrounds, 
ages and ethnicities.”

Events planned for the 
day included a “fox hunt,” 
in which small radio re-
ceivers were used to find 
hidden transmitters around 
Metfield Park; a “get on the 
air” channel operated by 
the Hills for the public to 
talk to ham radio operators 
at other locations; and a 24-
hour emergency prepared-
ness exercise from 1 p.m. 
Saturday to 1 p.m. Sunday.

Rachel Dickerson/The Weekly Vista 

Bella Vista Mayor John D. Flynn (center) speaks to an amateur radio operator on a “get on 
the air” station at the Bella Vista Radio Club’s field day and 30th anniversary celebration 
on Saturday, June 24, at Metfield Skills Park. Club members Robert Hill (left) and Dana Hill 
(right) were operating the station.
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