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Bella Vista Radio Club holds field day

BY RacHEL DICKERSON
rdickerson@nwaonline.com

The Bella Vista Radio
Club held field day on
Saturday at Metfield Skills
Park. The club was also
celebrating its 30th anni-
versary.

President Jan Hagan said
field day is an annual event
by the American Radio
Relay League to practice
communication in the
field so that operators will
be able to assist in case of
emergency. He said ham ra-
dio operators do not require
cell phones, cell towers or
infrastructure, including
power, as they use batteries
or generators. He said ama-
teur radio operators provid-
ed communications during
the aftermath of Hurricane
Katrina.

“It’s a wonderful hobby.
We all enjoy communicat-
ing with people,” he said.

Bella Vista Mayor John D.
Flynn read a proclamation
making June 18-24 Amateur
Radio Week in Bella Vista.
The proclamation noted
that the Bella Vista Radio
Club is the largest club of
ham radio operators in Ar-
kansas.

Robert and Dana Hill
were among the operators
present at the event. He has
been enjoying the hobby
for two years, and she has
been a part of it for a year
and a half.

She said, “He started
doing it, and it seemed
like fun. We do all kinds of
things. They have contests.”

She said what she enjoys
about being part of the club
is “the camaraderie of the
club. It’s a lot of smart peo-
ple, and we get to, from our
little antenna, talk to people
all over the world.”

Hagan said the club has
200 members and extends

beyond Bella Vista through-
out northwest Arkansas, as
far south as Fort Smith.

“We hope what makes it
special is we try to support
new amateurs. We bring
them into the fold ... as they
learn all aspects of amateur
radio,” he said.

Some of the members
are really advanced in
their skills, he said. Some
communicate with the
International Space Sta-
tion when it passes over
northwest Arkansas, and
others communicate with
others around the world by
bouncing radio signals off
the moon rather than off the
ionosphere, he said.

“It’s more than the tech-
nology, it’s the people,” he
said. “We have a need to
communicate. In amateur
radio, there’s a kind of code
of conduct. Whether you're
talking to a ham radio oper-
ator in Fort Smith, Hawaii
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Bella Vista Mayor John D. Flynn (center) speaks to an amateur radio operator on a “get on
the air” station at the Bella Vista Radio Club’s field day and 30th anniversary celebration
on Saturday, June 24, at Metfield Skills Park. Club members Robert Hill (left) and Dana Hill
(right) were operating the station.
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or Spain ... everyone enjoys
the conversation. The tech-
nology is just to build those
connections.”

He added, “We are com-
mitted to bringing together
people of all backgrounds,
ages and ethnicities.”

Events planned for the
day included a “fox hunt,”
in which small radio re-
ceivers were used to find
hidden transmitters around
Metfield Park; a “get on the
air” channel operated by
the Hills for the public to
talk to ham radio operators
at other locations; and a 24-
hour emergency prepared-
ness exercise from 1 p.m.
Saturday to 1 p.m. Sunday.
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The Invention of the Year

The world’s lightest and most portable mobility device

Once in a lifetime, a product comes along
that truly moves people. Introducing the
future of battery-powered personal
transportation ... The Zinger.

Throughout the ages, there have
been many important advances in
mobility. Canes, walkers, rollators,
and scooters were created to help

people with mobility issues get around
and retain their independence. Lately,
however, there haven’t been any

new improvements to these existing
products or developments in this field.
Until now. Recently, an innovative
design engineer who’s developed

one of the world’s most popular
products created a completely new
breakthrough . .. a personal electric
vehicle. It’s called the Zinger, and
there is nothing out there quite like it.

“What my wife especially loves is
it gives her back feelings of safety
and independence which has given
a real boost to her confidence and
happiness! Thank You!”

-Kent C., California

The first thing you’ll notice about
the Zinger is its unique look. It
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The Zinger folds to a mere 10 inches.
backseat or trunk. Then, there are
the steering levers. They enable the
Zinger to move forward, backward,
turn on a dime and even pull right up
to a table or desk. With its compact
yet powerful motor it can go up to
6 miles an hour and its rechargeable
battery can go up to 8 miles on a
single charge. With its low center
of gravity and inflatable tires it can



