
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Monthly Meetings:  1st Thursdays @ 7 p.m., Highland Christian Church, 1500 Forest Hills Blvd, Bella Vista 

Club Call:  N5BVA     ƞ     Repeater: 147.255 +offset, pl 162.2     ƞ     Website: www.bellavistaradioclub.org 
 

WEEKLY NE TS:  

3820 kHz Roundtable -  Sundays @ 4 pm  

147.255 Repeater Net -  Wednesdays @ 8 pm  

Wide Are a Net -  Wednesdays @ 9 pm on the N5UFO NWA Linked Repeater System  
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http://www.bellavistaradioclub.org/
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ThursdAy -  ,NOVEMBER 7,, 2019 -  -7 PM 
Highland Christian Church 

1500 Forest Hills Blvd.  
Bella Vista ,, AR 

 
HF 

Antennas  

 
Steve Ellington-N4LQ, will be our guest 
speaker via Skype.  Steve is a learned 
authority on HF antennas, and will provide us 
with ultra-interesting information, including 
the EFHW (End-Fed Half Wave).  Be sure and 
join us for an evening of captivating material, 
which will be useful to veteran and 
newcomer ops alike. 
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Around 55 members attended a super interesting BVRC October meeting, with a very out-of-the-ordinary topic 
as presented by Fred Kemmerer ï AB1OC of the Nashua (NH) Area Amateur Radio Society.  This club was 
voted óClub of the Yearô at this yearôs Dayton Hamvention.  Fred himself has only been a ham for 6 years, but 
has grown in the hobby at warp speed.  In just 4 years this club has grown from 10 to 250 members!  One of his 
specialties is HABs ï Hot Air Balloons equipped with ham radio, which was his presentation for BVRC for the 
October program, and a dandy presentation it was. Fred is also the 13 Colonies annual on-air event manager. 

Due to the tremendous interest 
generated with HABs, the Nashua 
club has a very successful working 
relationship with two high schools 
and two middle schools in  the 
Nashua area.  The HAB activities 
have also enticed many school 
students to obtain ham licenses, for 
which the Nashua club is equipped 
with a full VE testing team.  

The NAARS has developed a 12-hour classroom program on HABs, and the student and faculty interest and 
turnout for balloon launches, tracking, and retrieving is huge.  Some of the balloons have flown as high as 150,000 

feet, and provided us with a 
spectacular video of one of the 
flights.  Needless too say, this 
program is very educational for the 
students.  NAARS also conducts 
fox hunts and HF and VHF station 
activities in addition to the HAB 
projects.  During the HAB program, 
the students learn 3 main instruct- 
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         tional areas: 

ÅFlight physics 
  ÅAtmospheric physics and 
  ÅTerminal physics 
The topics of radio telemetry and space communications 
are also covered. 
 
The HAB consists of the balloon, the parachute, and the 
flight platform which contains the PC, APRS, and radio 
components.  They use commercial weather balloons, 
usually weighing 750 grams.  However, they have used 
1500 gram balloons for very high altitude work. 
 
The students also learn the VERY important aspect of a 
balloon  flight  ï  Flight  Planning:     Which  direction  the  

WEBSITE ENHANCEMENTS UNDERWAY ï President Glenn Kilpatrick, WB5L announced that the BVRC 
website is being redesigned  for viewing on small screens, like phones and tablets. Glenn has engaged the 
services of Addam Hardy ï N5HAX for this project.  Addam demonstrated a portion of the new website, which 
is now in the testing phase.  Weôre all looking forward to the unveiling!  A big THANKS, Addam! 
 
After the completion of the website re-mod, Glenn will continue as BVRC webmaster. 
 

balloon will go and what altitude the balloon will burst at.  They also file a flight plan with the FAA before launch.  
The batteries on the flight platform only last a couple of hours, which presents a challenge to the students as to 
how to calculate the time of the flight, and where the flight platform will come down so that it can be tracked for 
the duration of the flight before the batteries go dead.  One of the flights landed 84 miles from the launch point, 
and was found in a pond in ónext doorô Maine.  Fredôs club also has a retrieval team that recovers the flight 
platform. 
 
This was a super program and ultra-interesting.  Fred promised to return in 2020 with another program on the 
club projects and activities that garnered the óClub of the Yearô award for NAARS.  We are already looking forward 
to it! 
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As the yearly election time rolls around, I find myself thinking about the club as a 
whole.  Club membership is at an all-time high with 114 members, 44 new in 2019!  Out 
of those, 100 are voting members with 14 family members, and 111 are licensed.  As life 
happens, we all know that things change.  We have good  reason to believe that the 
club will continue to grow.  However, out of those 114 members, we only have 10-15 
members who are really active in participating with the business of running the club.  I 
know we regularly have 40-50 at the club meetings, which continue to be awesome 
with the great presentations we have had.  You all have a big part in the success of the 
club.  It was your vote that removed the business meeting from the presentations, and 
I believe that was a good move.  It makes for a much more pleasurable club meeting. 
 
 
Ideally, there are several ways to increase club participation: 
 

1. Advertise and Promote  
W̄e have a good website and are working towards a more modern look with 
dynamically adjusting to several small screen formats. 

               ̄ Ron, K5XK has been stupendous in promoting the club through the local news    
               as well as nationally with the ARRL.   

2. Create a sense of ownership 
Not everyone can be a carbon copy of the current membership. 

               Friendly and diverse people have different ideas and perspectives.   This can  
               benefit  the club  and enrich the  experience of the whole group.   M˫ıÙ ÀúĲÀĴĚ 
               said,  ˨ Mġ˫Ě ĴĆĥĖ ÎúĥÌ˩ː   Everyone has value  and their part  is making the club  
               what it is today. 
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        3.  Keep it fun and easy to engage 
        We have such a fun group that we are attracting lots of attention!   We are all easy  
        going,  and we  invite  newcomers  to our hobby with  a genuine smile.   The great  
        presentations and camaraderie make it easy for folks to like us. 
 
 
 
 

So with all that being said, we invite your 
continued support.  Some of you have 
really great íÓÙÀĚ ÀĀÓ ĚëĆĥúÓ ˨ĚġÙē ĥē ġĆ
ġëÙ ēúÀġÙ˩, so to speak.  I am looking 
forward to new and improved leadership 
for the Bella Vista Radio Club!   
 
 
I believe we have set a good foundation 
for the club with the By-Laws, & 501-c3 
status, as well as ARRL club benefits.  We 
have many benefits too much to list here 
for our membership.   
 
 
 
 

All offi cers are up for election.  Wonôt 

you join us?  Consider becoming a key 

person in the continued growth of t he 

club.  

 

      Very, very 73 ï  

      Glenn Kilpatrick Ł WB5L 
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         WØKYZ Visits  

Ohio Military Museum  
During a recent vist to the eastern United States, BVRC Treasurer 
Marc Whittlesey ï WØKYZ and his XYL stopped by a military 
museum in Groveport, OH.  Mark says the facility was a gem to say 
the least.  One of the displays that caught his eye was a Maxim 
machine gun, which was the first portable fully automatic machine 
gun developed in the 1880's by Hiram Stevens Maxim.  H.S. Maxim 
was the father of Hiram Percy Maxim, co-founder of the ARRL.  Hiram 
Stevens was quite an inventor in his own rite.  He also invented and 
patented a menthol inhaler to help bronchitis sufferers.  Among his 
other brainchilds were:  a curling iron, eyelet and riveting machines, 
an aerial torpedo gun, and various oil, steam, and gas engines. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thanks for sharing, Marc! 

 
Please contact 

Jessie Costulis ï KG5YJV 
and let him know youôre interested in 

helping with the upcoming BVRC 
ballots and elections: 
jcost1918@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ron ς K5XK and Don ς K5DB recently 
v{hΩŘ and exchanged QSLs with 
Noel ς NM5AB.  Noel lives near the 
US-412 Beaver Lake Bridge.  
Whereas some hams are DXers, 
county hunters, and working on 
their Worked-All-States, Noel enjoys 
chasing national and state parks in 
the POTA (Parks On The Air) 
program.  He says he also hopes to 
do some mobile work for POTA in 
the future.  His QSL card depicts a 
water color rendition that was done 
for the card by a family friend who is 
also a retire art teacher.  Vista Prints 
produced the QSL for him. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BVRC Club  

Accessories!  
           F4-% #-'½*7 < ,*-'8    
         BVRC member with: 
        Å Key Tags              Å Badge  
          ÅDesk Name Plates 
            ÅMouse pads  
              ÅCeramic Mugs 
                 ÅWhite & US Flag    
                   License Plates 
 
        To order your personalized  
           club product click here ! 

mailto:jcost1918@gmail.com
https://lyndasnuts.com/collections/BVRC
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October  12 , 2 O19 

    Test sessions are conducted each 2nd Saturday of the month, 2 pm, at the  
     Highland Christian Chu rch , 1500 Forest Hills Blvd. (AR -279)  in Bella Vista . 

 
Help promote the availability of the Club's monthly test sessions.  

                  Tell your friends and acquaintances!  

Bryan Vernetti ð Bentonville  
New Technician!  
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         You     don °t      have      to     write     like  

William ñBill ò Shakespeare in order to 

write an article for  The Signal. --- In 

fact,  we prefer articles without the 

words  ñthy ò, ñwhilst ò,ñ̄ ôtisò,² and ±ñoft ò.    

 

Working on a new kit or homebrew 

project ?? Have you recently received a  

rare  or   interesting  QSL  card  to  shar e? 

 

Received a new radio awar d?  Or, do 

you have  a cool photo (ham radio related) 

or some commen ts to share  with other 

club  
members ?  Maybe you have acquired a new piece of equipment, or 

constructed a new antenna ?? Taken a trip focused around ham radio to 

share an amateur radio related experience ?? Why not write an article for  

The Signal ?? The article can be short or  long, simple or elaborate. Please 

include picture s! We°re always looking for material for the BVRC 
newsletter ,  and feedback from our readers goes a long way toward 

keeping the newsletter interesting !  So why not give it try ?? Write an 

article and send it to The Signal  editor, and we°ll get it in ther!  I t°s fun, 

and at the same time your contribution helps support BVRC and our 

hobby !  Articles can be submitted electronically or on paper, whichever 

way you feel most comfortable with.  Send pictures, too !   As The 

Signal editor,  I particularly  look forward  to putting a new issue together 

when I have material submitted by our club members !    Hope to hear 

from you soon ! & 73 ! ( (Send it in !) 
 
Submit your material to :: 
Via e -mail ::  arsk5db@gmail.com 
 
Via regular mail :::  Don Banta, K5DB  

            3407 Diana St.  

            Springdale, AR  72764  

 

 

mailto:arsk5db@gmail.com
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For this monthôs edition, THE SIGNAL salutes one of the ñunsung heroesò of BVRC, Alan Katz ï KEØQFO.  Not 
only a gentleman of the airwaves, Alan is always willing to help with anything concerning BVRC activities.  Alan 
usually stays óin the backgroundô and hardly ever gets any accolades, but a LOT of ñstuffò wouldnôt get done if it 
wasnôt for Alan.  We appreciate him and all that he does! 
 
Alan, now retired, worked for the Occupational Safety and Health Administration as Safety Manager for the Naval 
Hospital in Camp Pendleton, CA.  Before that, he served for 20 years in the U.S. Marine Corps as a motor 
transport driver, and also wore many other hats during his tenure. 
 
As to how Alan got interested in amateur radio, Alan tells us, ñMy father had a short wave radio that I would listen 
to all the time, then he got us boys a Radio Shack HT set.  I would go down the street and he would call and say 
he was from Alabama.  I was hooked.  As I got older I got my first CB, and have had one ever since.  I still have 
them in my vehicles today.  After 38 years of GOV service, it was time to retire. We moved back home, found a 
place in SW Missouri,  and needed a way to reach out in times of an emergency.  My base CB was not getting 
out, so I determined that ham radio was the way to go.  I did a little  research and found BVRC and Glenn.   He 
invited me to come to a meeting, and the rest is history.  As far as giving credit as to who has been my Elmer, I 
have learned so much from so many BVRC members, I canôt start to name them all!ò 
 
Alanôs current favorite operating activity is just enjoying rag-chewing and meeting the great folks on the airwaves 
both on HF and on the local repeaters. 
 
Alanôs shack currently consists of an Icom IC-7300 and Yaesu FT-991A, along with an Ameritron AL-80B linear 
for HF.  He uses a Yaesu FT-8100 for 2 meters. 
 
When Alan isnôt on the air, he also enjoys fishing and shooting. 
 
Alan has been married to his lovely bride, Sheila ï KØETA, for 30 years and tells us that she has supported him 
all the way in everything that he or the two of them undertake.   Alan we are blessed to have you and Sheila as a 
part of the BVRC family.  A big thanks to the both of you for everything you do for the Club! 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
\ 
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K5FWM  ̂ While waiting for the completion of his new Texas home, 

former member Frank Majdan enjoys keeping up with BVRC friends via 

V½" 4¼#!(l&6W4 

 

WB5L  ̂T" 4¬,%l(-l-4¯Á4¬--)ń#l.#)(4, ń)!(#3 4²& ((U-4¯ &.l4¯#/#-#)(4

T³l'4) 4." 4Â l,U4l0l, 4l.4#.-4prd quarter meeting, held at past ARRL 

P, -# (.4ÀrÃ¹U-4Å½³4#(4ń (.,l&4¬,%l(-l-644¯#, ń.),4¯l/# 4¹),,#-54

K5UZ, is expeń. 4.)4*, - (.4²& ((U-4l0l, 4l.4­¿»®U-4¯ ń4rth BVRC 

meeting. 

 

K5VCA (ex-KI5FPC) & KI5FPD ̂  Vince and Jere are brothers- in- law who 

(. , 4." 4")««24.)! ." ,644¿#(ń 4#-4l&-)4l4T¼½°¸U4*,) --),4l.4." 4¾4

) 4¬644¬ . ,4­¿»®U-4*, - (.l.#)(4)(4T³¬­U54¿#(ń 4#-4*&anning to introduce 

"#-4-.w (.-4.)4l'l. w,4,l #)4l( 4T­l&&))(#(!6U4 

 

K5YY  ̂When not working DX this fall, San can be found in the press 

box announcing Springdale area football games.   
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         KI5DUV/KI5EQL  ̂­)(( ,4G4±l#."4l, 4«w-24ń)(/ ,.#(!4l4prU4»¿4T½)24

³lw& ,U4#(.)4l4 l'#&24T"l'4-"lń%6U 

 

KG6HSD  ̂TÀ &ń)' 4«lń%4.)4­¿»®U4.)4µl' -540")4"l-4l4 #  , (.40),%4

schedule and is now able to participate in Club meetings and activities. 

   

AF5YM  ̂Prayers for Steve, whose cancer has returned. 

 

N4EW  ̂Jake is planning to erect his tower and K4KIO Hexbeam, soon.  

  

K5XK  ̂  Ron is also planning to put up a K4KIO Hexbeam.  With 

¸l,%B¶rÁ³U-4l--#-.l(ń 54»)(4"l-4« !w(4'l%#(!4ń)ntacts using FT-8.  

  

K5QBX  ̂Fred is recovering from surgery and looking for QRP & DX 

QSOs, as time allows. 

 

KW5ARC  ̂Ryan has new VE Testing credentials and is ready to assist 

with upcoming Volunteer Exam sessions. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOVEMBER 2019                                                The  SIGNAL                                                        Page  13           
         
                     Page  2                           Page  2           
         

BVRC Members Attend  

Arkansas DX Association  

Quarterly Meeting  
                                                             By Don ï K5DB 

9 members of the Bella Vista Radio Club (and also the ADXA) attended the quarterly meeting of the Arkansas 
DX Association in Searcy, AR on Sept. 21. They were:  Kathy ï WQ5T, Jay ï W5JAY, Tom ï W5XNA, Ron ï 
K5XK, Glenn ï WB5L, Paul ï KK5II, Mark ï K5XH, Stan ï K5VR, and Don ï K5DB.  (Guest Chuck ï KM5G 
also was with our NW Arkansas entourage.) 
 
The ADXA is comprised of ham DXers from all over the state of Arkansas.  Some are veterans and some are 
newcomers, but the main objective of the club is to help and share with each other on how to improve oneôs DX 
operating and experience. 
 
This quarterly meeting convened at the QTH of ADXA President Joel Harrison ï W5ZN.  Joel is also a past 
President of the ARRL.  He is a veteran radio amateur in many areas of the hobby, but his passion for decades 
has been DXing.  Joel and his wife KIM ï KB5YIQ were phenomenal hosts, treating everyone to some great 
BBQ fare with all the trimmings, and apple and cherry pie a-la-mode.  After the business meeting and lunch, 
Joel treated attendees to a tour of his shack and his antenna installations.  Joelôs monster antenna farm is 
indicative of why he is one of the top DXers, not only in the U.S. but internationally, as well. 
  Viewing the hundreds (perhaps thousands) of hours of work 

put into Joelôs antenna systems, it accentuates ï over and 
over again ï  the old and true adage ñYour rig is only as good 
as your antennaò.  Joel did a stellar job in explaining what 
each antenna was for, the technical operation of it, and how 
he uses it on-air. 
 
Joel operates all bands from 160 meters through the 
microwave frequencies. He has some very impressive 
wallpaper in his shack including all types of  Worked-All-
States  awards, the A-1 Operator Award, 5BDXCC, many  
ARRL VHF QSO Party awards (these are plaqueséyou have 
to win or place HIGH in the standings to get one of these!), 
and the coveted DX Challenge Award. 

W5ZN conducts ADXA business meeting  
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         Joel said he has replaced his tower guy wires with Phillystran, since it is non-conductive and stronger.  Enjoy 
the picture gallery from our visit to station W5ZN: 

4-Square 80 -meter array  

Joel says he gets excellent  
reception with this antenna  

From top to bottom:  18 element 2 -mtr 
beam, 2 elemen t 40 -meter Moxon  

beam, JK tri -band beam, seven 3 
element 6 -meter beams pointing to 

each direction of the compass.  

220/440 MHz tower  
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Main 6 -meter tower  W5ZN shack  

W5ZN workbench  Joelôs first rig by Heathkit.  He added the external 
VFO (in the middle) after he acquired his General 

license.  Before that as a Nov ice, he was crystal 

controlled!  

A portion of the great attendance 
for the  3 rd  quarter ADXA meeting  
 
NOTE! ï ADXA President Joel Harrison has just 
announced that Ward Silver ï NØAX will be the 
featured speaker at the ADXA meeting and luncheon 
at the Springdale Holiday Inn on Dec. 7, 2019.  Ward 
is world renowned in ham radio in many areas but 
especially DX and has authored many publications. 
Guests are welcome.  Registration is $50, which 
includes the entire dayôs presentations and noon 
luncheon.   Register at adxa.org and donôt miss it! 




